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DOES YOUR 
GUN COLLECTION 
STOP AT THE 
20TH CENTURY? 




GLOCK17, 

9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 17001 


\_ j 


GLOCK 19 Compact 
9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 19001 


If you don’t own one of these, 
it probably does, 


The GLOCK is the vanguard of a whole new era in 
handgun manufacturing and design. An era which is 
destined to reach well into the 21 st century, but is avail¬ 
able to you now. 

Space Age Polymers 


and reliable semi-automatic. Tested in mud, rain, sand, 
ice and heat, it performed flawlessly—continuously firing 
10,000 rounds or more without a problem. 

More of What You Want 

From its simple takedown to its remarkable accuracy, all 


What makes the GLOCK unique among the field of GLOCK models offer you more in the way of easy han- 


9mm semi-automatic pistols is the use of lightweight, dlin 
high strength polymers in its frame and magazine. This of c 
space age polymer technology not only makes 
the GLOCK an extremely comfortable and dur- 
able pistol, but also a very affordable one. | 

NATO Adopted I0CK 

Developed for the Austrian military, and ■■ ■ 

adopted by NATO, the GLOCK has proven ^ 

itself on both sides of the Atlantic to be a tough 


dling than any other pistols in history. And more in the way 
of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, the GLOCK 17 
will hold up to twenty rounds. And the GLOCK 
^19 Compact has the capacity for eighteen. 

1 Get Ready Now 

| Be the first on your block to own a GLOCK, and 

■■■■| get a jump on next century’s technology. For a 
full color brochure, see your nearest GLOCK 
dealer, or write or call GLOCK, Inc. today. 


GLOCK, INC. 

P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, Georgia 30081 
(404) 432-1202 

NATO Stock No.: 1005-25-133-6775 
Telex: 543353 Glock Atl UD 
Fax: (404) 433-8719 











What Soldier of Fortune stands for 


* 


The continued 
support of 
POW/MIAs in 
Southeast Asia. 


The maintenance 
of a strong U.S. 
national defense 
policy. 


The support of 
U.S. police and 
law enforcement 
agencies. 


The support of 
U.S. military 
veterans. 


The fight against 
international 
terrorism. 


The objective, 
in-depth reporting 
of combat 
worldwide. 



The democratic 
process of 
government in 
support of basic 
freedoms and 
human rights for 
people worldwide. 


The support of the 
Constitutional 
right for 

Americans to keep 
and bear arms. 


The support of 
U.S. military and 
democratic 
freedom fighter 
forces throughout 
the world. 
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COVER: The Soviets invaded Afghanistan in December 1979. 
Almost nine years later, Moscow is showing signs of throwing in 
the towel — Soviet troop withdrawals are supposed to commence 
on 15 May 1988. If this pullout actually happens, it will be a 
historic blow to Soviet military adventurism, which up until now 
has been irreversibly expansionist, regardless of the high cost in 
lives and materiel. Still, the Afghan mujahideen aren’t persuaded 
by Soviet diplomatic rhetoric and continue to press the attack. 

Pick up the action with SOF correspondent Rob Schultheis along 
the Afghanistan-Pakistan border on page 26. Photo: John Jameson 
COVER INSET: Hard-hitting SOF staffer Gene Scroft recently spent 
several months in the Philippines gathering intel on how 
government forces are dealing with the growing communist NPA 
insurgents. The first in his series of Philippine exclusives begins on 
page 44. Photo: Gene Scroft 
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THE COMPLETE BOOK OF U.S. SNIPING 

by Peter R. Senich 

The American military sniper—he stands as a solitary figure in our nation’s history of fighting 
strategy. In this volume, for the first time, serious military students and martial arms collectors 
can trace American sniping materiel from its infancy to the sophisticated systems currently in 
use. With almost 400 photos, plus information gleaned from original reports, official corres¬ 
pondence and the personal archives of those within the military establishment, Peter Senich 
documents the chronological development of both the United States Army and Marine Corps 
sniper arms and related optical sights—from the Civil War era through the conflict in 
Vietnam, where first-class sniper training clearly demonstrated the value of precision marks¬ 
manship. Drawn from the classics Pictorial History of U.S. Sniping and Limited War Sniping, 
this huge volume contains hundreds of new photos. This is the definitive volume on U.S. 
sniping. 8 V 2 x 11, hardcover, 375 photos, 288 pp. $34.95 


SABERTOOTH: THE RIP-ROARING 
ADVENTURES OF A LEGENDARY 
GAME WARDEN 

by Terry Hodges 

Enjoy the life and times of Gene 
Mercer, an extraordinary game war¬ 
den who patrolled California’s forests 
and streams for almost 50 years, act¬ 
ing in defense of wildlife. Join him as 
he stalks deer poachers, duck hun¬ 
ters and outlaw fishermen, facing 
danger, corruption and high adven¬ 
ture. 5Vi x 8 V 2 , hardcover, 250+ pp. 

$17.95 


THE STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE 
AND .44 MAGNUM CARBINE 

by Duncan Long 

Legendary reliability and classic 
design are the hallmarks of the Ruger 
10/22 rifle and its forerunner, the .44 
Magnum Carbine. In this in-depth 
look at both weapons, noted fire¬ 
arms author Duncan Long covers 
specs, troubleshooting, ammo and 
accessories—this book’s got it all! 
Get your hands on a classic. 5Vi x 
I 8Vi, softcover, photos, illus., 108 pp. 

$ 10.00 


MAKE 'EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you more dirty tricks, 
schemes, scams and stunts. Getting 
back at a landlord, politician, sales¬ 
man, utility, restaurant, or super¬ 
market is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment purposes only! 5Vi x 
8Vi, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 


LEGAL HANDBOOK FOR 
SPECIAL AGENTS 
Find out how Special Agents deal in 
the lawless criminal world without 
crossing the line of legality them¬ 
selves. Here is the actual FBI hand¬ 
book used as a quick reference by 
agents on the street, reprinted for 
the Paladin reader. Know what these 
Agents can and cannot do under the 
law—you never know when you 
might be unjustly accused. 5Vi x 8Vi, 
softcover, 120 pp. $25.00 
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THE COMPLETE BLADESMITH 
Forging Your Way to Perfection 

by Jim Hrisoulas 

Ever wanted a knife you could truly 
say is yours? Make it! Written by a 
master bladesmith, this book leads 
you to your own forge and along the 
path to the perfect blade. Whether 
you want a tanto, cable dagger, 
Damascus broadsword, or a simple 
high-carbon steel utility knife, it’s all 
here. 8Vfe x 11, hardcover, 58 photos, 
101 illus., 192 pp. $25.00 


FORGIVE? FORGET IT! 

Creative Revenge at Its Best 

by Michael Connor 
If you've had all you can take from 
the bullies and incompetents in your 
life, try revenge British-style. From 
mild to mean, the utterly rude tech¬ 
niques detailed here will bewilder 
your enemies, amuse your allies, 
and gratify your unforgiving heart. 
This wonderful volume of trickery is 
offered for entertainment purposes 
only! 5V4 x 8 V 2 , hardcover, illus., 
210 pp. $16.95 


FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL 

by Duncan Long 

Cut through the manufacturers' 
hype and hot air of gun-shop com¬ 
mandos with the first complete book 
on this subject since 1976. Firearms 
expert Duncan Long rates the best 
guns for hunting, self-defense and 
combat, and shows how to avoid 
spending too much on firearms. 
Firearms for Survival is a book you 
may not be able to live without. 8Vi x 
11, softcover, 136 pp., 115 photos. 

$16.95 


ACTION CAREERS 
Employment in the High-Risk 
Job Market 

by Ragnar Benson 
The woods are full of people who 
wish they had taken a shotat adven¬ 
ture when they had the chance. But 
it’s not too late. Adventurer Ragnar 
Benson details 24 action-packed 
careers, including PI, bountyhunter, 
stunt man, gunrunner and rodeo 
cowboy, and how to break into them. 
5% x 8Vi, hardcover, 360 pp. $17.95 
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GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5 V 2 x 8 V 2 , hard¬ 
cover, 192pp. $16.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology, how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. 8 V 2 x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


THE GERMAN ASSAULT RIFLE 
1935-1945 The Definitive Study 
by Peter R. Senich 
Get the complete story of the most 
significant era in modern small arms 
development! This precise account 
of the machine carbine, machine pis¬ 
tol and assault rifles employed by 
Hitler’s Wehrmacht during WW II 
also reviews the ammo, field acces¬ 
sories and special equipment in¬ 
tended for the short cartridge weap¬ 
on. 8 Vi x 11. hardcover, 405 photos, 
238 pp. $39.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwaterdemolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion. survival, and more. 816 x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus.. 240 pp. 

$14.95 
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LT. COL OLIVER NORTH’S 
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K emp supports 

FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS... 

Sirs: 

In the March 1988 
SOF, a letter writer 
asked which presidential 
candidates support 
anti-communist freedom 
fighters. You mentioned 
that among 
Republicans, George 
Bush and Bob Dole 
support freedom 
fighters. Why didn’t you 
also mention that Jack 
Kemp is a strong 
supporter of people 
fighting for their 
freedom against 
communism? 

Not only does Mr. 
Kemp support freedom 
fighters, he’s also a 
strong supporter of gun 
owners’ rights. Bob 
Dole has supported our 
Second Amendment 
rights, but his support is 
not absolute. For 
example, he supports 
the seven-day waiting 
period bill, which would 
create the framework for 
a New York City-style 
gun law for the entire 
country. George Bush 
has occasionally made 
efforts in support of gun 
owners, but only 
enough to make it seem 
that he supports gun 
owners’ rights, not 
because he strongly 
supports the Second 
Amendment 
I thought it was a 
serious oversight not to 
mention Jack Kemp, 
who supports freedom 
fighters and gun owners 
because they are causes 
he believes in, not just 
to get votes. 

Peter Karr 
Evanston, Illinois 
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S UVOROV WAS 
SPETSNAZ?... 

Sirs: 

In reference to “Spetsnaz Invades America” 

[SOF, January ’88], the authors state that “there 
has never been a Spetsnaz defector to the West.” 
What about the book Inside the Aquarium: The 
Making of a Top Soviet Spy, by Viktor Suvorov? 

Mr. Suvorov states that he was “recruited from the 
Soviet Tank Corps into Spetsnaz, attaining the rank 
of captain,” and subsequently served as a successful 
agent in the GRU (Soviet military intelligence). Is 
there any truth to his claim? 

Jim Tepes 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 

Viktor Suvorov, the assumed name of a Soviet 
defector, has written four books on the Soviet 
military since his defection. His most recent book, 
Spetsnaz: The Story of the Soviet SAS, has just 
been published in London. 

Suvorov is believed to be Vladimir Resun, a GRU 
agent who defected to the West several years ago. 
Although he most certainly served in the GRU, 
nothing in his previous statements would suggest 
that he ever served in Spetsnaz units. Jim Shortt, a 
noted student of Soviet special forces, has said that 
mistakes and contradictions in Suvorov's new book 
strongly indicate that Suvorov didn’t serve in 
Spetsnaz. According to Shortt, the book contains 
little new information and has “all the hallmarks of 
bad academic research. ” 


O UT OF 

NEW JERSEY... 

Sirs: 

Let me start by saying that my 
family has lived in New Jersey for 
the last four generations. 

Recently I applied for a “yellow 
card,” a Firearms Purchase and 
Operators Permit. This is a privilege 
and not a right in New Jersey. My 
first attempt failed because my 
references panicked. My second 
attempt failed because my 
fingerprints were smudged. Then 
they lost my application. I applied 
again; they lost it again. Since 
permits are acquired through the 
local police force, I challenged the 
officer in charge and was told some 
astonishing things. The man threw 
three of my applications in my face 
(I’d paid $46 each time I applied, 
nonrefundable). I told the cop about 
the Second Amendment and he told 
me, “Not anymore” and “There 
won’t be a Constitution when we’re 
through with it!” 

This is a state where a judge said, 
“The Constitution has no bearing in 
this court. I am the law.” 

I’d had enough, so I left for good. 
J.W. 

Sunnyvale, California 


H eat over 

HEAT DESCRIPTION... 

Sirs: 

In the January SOF, the sidebar 
called “PG-7 Grenade: Method of 
Operation” in the article “Guns 
Behind the Great Wall Part 4” 
contains the following 
misinformation: “The explosion is 
focused . . . into a super-hot gas jet 
This jet bums through armor plate.” 

While the gas jet is indeed 
super-hot, it cannot be expected to 
bum through armor plate, nor is that 
the principle by which this works. 

Ask anyone who makes a living with 
a super-hot oxy-acetylene torch how 
long it will take to bum through 
330mm of steel plate. HEAT is just a 
useful acronym. 

The method by which this works 
is well-explained in publications that 
can be purchased through your own 
magazine. But, of course, you knew 
that. Otherwise, the article and the 
rest of the magazine were the usual 
well-researched material we’ve come 
to take for granted. 

Richard B. Douglas 
Syracuse, New York 

SOF Technical Editor Peter G. 
Kokalis replies: “In attempting to 
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omit overly technical material , I 
glossed over the mechanics of jet 
formation and performance and may 
have erroneously left the impression 
that the jet cuts through the metal 
somewhat like an acetylene torch. 
While the process is extremely 
involved, it works something like 
this: When the PG-7 grenade strikes 
the target, detonation is initiated 
from the base, the detonating wave 
passes through the explosive and 
collapses the hollow cone toward the 
hollow axis. The molten metal of the 
copper cone, plus the detonating 
wave and the explosive gases all 
center on the axis and move forward 
in the form of a jet, at tremendous 
speed (about 32,800 fps), to strike 


and pierce the target by means of 
their momentum, not the heat 
generated, 

“In reference to the same article, 
another reader wrote in to say that 
The much-repeated statement that 
mesh wire fencing may short the 
fuzing current is in error. Also, the 
piling of sandbags on an AFV will 
only increase the standoff/ 
penetration of the HEAT warhead. ’ 
He is wrong on both counts, as SOF 
staffer Bob Jordan, who used the 
RPG-7 extensively in Rhodesia, can 
testify. Increasing or decreasing the 
standoff distance from the optimum 
will certainly degrade the shaped 
charge’s ability to penetrate armor 
plate. ” 


P ARTING SHOT 
COUNTERFIRE... 

Sirs: 

Re: SOF, March 1988, Parting 
Shot. 

I must register a complaint about 
the referenced article, particularly the 
centered sketch of what appears to 
be a terrorist in a ski mask speaking 
into a microphone, with an 
unattributed quotation below the 
sketch alleging criminal activity on 
my part in connection with a 
bombing attempt against Eden 
Pastora in May 1984. 

About all that \ know of the 
Christie Institute, the subject of the 
article, is that it exists. I know 
nothing about its allegations in the 
RICO lawsuit it is bringing against 
General Singlaub and others. In 
particular, I know nothing about, 
and had nothing to do with, anyone 


named Amac Galil nor with an 
attempt to kill Eden Pastora. 

My problem with the centered 
sketch and quotation is that they are 
simply left hanging out there, 
emphasized to attract attention, and 
could very well leave the impression 
with most of SOFs readers that I 
did, in fact, have some connection 
with the alleged events — or 
perhaps with some sort of terrorist 
activities. 

The quotation seems gratuitous to 
me; it adds nothing to the article 
and, without any editorial 
clarification, leaves a completely 
misleading impression about me and 
my alleged activities. I have no idea 
who Source #24 is or on what basis 
he could possibly have made such a 
statement. 

I have made a sworn statement in 
connection with the RICO case. It 


includes my statements under oath 
that the contents of the affidavit of 
Daniel Sheehan and the amended 
complaint filed in that case are false 
as they relate to me and my 
activities; that I have no personal 
first-hand knowledge of the 
allegations in that case; that I was 
never in any country in Central 
America in 1984; that I did not train 
members of the so-called contras in 
1984; I have never met John Hull, 
Amac Galil or Per Anker Hansen; I 
have no knowledge of the La Penca 
bombing and was not involved in it, 
directly or indirectly; and that the 
inference and allegations relating to 
me and any possible involvement in 
training anyone in the use of C-4 
anti-personnel explosive to be used 
in the La Penca bombing are false. 

You would do me and your 
readers a favor if you would publish 
this letter in an effort to clarify the 
otherwise misleading reference to 
me. I have no quarrel with the 
contents of the article itself, although 
I don’t know enough about the 
people, organizations and activities 
under discussion to add any 
meaningful comments about it. But 
please correct the misimpression that 
was left from your Parting Shot 
article in the March issue of SOF. 

John H. Harper 

Arlington, Virginia 

Guilty as charged. We were 
squeezing too much copy into too 
little space, and the line crediting the 
quote under the drawing to an 
affidavit filed by attorney Daniel 
Sheehan in December 1986 got 
chopped. We know that the claim 
by Source #24 that Harper, Robert 
K. Brown and General Singlaub 
were involved in the La Penca 
bombing attempt against Eden 
Pastora is utter nonsense. 


LETTERS 

Your input has made FLAK 
one of SOF’s most popular 
columns. Write and tell us your 
opinion of SOF or any subject 
you consider worth our readers' 
attention. We reserve the right 
to edit for content and brevity. 
Send letters to FLAK, c/o SOF, 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306: 
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to the Club Plan presented in 
this ad. and understand that 
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at regular low Club prices any¬ 
time I want during the next 

2 years. 

No-risk guarantee: If not 

delighted after examining my 

3 selections. I may return the 
books at Club expense. My 
membership will be canceled 
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ter what I decide. I may keep my 
FREE BOOK and FREE MAP 
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REUNIONS 

Seabees 

The Navy Seabee 
Veterans of America are 
holding their 42nd 
annual national 
convention and reunion 
in La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
from 3 to 7 August 
1988. For information 
contact: Navy Seabee 
Veterans of America, 
SVA, Island X-19, FO 
Box 1002, La Crosse, 
WI 54602-1002. 

716th MPs 

The 716th MPs, 
Companies A, B and C, 
are having their second 
reunion in Omaha, 
Nebraska, on 1 October 
1988. For information 
contact: Duane Hursey, 
Route 1, Box 187, 
Shelby, 1A 51570; 
phone (712) 544-2662. 


H onor 
roll... 

El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Conservative Caucus of 
Lower Delaware, Melvin 
King, James Reese, 
Thomas Hill, Christopher 
Marquette, Robert J. 
Redmond Jr., Ronald S. 
Hall, Broderick Mollere, 
Michael S. Bilson. 

Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund 
contributors: 

Ronald S. Hall, 
Broderick Mollere. 

Refugee Relief 
International Inc. 
contributors: 

William Kiff; Kenneth 
Schustereit — in honor of 
Ollie North; Michael A. 
Mitchell, DO; A.W. 
Cordiale. 

Our heartfelt thanks go 
out to these people and 
the numerous other 
donors who requested 
their names not be 
printed. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 




S OF UNDER 

IVAN’S SKIN... 

Moscow’s own Literatumaya Gazeta has an article 
on Afghanistan entitled “Conspiracy” in their 20 
October 1987 edition that fingers two SOF 
contributors, David Isby and Gene Scroft, as being 
ruthless enemies of the Afghan people. 

Isby is described as the one who “attained U.S. 
sanctions from Congress in order to arm Afghan 
counter-revolutionaries with Stinger [antiaircraft] 
missiles.” The article then accuses the Committee 
for a Free Afghanistan (CFA), of which Isby is a 
senior board member, of being “a tool of the CIA 
... a committee of chameleons” and provoking 
bloodshed in Afghanistan (apparently they don’t 
think the Soviet invasion in 1979 was provocation 
enough). It goes so far as to say that the CFA “is 
trying to destroy Afghan armistice with 
American-made Stingers.” 

CFA destroying the Afghan armistice? Nice try, 
Ivan. 

As for Gene Scroft, they quote from his articles 
“Yank in Afghanistan” and “Holy War Combat 
Tour” (see SOF, December ’86 and January ’87) as 
examples of how bloodthirsty the mujahideen are 
compared to the honorable, peace-loving 
communist Afghan quislings who have been, among 
other things, sending young Afghans to re-education 
camps in the Soviet Union and trying to “liberate” 
Afghanistan from itself. Figure that one out. 

We’re happy Ivan is such an avid reader of SOF. 
Just so there’s no mistake about our views, let us 
reiterate — we hope the Sovs continue to get their 
collective butts kicked until they retreat from 
Afghanistan. 

The CFA is an excellent source of information on 
that conflict. Give them a call at (202) 546-7577. 


R iots in 

NICARAGUA... 

Hundreds of anti-Sandinista 
rioters, protesting a failed economy 
and forced military recruiting, took 
to the streets of Monimbo, 

Nicaragua, on 8 February 1988. 
Chanting anti-government slogans, 
the angered crowd pelted the local 
police station with rocks and set fire 
to cars. The following night an even 
larger group of demonstrators set up 
barricades of burning tires. Interior 
Minister Tomas Borge personally led 
a force of paramilitary units to deal 
with the demonstrators. They broke 
up the crowd with clubs, battered 
journalists and seized news film. 

Sandinista military reaction in 
Monimbo was restrained by the fact 
that nearly a decade ago, this Indian 
shantytown was the site of the first 
major urban insurrection against 
Anastasio Somoza, and ever since 
official speeches have been 
peppered with references to “heroic 
Monimbo.” 

Even so, some Sandinistas are 
apparently losing patience with 
opponents and are threatening to 
clamp down hard again. “We may 
not have a state of emergency 
anymore, but it’s not legal ... to 
publish calls to resist the draft,” says 
Nelba Blandon, spokeswoman for 
the Interior Ministry. 

Such a crackdown might not be 
necessary, as many Nicaraguans are 
simply too demoralized and 
exhausted to oppose the 
well-entrenched Marxist regime in 
Managua. “People are devoting 
most of their time just to surviving; 
there aren’t enough hours in the day 
to protest too,” says one diplomat. 
“Besides,” says Miriam Mejia as she 
stands outside her dilapidated store, 
whose outside walls have been 
painted with pro-Sandinista 
propaganda, “I’d love to paint over 
it, but there’s no paint!” 


D ON’T STEP IN 

THE GLASNOST !... 

Remember in 1987 when 
thousands of Latvians held a 
demonstration just outside Red 
Square in Moscow? And remember 
how it was heralded in the news 
media as a great symbol of the new 
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freedoms allowed by Gorby’s 
glasnost ? Well, once again, only half 
the news was fit to print. 

While Latvians demonstrated in 
Moscow, Soviet troops and tanks 
were moving into Riga, Latvia’s 
capital, under orders from 
Gorbachev. Martial law had been 
declared in retribution for the lawless 
conduct of the demonstrators. 
Consequently, hundreds of Latvians 
were summarily beaten, arrested and 
jailed in Riga while Western 
reporters gleefully handed the 
Soviets a propaganda victory in Red 
Square. 

Then in February 1988, the Red 
Army converged on the Armenian 
capital of Yerevan to break up what 
were reported as the largest 
unsanctioned gatherings in Soviet 
history (witnesses claim over a 
million demonstrators participated). 

A senior Politburo official was 
quoted as saying there had been 
“human victims” (read “casualties”) 
of the daily unrest there. 

These reports substantiate what 
SOF has always suspected: Glasnost 
doesn’t extend beyond Moscow city 
limits. Why should it, since Moscow 
is where Western attention is 
focused? For while the Soviets 
publicly claim that glasnost means 
“openness,” a quick glance at a 
Russian/English dictionary tells the 
real story — glasnost means 
“publicity” in English. Get the 
picture? 

Looks like the West has been sold 
yet another length of rope with 
which to hang itself. 


E thiopian 

CROWD CONTROL... 

Troops of the Ethiopian 
communist Mengistu government 
opened fire 22 February 1988 on 
thousands of unarmed peasants at a 
food relief center for drought victims. 
The 26 February edition of the Wall 
Street Journal reports that at least 
20 peasants were killed, many more 
wounded. 

Foreign relief workers who 
witnessed the shootings say that 
government troops became agitated 
when peasants resisted forced 
resettlement, apparently 
remembering the Mengistu 
government’s last resettlement effort, 
which resulted in the deaths of 
100,000 of those resettled. 

The Mengistu government denies 
the allegations, stating that this, as 
with all of its previous resettlement 
programs, was strictly “voluntary.” 



C ONTRA 
BONDS... 

Public fund-raising for the democratic resistance 
in Nicaragua is vitally important now that the U.S. 
House of Representatives has voted to cut off aid. 
The Washington, DC-based Council for 
Inter-American Security (CIS) has come up with an 
idea that should have been instituted long ago — 
selling Nicaraguan freedom bonds. 

In the words of CIS President L. Francis 
Bouchey, these zero-coupon bonds would be “a 
means for legitimate, legal and fully public 
fund-raising for the democratic forces.” Bouchey 
and his organization’s 185,000 members and 
supporters are prepared to organize “a high-level 
committee of prominent U.S. citizens to assist in the 
marketing and sale of these securities.” 

For more information on this “neat idea” whose 
time has come, contact: Council for Inter-American 
Security, 122 C Street NW, Suite 330, Washington, 
DC; phone (202) 543-6622. 



S PETSNAZ 

IN ALASKA... 

The Pentagon is 
reporting growing 
evidence that Soviet 
special forces (Spetsnaz) 
may be secretly training 
on the isolated beaches 
of Alaska’s windswept 
St. Lawrence Island, 
located 40 miles 
southeast of Siberia in 
the Bering Sea. Officials 
say the covert landing 
site is apparently being 
used to train Spetsnaz 
personnel on how to 
penetrate U.S. territory. 

First Sergeant Renard 
Nichols of the Alaska 
National Guard in 
Nome says, “They 
[Soviets] have an 
antenna field on Big 
Diomede. It could be 
that they’re 
pre-positioning some 
satellite communications 
equipment. They also 
may be setting up 
caches. Or they could 
be exercising to see if 
they can come onto the 
island undetected.” 

U.S. intelligence 
sources report that 
Soviet-made military 
gear, including a gas 
mask with filters for a 
new chemical agent, a 
life raft half buried in 
the sand, shoulder- 
board insignia from 
Soviet uniforms, fuel 
drums with Soviet 
markings and buoys 
with explosive charges 
have been recovered in 
the area. Fresh boot 
prints have also been 
spotted heading inland. 

“I don’t want to 
speculate,” says Major 
General John Schaeffer, 
also of the Alaska 
National Guard. “We 
don’t have a Soviet 
person on hand so we 
can completely verify 
this, but circumstantial 
evidence is that they’re 
conducting some activity 
on the island.” 

SOF is currently 
investigating these 
allegations. Watch for 
our follow-up report in 
the months ahead. ^ 
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SOUND DETECTORS 


DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 
SOUND 5000 
TIMES 

The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 

$148 

Postpaid 

o* 


The most sophisticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at a great distance, the VanSleek has 
now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain, sounds leap across blocks and 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses 
of the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and 
satisfaction is over-whelming. Receptivity plus. 
\fcnSleek is superior to direct receiver 
products, utilizes a built-in 3W parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only 
found on larger, more expensive units. 
Convenient size, small enough for use in tight 
places. Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state 
circuitry. Powered by 6 pen-light batteries for 
increased amplitude. $148.00 postpaid and 
worth it! 


BUG BOX 


You Need The 

BUG BOX f 

For Telephone 

Privacy 

Assure complete telephone privacy with 
this telephone tap detector. It’s the only 
device of its kind that prevents same-line 
eavesdropping PLUS notifies you of 
unauthorized intrusion onto your line. While 
most tap-detectors must screw into your 
phone’s mouthpiece, the BUG BOX is totally 
independent: plug your modular phone into 
tiny (3" x 2” x 1”) BUG BOX, then plug BUG 
BOX into the wall jack. Now you’ve got 
TOTAL privacy — BUG BOX’s red indicator 
light lets you know if someone is 
eavesdropping AND if someone has 
intentionally (or unintentionally) tapped 
your lines inside or outside the house. 
BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every phone 
in your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not only 
tells you if someone else is on the line, it 
KEEPS THEM OFF with its Privacy Shut-out 
Circuit. THEY CAN’T LISTEN IN EVEN IF 
THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG BOX and 
use its red indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come ‘ion line”; buy as 
many BUG BOX’s as you have phones, and 
have it both ways — total Privacy Shut-out 
plus visible red light indicators. NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 
postpaid, and each additional unit for 
$30.00 each. 


UMBRELLA 

SWORD 


Known 4 

to be Pi 

popular with 

agents of fact and 

fiction. Rattan handle, 

large black umbrella and 

20 sword in shaft. Length 36”. 



STUN GUN 



Lets You See Them... 

But They Can’t See You 
AN/PAS-5 INFRARED 
GOGGLES 

Used by U.S. forces in Viet 
Nam and refined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and 
counter-terrorist campaigns. 

Direct from Israeli storerooms and 
operation ready. 

Now you can see them but they w aaaa 

can’t see you! Blend into the night, Li SoiJo 

virtually invisible while your IR goggles 

turn night into day. The ultimate in KU5) 1KAIU 

high-tech. Ideal for surveillance, hunting, war games, police, survival settings, home 
security, urban patrolling. 

Designed for “hands free” operation. Fit snug on head. Weigh about 11-oz. Here’s 
what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 IR goggle binoculars 2) built-in close-up lens assembly 3) 
light restriction caps 4) operating manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact carrying 
case 7) 4 V 2 ” super concave IR filter 8) 100,000 candlepower Blue Streak Rescue Light 
(light source) 9) adjusting head strap assembly. Additional batteries $5.00 each, 1-3/4” 
IR filter $9.00, 5-3/8” IR filter $16.00, 4 W concave IR filter $16.00. 

Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here is your chance for just $398.00 to own 
a sophisticated IR system complete with everything you need for operation — goggles, 
light source, filter and more. Sorry, at these prices NO credit cards or COD; money 
orders and cashiers checks ONLY for this item. 


NOVA XR5000 
$63 POSTPAID 

50,000 VOLTS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 
can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly ‘‘scramble” attacker's 
nervous system causing immediate 
(temporary) paralysis! By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he will drop helpless 
even through many layers of clothing. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires a 9 volt 
nicad battery and charger $16.00. The Nova 
is sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpaid. This is the authentic American 
made product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm 
of your hand, order today. 


BOMBER JACKET 


I tear gas II SECRET EAR 1 


PENalyzer 
CS Tear Gas 
$8.95 

Looks like an ordinary ball point 
* pen, complete with pocket clip. 
v But pull off the cap and you've 
got a potent punch of CS Tear 
GAS at your disposal. Wear 
PENalyzer in your shirt pocket 
and have unobtrusive security no 
matter where you are. 8g aresol 
shoots disabling blast 6 to 8 feet. 
PENalyzer is filled in France by 
one of the world's oldest and 
largest manufacturers of chemi¬ 
cals and equipment for 
police/military applications. 
Special Dutchman price of $8.95 
each or six for $2900 postpaid. 
HurTy, supplies are limited on this 
very unique product. 


MACE® 


Don't mistake MACE with jSr&Tl \ 

lesser tear gas aerosols. ^ 

Chemical MACE delivers a ( 

potent punch of highly 

purified CN tear gas to L ' 

incapacitate an assailant 

allowing you plenty of time to 

get away. MK-VI unit comes 

in individual gun’like case 

with real trigger action. 

Unique pistol grip allows quick hand orientation 
and sure action; attach to key-ring, purse or belt. 
Fires about 25 half-second bursts. Order one for 
$14.50 and SAVE by ordering six for $60.00. 


LETTER BOMB 
DETECTOR 


For Protection $169.00 POSTPAID 

& Surveillance -—--__ 

Via Your 

Telephone. ^ vL^ 

Tele-Monitor fei r# CjB if 
2000 lets you !■ Jf 

discreetly Jfjjlp B 

listen in on unusual M 

activities on any premises m 

via the telephone. Small device (5W” x 3VT x 1") plugs 
into any modular jack. Does not require beeper/pager; 
takes just a touch tone phone. Simply call number Tele- 
Monitor is attached to, access by pushing the correct 
touch-tone buttons. Once activated, super sensitive 
mike picks up the most minute of sounds. Monitor 
computers printer operations while you're away; use 
for security to hear any unusual sounds — smoke 
alarm, surge alarm, cries for help, muffled sounds of 
burglars at work. Compatible with any American phone 
exchange. Up to four units can be attached to one 
phone line, so you can monitor from room to room. 
Normal phone operations are not affected. American- 
made, state-of-the-art and priced right for just $169.00 
oostpaid (additional units $150.00 each). Order by mail 


PORTABLE ELECTRONIC 





For just $46.00 because it’s made of 
all THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 
\j,|r WWII Bomber Jacket for the 
Aviator/Racer look. Made of Dura- 
Hide, a man-made feather that defies 
you to tell it from the real thing. 
This is your chance to pick up the hottest look today 
at a very reasonable price. Check out these features: 
heavy duty Brass zippers: horizontal (zippered) and 
vertical front pockets; zippered left sleeve utility 
pocket; heavy duty knit cuffs and waistband; heavy 
weight pile collar; stylish epaulettes on each shoulder; 
inside storm flap for wind resistance; 100% nylon 
lining; 8-ounces polyester body fill for warmth that 
doesn't weigh you down. This is a jacket taking 
America by Storm.. .don’t miss out. Order yours 
today for just $46.00 plus $300 shipping. Specify 
XS (30-32), S (34-36), M (3840), L (42-44), XL (46) 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK or 
BROWN. 


$130 

POSTPAID 


X-RAY 

UTTER BOMB 
DETECTOR 


RESTWCTtt 


Amazing chemical spray 
renders envelope temporarily 
transparent for 30 seconds 
then dries without a trace. 
Check suspected letterbombs 
for wires, batteries, etc.; 
inspect contents for contra¬ 
band materials without 
opening the envelope! Odor¬ 
less, leaves no markings or 
discoloration of envelope. 
Warning: Not to be used on 
U.S. Mail except by addres¬ 
see; be certain of your legal 
rights. 6-oz. can, $15x10 
postpaid, two for $27.00 
($13.50 each) and three for 
$36.00 ($12.00 each). 


Tiny 4” x 5” x 1” Electronic Infrared Motion 
Detector Alarm AUTOMATICALLY senses 
any movement in its path. Passive, infrared 
device is a free-standing, completely self- 
contained unit that can be set up anywhere 
instantly. Now you’ve got a PORTABLE 
SECURITY DEVICE that’s sensitive enough 
to detect any person or object moving past 
it; upon sensing movement alarm sounds 
instantaneously. Use it to guard your 
perimeter or for easy set-up security when 
camping, boating or guarding your home 
or office. Applications are endless — you 
can even use this alarm to announce 
guests. No wiring required, powered by 
four AA batteries. Hang on wall, place on 
table or floor — the choice is yours. $20.00 
postpaid, each additional unit $15.00 each. 


CHARGE CARD ORDERS 
Toil Free 800-821-5157 
In Missouri 816-221-3581 


We ship UPS 

Please provide streei address 


MAIL IN ORDERS 

Send check or money order to the 
address below. 

The Dutchman 
Dept. 588 
P.O. Box 12548 
Overland Park, KS 66212 






TOTAL 
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r ALCON SIGHT 

Time required to acquire a target 
is crucial in combat — seconds 
count This in part explains the 
growing popularity of electronic, red 
dot-type sights, which allow for more 
rapid target acquisition than standard 
sights. 

A leader has now emerged in this 
field — the Elbit Falcon electronic 
gunsight. Falcon features a tubeless 
large viewing port that doesn’t 
require exact eye positioning, 
enabling you to sight in almost 
instantly. Falcon is made to tough 
U.S. military specifications and will 
fit almost any rifle, shotgun or 
handgun. Elbit recruited the Israel 
Defense Forces to help test and 
evaluate Falcon. It deserves a 


ADVENTURE ( 
QUARTERMASTE 


by Tom Slizewski 


serious look. 

Both the AR-15/M 16 standard 
and “Weaver-type” mounts are 
included in the $249.90 suggested 
retail price (H-BAR and Carbine 
require special mounts). Installation 


is a snap and requires no special 
tools. Take a look at the Elbit Falcon 
at your local gun shop or contact 
Elbit/Inframetrics, Dept SOF, 12 
Oak Park Dr., Bedford, MA 01730; 
phone (617) 275-8990. 


doesn’t promote tunnel vision and 
allows for full use of peripheral 
vision. They’re comfortable, fog 
resistant and will fit over 
regular-sized eyeglasses. 

Wearers may notice a light leak 
around the temple area. The word 
from De Santis is that users have 
voiced a preference for this. I found 
it bothersome. Police departments 
around the country are ordering 
them. 

At $9.95, they’re a bargain. 

Contact De Santis, Dept. SOF, 
149 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, 
NY 11040; phone (516) 354-8000. 


Mach™,™ 

Tens of thousands of machetes 
have been commercially produced, 
and most could be categorized as 
nondescript utilitarian tools. Now A1 
Mar introduces a machete that just 
may change this blade’s image as 
the workhorse of the knife world. 
Appropriately named Pathfinder, A1 
Mar’s 14-inch, AM-6 stain-resistant 
steel-bladed marvel surpasses any 
machete currently available. 

In addition to the double-edged 
blade, Pathfinder features a full brass 
hand guard and a handle made 
from nearly indestructible DuPont 
Zytel, a space-age plastic compound. 

There’s more to Pathfinder than 
its separate parts, however. There’s 


D AY FOR NIGHT 

When’s the best time to practice 
your night/low light shooting 
technique? During the day, of 
course, using De Santis Low Light 
Simulator Goggles (LLSGs). It’s a 
fact that most shooting incidents 
occur in dim or low light, and yet 
few police officers, let alone ordinary 
citizens, receive training or practice 
firing under these conditions. De 
Santis hopes to change this with its 
LLSGs, which allow you to practice 
night firing anytime. 

Among the outstanding features 
found on De Santis LLSGs is their 
unique wraparound design, which 
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an unmatched feeling of style about 
this blade. How do you explain 
style? Let me suggest a trip to your 
cutlery retailer. This knife must be 
seen to be believed. 

You get what you pay for, quality 
doesn’t come cheap ... these 
cliches apply to A1 Mar’s Pathfinder. 
At $250 a whack, I suspect only 
serious machete users will inquire. 

Contact A1 Mar Knives, Dept. 
SOF, PO Box 1626, 5755 SW Jean 
Rd., Suite 101, Lake Oswego, OR 
97035; phone (503) 635-9229. 















D ISPLAY FOR OLD GLORY 

Families of deceased members of 
the armed services buried with 
military honors receive a United 
States flag by which to remember 
their loved ones. This flag is folded 
in the standard triangle fashion, 
placed in a protective plastic bag 
and given to the family at the end of 
the burial ceremony. The VA 
presented over 350,000 flags in 
1987 alone. 

Up until now there hasn’t been a 
way to display this flag, and many 
ended up in drawers, boxes and 
closets. This bothered George 
Wurtzel, who has now gone into the 
business of making high-quality 
display cases for these flags. For 
$150 you get a custom-made 


walnut, mahogany or cherry wood 
case, the top half of which is lined 
with velvet, enabling you to attach 
appropriate service ribbons and 
medals. On the lid is a brass casting 
of the eagle from the Great Seal of 
the United States. 

These are beautiful, solidly 
constructed pieces of furniture made 
for display in the living rooms, dens 
and libraries of America’s veterans. 

Contact George Wurtzel, do 
SellAmerica, Dept SOF, PO Box 
699, 822 Second Ave. SW, Hickory, 
NC 28602; phone (704) 322-8665. 


Lost and found 

If you spend much time alone in 
the wilderness or on the open sea, 
you may have thought about what 
to do in case of an emergency. 
Animal attack, a broken bone or a 
dozen other circumstances could 
prevent you from making it back to 
civilization. So what do you do 
when you need help and you find 
yourself in the middle of nowhere? 

If you’re carrying ELP’s Human 
Emergency Locator transmitter, help 
is close at hand. Just extend the 
antenna, remove a magnet and the 
Human Emergency Locator will 
immediately transmit a distress signal 
to a network of orbiting satellites 


monitored by the U.S. Air Force and 
Coast Guard. Soon a search and 
rescue mission will be mobilized to 
find you. The emergency locator will 
work anywhere in the northern 
hemisphere and is waterproof, 
shockproof and functions at 
temperatures down to minus 50 
degrees. 



This is must-have equipment for 
private pilots, boaters or anyone 
venturing into the wilderness for an 
extended time. Retail price is 
$149.95. 

All parts are made and assembled 
in the United States. Contact 
Emergency Locator Products Corp., 
Dept. SOF, 1565D Fifth Industrial 
Court, Bayshore, NY 11706; phone 
(516) 666-5049. ^ 


Now, The Proven Galil is available in Both the proven gas operation system, yet is easily field stripped, 

.223 and .308. cleaned and reassembled in seconds. 




Taking advantage of proven design and advanced firearms 
technology, the GALIL carries the ultimate refinement of 


Both the ,308 and .223 models can be operated by left or 
right handed shooters with ease and carry an array of 
advanced features like: flip-up tritium night 
sights; a quick-operating, ambidextrous 
safety; a rigid folding stock and magazine 
capacities of up to 50 rounds. The .223 
has an optional magazine adapter which 
allows the use of surplus M-16/AR-15 magazines. 

Write for the complete Action Arms Ltd catalog describing 
the GAUL, the UZI CARBINE and PISTOL, 
ACTION AMMO and the MARK V ACTION SIGHT. 


lass, 

Navi ~ fit An 


Contact: Action Arms Ltd., Dept. SF-GA58 

P.O. Box 9573, Philadelphia PA 19124 


action arms ltd. 


























THE MASK OF COMMAND. By 
John Keegan. Viking Penguin 
Inc. f Dept. SOF f 40 West 23rd 
Street, New York, NY 10010. 
1987. 368 pages. Hardcover. 
$18.95. Review by Tom Marks. 


IN REVIEW 


W, 




HATEVER failures the U.S. 
armed forces have experienced over 
the last 20 years must ultimately be laid 
at the feet of their leadership. This con¬ 
tention has sparked considerable con¬ 
troversy in recent years and noted mili¬ 
tary historian John Keegan now adds a 
highly relevant work to the debate. 

Leadership in war is the topic of The 
Mask of Command. Using four ex¬ 
amples — Alexander the Great, Wel¬ 
lington, Grant and Hitler — Keegan 
makes a solid case for his claim that 
“the generalship of one age may not at 
all resemble that of another.” Ulti¬ 


mately, Keegan asserts, to understand 
the great leaders of the past it is neces¬ 
sary to comprehend their “time and 
place.” Alexander the Great, for in¬ 
stance, was the perfect embodiment of 
the “heroic leadership” demanded by a 
warrior society in an age of close-in com¬ 
bat Likewise, “Wellington, like it or not, 
had to command close at hand” since 
technology had not shrunk time and 
space to allow otherwise. 

In contrast, Ulysses S. Grant ap¬ 
peared at a juncture when technology 
had shrunk time and space drastically, 
thereby expanding battlefield front¬ 
ages. The result was that the heroic 
style of leadership was no longer feasi¬ 


ble. Finally, there is Hitler, an example 
of what Keegan terms “false heroic” 
leadership. Hitler’s incorrect assump¬ 
tion that he could lead completely from 
the rear led to his defeat. 

Keegan has found an insightful way 
of summarizing the lessons to be 
drawn from his four subjects. Ultimate¬ 
ly, the commander’s dilemma boils 
down to two questions: “Where to 
stand, how often to be seen?” and “In 
front always, sometimes or never?” 

The answer to the first question de¬ 
pends largely upon the society at hand. 
Technology and circumstances drive 
the second query. To the question “In 
front always, sometimes or never?” 
Alexander would have responded, 
“Always”; Wellington, “Sometimes”; 
Grant, “Not if I can help it”; and Hitler, 
“Never.” The answers are different, 
but only Hitler judged incorrectly. 

Keegan’s lesson for American mili¬ 
tary leadership is clear: We have been 
unsuccessful because we have re¬ 
duced military leadership to an indus¬ 
trial process. “Management” rather 
than “leadership” is the norm, the be¬ 
lief being that application of resources 
in correct measure according to in¬ 
variant rules will result in a product — 
success. In addition, the required mea¬ 
sure of heroism has disappeared amid 
the distribution of meaningless decora¬ 
tions for “service” and combat decora¬ 
tions given simply for having partici¬ 
pated in a military operation. This is the 
“false heroic” approach writ large, 
with dire, predictable results for any 
army that practices it. 


THE RAVENS. By Chris Robbins. 
Crown Publishers Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 225 Park Avenue South, 
New York, NY 10003. 1987. 420 
pages. Hardcover. Review by Jim 
Graves. 



THE “Other Theater” was the war 
just to the left of the one most of us 
fought and, though a secret war, 
enough tales drifted over from Laos 
that we had a vague idea of what was 
going on beyond the mountains. 

Everything we heard about Laos 
was larger than life and stranger than 
fiction. Rumor had it that in Laos you 
could find covert Special Forces advis¬ 
ers and CIA paramilitary spooks, pilots 
right out of “Terry and the Pirates,” 
Stone Age native troops led by war¬ 
lords, and the best bordellos in Asia — 
all players in a war that officially wasn ’ t 

But to hear even a whisper of the 
Ravens you had to have a really hot 
source. They were, according to 
rumor, a wild and outlandish group — 


long haired; hard drinking; arrogant; 
wearing blue jeans, cowboy hats, Ray- 
Ban sunglasses and Rolexes — who 
flew overloaded 0-1 Bird Dog single¬ 
engine prop planes low enough to col¬ 
lect leaves and take scalps. 

Essentially it was all true. Ravens 
were FACs (forward air controllers) 
who spotted for the CIA’s secret army. 
Strictly a volunteer program, the 
Ravens were recruited from Air Force 
FACs in Vietnam after about six 
months duty there and enrolled in 
what was known as the “Steve Can¬ 
yon Program.” From Vietnam they 
were sent to Thailand and then Laos. 

In the field, the CIA and the Laotian 
generals ran the show. The Ravens 
were charged with controlling air 
strikes in support of the Laotian gov- 
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Your Supply Depot, lm. 

39W433 Highland Ave., Elgin, IL 60123 
Order Toll-Free 1-800-872-2838 * IL residents call 1-312-697-0222 


Laser Aiming System LS45 


New 8x Mini 
Binoculars 


Magazines for your 
Favorite Guns! 

#800 AMT .380 $15 

#801 AMT .22 $15 

#802 PPK/S.380 $14 

#803 PPK.380 $14 

#804 LugerP-08 $16 
#601 Uzi 32 rd. 9mm $15 
#700 Hi-Power 13 rd. $15 
#701 Hi-Power 21 rd. $20 
#510 Gl .45 auto 7 rd. $7 
#405 Mitchell 50 rd. drum 
for Ruger 10/22 $35 

#200 20 rd. for Mini-14 $10 
#202 30 rd. for Mini-14 $15 
#204 40 rd. for Mini-14 $25 
#102 M-16 30 rd. $10 
#103 M-16 40 rd. $25 
#306 M-1 Carb. 30 rd. $8 


The first truly affordable, compact and reliable laser sight. Built 
to stringent military specifications - in use by military and police 
special units. Compact-71/2"x13/8"x2 M . Weighs less than 8 oz 
#310002 LS45 Laser Aiming System $449.95 

How to Get Anything 
on Anybody 

This is the encyclopedia of 
advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques used 
by virtually every serious in¬ 
telligence agency in the 
world! Now you can learn 
every trick used by detective 
and intelligence agencies. 

Learn to listen thru walls, see 
In the dark, pick locks, obtain 
personal records and more! 

Four experts tell how to bug 
any target and avoid surveil¬ 
lance. A source guide to as¬ 
sembling three super spy 
systems that out-class any 
packaged system. 8-1/2x11, 

260 pages. Over 100 sources 
for surveillance and counter- 
surveillance gear 

#pioi $30.00 


Black rubber armored for the 
outdoorsman, hunter. Com¬ 
pact and lightweight, only 
10.5 oz. 368 ft. field of view at 
1000 yds. Quick, easy center- 
focus. Coated optics. Exit 
pupil 2.6mm. 21 mm obj. lens. 
With case and lens cover. 
#090450 $49.95 


Super Snoooper 

Extremely sensitive, point- 
able, electronic listening de¬ 
vice amplifies and feeds all 
available sounds through 
stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off 
circuit measures incoming 
signal and protects you from 
harmful high volume noise. 
You can hear a whisper at 100 
yds., a car door shutting at 5 
blocks, your dog hot on a trail 
2 miles away. Uses standard 
9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 
Bionic Booster increases 
the receiving surface area 37 
times, making it more direc¬ 
tional and powerful. Snapson 
and off easily. 

The Bionic Ear 
#310300 Receiver/Headset 
$79.95 

#310301 Bionic Booster 

$34.95 


Camo Ranger Vest 

Woodland camo Ranger vest 
doesn’t have sleeves...just 
lots of pockets to keep every¬ 
thing you need handy and at 
your side. 8 pockets in all. 
Cotton blend. Shirt-tail sides 
and hide-away hood in collar. 
A rugged action vest whether 
you are wearing fatigues or 
jeans. Specify: S (34-36), M 
(38-40), L (42-44), XL (46- 
48). 

#0148C0 $39.95 


G.l. Web Gear 
#250130 LC-1 Nylon 

Suspenders$14.95 
#250110LC-2 Pistol Belt, M 
$10.95 

#250120 LC-2 Pistol Belt. L 

_$11,95 


New 

Military 

Berets 


USAF MA-1 
Flyer's Jacket 


Mil-Spec 100% wool with 
leather sweatband. Lined 
with stiffener for flash. The 
very finest made. Sizes: (S) 7, 
(M) 71/4, (L) 71/2, (XL) 7 3/4. 
Colors: S.F. Green (G), 
Ranger Black (S), Rod (R), 
Camo (C). 

#oii3() $12.95 


Paralyzer Tear Gas 

Spray tear gas leaves attack¬ 
ers temporarily helpless, 
causing burning sensation to 
the eyes, nose and throat. 
This shotgun pattern spray is 
safe to the user and bystand¬ 
ers. Pocket model fires 50 
one second blasts to 8 ft. Po¬ 
lice model fires 4-times the 
volume to 18 ft. 

#260701 Pocket $5.95 
(12 for $50.00) 
#260703 Police $8.95 
(12 for $90.00) 


Mechanics 
G.l. Tool Bag 

O.D. green. 6"x12"x7" .Plus 
two flapped compartmental¬ 
ized pockets. Reinforced bot¬ 
tom. Two carrying straps. 
#2803G0 $18.95 


Grenades 


Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Available in 
Sage Green or Black. Specify 
size and color. 

#0134()0 $49.95 


Tear Gas Guns 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolver 
or 7-shot automatic fires tear 
gas cartridges or blanks as 
fast as you can pull the trig¬ 
ger. Heavy-duty meta! con¬ 
struction with quick, easy 
ejection. Checkered grips. 
Comes with belt holster, tear 
gas (10) and blanks (100). 
8-Shot Revolver 

G.l. Compass #260110 Blue $19.95 

#260120 Chrome $24.95 
7-Shot Automatic 

f In #260510 Blue $21.95 

| *JJ #260520 Chrome $26.95 


Look and feel like the real 
thing but are completely 
harmless. Full weight with 
detachable lever and pin. 3 
styles - Pineapple WW II (0), 
Egg Vietnam issue (1), or 
Baseball Current issue (2), 

#1721 G() $9.95 ea. 


iRPy » New Z-77 Automatic 

i Fires 20 rounds as fast as 
JHt you can pull the trigger. 

“ Authentically styled with a 20-shot 
magazine. Folding stock, adjustable sling. Solid steel, 
smoothbore barrel. 80 shots per C0 2 cartridge. Fires .177 
BB's at 350-440 fps. Weighs: 2 lbs. 3 oz. Length: Closed: 
16Vi", Open: 25". 

#464407 Z-77 Automatic $49.95 


Ordering Information 

By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Include check, money order or credit card 
information. 

By Phone: Call 1-800-872-2838. Have all product and credit card information 
ready. Illinois residents call 1-312-697-0222. Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday- 
Friday. COD orders accepted. COD charge $5 extra. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

We Accept VISA, MASTERCARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS! 


British 

Commando 

Knife 

#170300 > 
$29.95 


Brand New! Latest issue Gl 
lensatic compass comes with 
neck strap and Gl case. 

FSN 6605-151-137 
#2502G0 $34.95 


Minnie 

Zapper 


Chapman Gun 
Screwdriver Kit 

A must for every gun owner. 
Special gunscrew blades. 
Multiple heads with both a 
standard and ratchet handle. 
Convenient carrying case. 
Heat treated tool steel. 
#240400 $21.95 


Your Supply Depot, Ltd. D s e £ 

39W433 Highland Ave., Elgin, IL 60123 (312) 697-0222 

Qty. I Number I Description/Size/Color I Price 


Smallest, lightest stun gun 
available. Weighs only a few 
ounces but packs a 35,000 
volt bite that will stop any at¬ 
tacker. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $59.95 

#310801 Battery & Charger 
$19.95 


Charge my: Q MasterCard Q Visa Q Amex 


SubTotal 


-wtifWMIl 


■T)New MX5 Mega-Dart Pistol 

Drives a wire dart thru Vfe" plywood! 
■ Hard-hitting accuracy up to 50 yards and 
B more. Velocity exceeds 720 fps. uses .40 
1 caliber darts. Comes with 10 darts. 
Mega-Dart Pistol $49.95 


Shipping 


Credit Card Number 


Illinois Residents add 


New Fully Illustrated 
Catalog Send $1.00 


Expiration Date 

| 1 Check Enclosed Q Money Order 


Total 


Address 













YOU DON’T NEED 
CASTRO’S PERMISSION 

l TO SMOKE CUBAN-SEED HANDMADE CIGARS! 1 



HANDMADESFORTHE MAN 
WHO THOUGHT HE 
COULDN’T AFFORD THEM! 

I'll &srni them Id you Irorn ISmpa ir* fine 
■Cigar ciipilriloF top S^mptopig 

etgars :i my naw34v«r Mtde on 
5dii i"lfi and Erjay ;t vsx;n::-::rl il new 
smoking w real kxi. I I! inOjde a gansf- 
:<j£ damping df J Kiri:f.nhandmade 

stus a nice setecflon o* virfiage-'eaf. 

:ong-Nler and cut liber cigars all par- 
tocffy bonded lor rjuidnasa and flavor 
These superb smokes are made with expertly blended Cuban- 
seed-leaf tobaccos grown and cured the old Cuban way in Honduras 
from seed smuggled out of Cuba. They’re mild, flavorful and extremely satisfying 
to the cigar smoker who’s looking for something new, something better, something 
exceptionally tasty. Experts earn tell them from Havana. You won’t be able to either, when 
you try them. Natural wrapper. If you’re ready for a luxuriously enjoyable smoking experience, try them now. 


GIFT IDEA! 


SEND CIGARS 


TO A FRIEND 




MY OFFER TO 
CIGAR LOVERS 

I'll send you postpaid a selection 
of 42 factory-fresh cigars—a 
special selection of Honduras 
handmades, vintage-leaf long- 
filler and cut filler smokes. If 
these cigars aren’t all you ex¬ 
pected, return the unsmoked 
ones by United Parcel or Parcel 
Post within 30 days and I’ll 
refund your money No ques¬ 
tions asked. Your delivered cost 
is only $10.90 for 42 factory- 
fresh. Cuban-seed-leaf cigars. 




GOOD IN 
IEDITCAI 
.IVERY B' 


rTo order, fill in and mail coupon to B-763~l 

l THOMPSON CIGAR CO. I 

. 5401 Hangar Ct., Dept. B763, Box 30303, Tampa, FL 33630 
1 O.K., TOM! Ship me the Silver Medallion Sampler under your money- 
| back guarantee for only $10.90. | 

, □ Check for $10.90 enclosed (Fla. residents add 5% sales tax) 

| □ Charge $10.90 to my □ VISA □ American Express | 

, □ MasterCard □ Diners Club , 


I Credit Cart No. (Print all digits) EXP DATE 


name 



TOLL-FREE 1-800-237-2559 

IN FLORIDA, CALL 1-800-282-0646 


emment forces, Vang Pao’s Hmong 
forces and lost Special Forces units 
against the Pathet Lao and the NVA 
(North Vietnamese Army). 

The Ravens remain a unique, 
mysterious and mischievous group. 
They have a reunion organization 
known as the Edgar Allan Poe Literary 
Society. Some years ago Robbins and 
I were sitting in a Bangkok bar with a 
group of Society regulars when the talk 
turned to the war and luck. All the 
Ravens fished inside their shirts and 
pulled out gold Buddhas and tiger- 
tooth charms worn nearly featureless 
by death grips applied during thrills 
and spills over Laos. A ferocious discus¬ 
sion erupted among the Ravens over 
whose charm had more power. Points 
were proven by saying things like “Now 
this Buddha got me out the night I land¬ 
ed and refueled on the NVA-controlled 
airstrip at Muong Sai.” 

It was that kind of war, and Chris 
Robbins has done an outstanding job 
of describing it and capturing the kind 
of character who flew in it. 


SURVIVE SAFELY ANYWHERE. 
By John Wiseman. Crown Pub¬ 
lishers, Dept. SOF, 225 Park Ave¬ 
nue South, New York, NY 10003. 
1986. 288 pages. $29.95. Review 
by Leroy Thompson. 

JOHN “Lofty” Wiseman, relying on 
his 26 years in the SAS, decided he 
could offer some guidance on the sub¬ 
ject of survival for the general public. 
As he wrote his guidebook the thought 
that the book would reach #2 on the 
British non-fiction bestseller list was a 
long way from his mind. 

The resulting book, Survive Safely 
Anywhere, may well be the most au¬ 
thoritative survival manual on the mar¬ 
ket. In Britain the book is titled Survive 
Anywhere Safely to draw on the SAS’s 
well-known initials, but the editor in 
the States changed the title, apparently 
not having a clue what the SAS is. 

Survive Safely Anywhere is so 
comprehensive and well-organized 
that even someone who has no desire 
to spend time in the wilderness will 
gain useful knowledge from reading it 
Major sections of the book include: 
How to Survive, Strategies for Surviv¬ 
al, Food, Reading the Signs, On the 
Move, First Aid, Survival at Sea, Disas¬ 
ter Survival and Rescue. Within these 
major sections information is organ¬ 
ized into subsections for rapid refer¬ 
ence. The book is even sturdily bound 
so that it can be carried aboard a boat 
or in a pack. 

Survive Safely Anywhere is high¬ 
ly recommended for experts and lay¬ 
men alike as an essential piece of kit for 
anyone venturing into the field. ^ 
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SOLD on SOI 7 ? 

Subscribe & Save! 

^ If you’re still buying SOF at a newsstand, paying 3 bucks a copy... 

If you’re buying SOF hit or miss, getting only the copies you remember to pick up... 

^ If you want to be part of SOF’s tough, practical stand on the military... 

If you are committed to the principles of freedom and national defense that SOF broadcasts 
for all the world to hear... 

Then you must — must — subscribe to SOF now! 


GET UP TO 9 ISSUES FREE 

Why pay $3 at the newsstand? 

Subscribe now and save over $11 a year, or 
subscribe for two years and save as much as 
$27. 

That’s like getting 9 ISSUES ABSOLUTELY 
FREE! 

GET EVERY ISSUE LIKE 
CLOCKWORK 

Why wait for the newsstand copies to arrive? 
Why make a special trip? Why take chances on 
missing an issue? 

As a subscriber, your personal copy is 
delivered confidentially in a plain brown 
wrapper to your home or office, every month 
like clockwork. 

DON’T MISS OUT ON THESE 
UPCOMING VITAL REPORTS 

• Mujahideen freedom fighters are finally 
winning the war in Afghanistan. SOF has been 
there since day one providing in-depth 
battlefield reporting. Three of our 
correspondents just returned with news on how 
the mujahideen are paying back Ivan with a 
vengeance. 

• Communist NPA forces are growing in the 
Philippines. SOF staffer Gene Scroft recently 
went on patrol with Philippine regular army 
and Scout-Ranger units. Watch for his sitrep 
on that country’s struggle for democracy. 

• Marxists in Angola and Mozambique are 
under a perpetual state of siege. Can the 
freedom fighters reclaim their countries? An 
SOF staffer is currently in Africa watching the 
developments. Stay tuned. 

• We go where other news reporters fear to 
tread. Read SOF for up-to-the-minute coverage 
of the valiant struggle against tyranny. 


DON’T RISK A THING 

You already know what SOF can Deliver. But 
we want to make sure you’re satisfied. That’s 
why we offer our MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE. If for any reason you’re 
dissatisfied, just cancel your subscription and 
we’ll refund the unused balance. That’s all 
there is to it. 

STAY INVOLVED 

Join the SOF staff every month and be part of 
the conflicts and controversies throughout the 
world. 

Subscribe to SOF.. .NOW! 








COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 

by Jack Thompson 

Checking Up on the Checkout 


HeARING the long initial burst 
from the machine gun brings joy to the 
young lieutenant's heart. After order¬ 
ing his machine-gun team to lay down 
a base of fire, he confidently brings his 
men on line and barks out: “Number 
twos, give covering fire. Number ones, 
prepare to move. Move!” 

Leapfrogging forward using fire and 
movement under the protective fire of 
the machine gun, the patrol nears its 
objective. The lieutenant now begins 
to prepare his men for the final assault. 

“Prepare to charge,” he yells. 
“Charge!” 

Moving forward at the double, 
shooting into points of likely cover, the 
assault line is almost at the objective. 
Then, without warning, fire support 
from the machine gun stops abruptly, 
just when it is needed most! Instantly, 
confident aggression turns into fear as 
the lieutenant’s asshole starts to eat his 
underwear. Five seconds later the 
assault line bogs down and goes to 
ground with only 50 meters to go. So 
close, and yet so far. 

Now it’s time to decide whether to 
continue or withdraw. After taking 
some casualties, the decision is clear: 
The assault line must start advancing 
— to the rear. During the hurried with¬ 
drawal, the lieutenant furiously asks 
himself: “What happened to the 
machine gun? Why did it stop?” 

Only after gathering up his troops 
does he find out that the machine gun¬ 
ner ran out of ammunition. He was 
supposed to carry 500 rounds link but 
ended up carrying only 250. And the 
cost of this mistake was high — two of 
his buddies KIA. 

You might blame the gunner and 
feel he should be shot as well for his 
error, but let me tell you who is really 
responsible — the lieutenant. Before 
the patrol went out, he failed to visually 
insure that the machine gunner had his 
full allocation of ammunition. A final 
visual inspection by the unit leader (in 
this case not properly conducted) is 
one of the most important and yet 
most commonly overlooked steps in 
the preparation for battle. It is impor¬ 
tant because leaving behind mission- 
essential items jeopardizes the lives of 
every patrol member. A hands-on 
equipment inspection by the unit lead¬ 
er is the only way to guarantee that 
your troops, as the commercial says, 
“don’t leave home without it.” 

Let’s examine the final inspection 
from the three perspectives of why, 
what and how. 

“Why inspect at all?” is often heard, 
or “I trust my men to the point where I 
don’t need to inspect them.” Well, 
trust has nothing to do with carrying 
out hands-on inspections. It’s a ne¬ 
cessity. Even so, unit leaders often take 
for granted that everything has been 



Inspections — who needs them? 
Only the winners. Learn why a 
troop’s worst battlefield enemy is a 
commander, or a buddy, who 
doesn’t give a damn. Photo: DoD 


organized and that their troops know 
better than to leave behind any pre¬ 
scribed equipment. There is no justi¬ 
fication for such an assumption. 

The patrol leader should inspect all 
mission-essential items to insure that 
they are taken into battle in a combat- 
ready condition. Then why don’t some 
patrol leaders inspect? Laziness and a 
don’t-give-a-damn attitude are two of 
the reasons. I knew one patrol leader 
who didn’t inspect because he thought 
he might offend his troops! Actually, 
the opposite is true: It’s offensive not to 
inspect your troops because it means 


A SOLDIER, WINNER 
AND FRIEND 

For over a decade, Jack Thomp¬ 
son has shared his extensive knowl¬ 
edge of soldiering and shooting with 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine read¬ 
ers, Jack served in the USMC in 
Vietnam for five years, battled ter¬ 
rorists in Rhodesia with the SAS and 
Selous Scouts for six years and has 
trained freedom fighters in Central 
America while providing bodyguard 
services for diplomatic personnel. 


you don’t care about their well-being 
or mission accomplishment 

What precisely are the essentials that 
need to be inspected? While serving in 
the SAS (Special Air Service) in 
Rhodesia, I used to personally inspect 
mission-essential items such as 
weapons for functioning and clean¬ 
liness; ammunition for dents, oxidation 
or bullets misaligned in their cases 
(which often happens to machine-gun 
links that have been carried for a long 
time); and machine-gun belts to make 
sure they were loaded correctly, since 
a round of ammo improperly loaded is 
a sure stoppage in combat. Radios 
were tested, as were all batteries and 
antennas; medical support checked for 
the drips, general painkillers such as 
morphine and demoral, and wound 
bandages; maps checked for the right 
area, compasses for any degree of 
error and radio and authentication 
codes gone over to insure current sta¬ 
tus. Also, depending on the mission, 
special equipment such as night-vision 
equipment, sound suppressors, elec¬ 
tronic seismic intrusion devices and 
handheld radar were inspected. 

How to inspect is a little more prob¬ 
lematical than what to inspect Just be¬ 
fore going out on patrol in Rhodesia, I 
lined up my troops and individually 
inspected each man. I would check to 
see if magazines and canteens were full 
and that everyone had their own 
wound bandage. Then, any special 
equipment that a troop was required to 
carry was inspected to make sure that 
he actually had the item on his person 
and that he didn’t leave something be¬ 
hind “accidentally-on-purpose” in 
order to shed a few unwanted pounds. 
Next, I made a quick check of his 
weapon to insure that it was cleaned 
and oiled. He would then be required 
to jump up and down a few times to 
see how much noise was made and see 
whether anything fell off. If there were 
problems, he would have to correct 
them immediately and be inspected 
again before leaving. Only after I in¬ 
spected each man to my satisfaction 
would weapons be loaded and the pa¬ 
trol begun. 

Continued on page 83 
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Looking For Some Fun, Travel and Adventure? Ready to Join With Other Free World Jumpers in 
the Camaraderie of Airborne? Then You’re Ready for the International Association of Airborne Veterans’ 

Third Annual Paratrooper Tour of Taiwan! 


This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity will put you in 
the air and under the canopy with the Airborne 
Forces of the Republic of China. If you're a regular, 
reserve or veteran military airborne-qualified, static¬ 
line jumper, then you’ll want to stand in the door for: 

• Ground training and a static-line parachute jump 
from a C-119 Flying Boxcar with Republic of China 
paratroopers. 

• A free-fall/HALO jump for qualified skydivers with 
the ROC skydiving team-The Divine Dragons. 

• Your official Republic of China armed forces jump 
wings and certificates awarded by a senior member 
of the Chinese army. This event is officially recog¬ 
nized by the ROC government, and active duty and 
active reserve personnel will receive letters of 
authorization allowing them to wear these wings on 
their uniforms. 


7-15 NOVEMBER 1988 

• An ROC Veterans Association military briefing on 
Taiwan. 

• Banquets with Chinese army veterans, airborne 
staff and National Parachute Association members. 

• Official wreath-laying ceremonies at the Chiang- 
Kai-Shek Memorial and at the China Military 
Shrine-Taiwan’s Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

• Visits to the Chinese military academy, and air¬ 
borne and special forces bases. 

This nine-day tour includes: ground transportation in 
the Republic; deluxe hotel accommodations with 
breakfast; some lunches and some dinners; and all 
military and historic tours. 

And, of course, a jump from the historic C-119—no 
longer in service in NATO. 


Airborne troops are first in, last out, so don’t wait! 
Only 100 participants can be handled by our Chinese 
hosts, so we must make this a first-come, first- 
served registration. You'll receive your complete 
information packet and itinerary as soon as possible, 
and your spot on a Republic of China C-119 will be 
guaranteed! A (U.S.) $250* registration fee is re¬ 
quired and must accompany your form so that we 
can slot you on the manifest. (‘Registration fee is 
refundable up until 60 days prior to the tour.) 

Fill out the registration coupon below, and mail it 
with your banker’s check or money order made 
payable to: I.A.A.V., Suite 181, 606 W. Barry Street, 
Chicago, IL 60657. U.S.A. 


OFFICIAL APPLICATION: 
TAIWAN ’88 

THE TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUD¬ 
ING AIRFARE AND ALL 
GROUND ARRANGEMENTS IS 
$1,985.00. A $250.00 DEPOSIT 
IS REQUIRED WITH THIS 
APPLICATION. MAKE CHECK 
PAYABLE TO: I.A.A.V. SPACE IS 
LIMITED TO 100 JUMPERS. THE 
TRIP IS AVAILABLE ON A FIRST- 
COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. 


AIRBORNE ALL THE WAT! 
r-------... 


MAIL TO: I.A.A.V., SUITE 181 

606 W. BARRY STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60657, U.S.A. 

Name 



Address 



Serial # 

Rank 

City 

State 

Zip Code 

Units of Airhome Service 


Telephone # I_ 

) 


_ Dates of Service: From_ 

To 

State of Health_ 



^ Awards and Badaes_ 
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A SQUARE HEAD FOR A SQUARE DEAL 

Tall Paul, Inc. 

P.O. Box 248 
Eagleville, Mo. 64442 


TALL PAUL, INC. 

DELIVERS FIREWORKS TO YOU 


Order Early - Call Toll Free 

1-800-525-4461 or (816) 867-3354 
VISA - MasterCard - Discover 


FREE BONUS WITH ORDER! 

FREE PUNKS WITH EACH ORDER 

S 40 Orders: 1 Free gross (144 rockets) of Air Travel Bottle Rockets 
SI 00 Orders: 1 Free gross (144 rockets) of Air Travel Bottle Rockets and 480 
Firecrackers 

$200 Orders: 12 Free gross ( 1.728 rockets) of Air Travel Bottle Rockets 
$500 Orders: 1 Free case ( 3.600 rockets) of Black Cat Bottle Rockets 
$750 Orders: 1 Free case ( 3.600 rockets) of Black Cat Bottle Rockets and 
1 Free case of 16.000 Black Cat Firecrackers 


DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 


40/12 Firecrackers - Br. 480 pcs.. Case 15,360 pcs. 


Orders shipped by Parcel Service Truck for $7.50 shipping 
and handling. Orders can be shipped to relatives in adjoining 
states for the $7.50. ME. CT. Rl. AK. VT, NJ. MD and OR should 
call for shipping information. No shipments made to HI, 
Canada. CA. Phoenix Metro. MA. MN. GA. Madison. Wl or 
Puerto Rico. We need your street address or location. We 
cannot ship to post office boxes. We reserve the right to 
substitute for out-of-stock items. Absolutely no C.O.D. orders 
accepted. If you have any questions, call toll free. 


PAYMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED BY 
CREDIT CARD OR MONEY ORDER ONLY! 

NO PERSONAL CHECKS PLEASE. 
MasterCard, VISA pr Discover Only! 

Fill in and sign. □ MasterCard □ VISA Q Discover 

Expiration Date__ 

Credit Card Number_ 
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40/50 Firecrackers - Br. 2.000 pcs.. Case 16.000 pcs. 


10/200 Black Cat - Br. 2,000 pcs.. Case 16,000 pcs. 
40/12 Black Cat - Br. 480 pcs.. Case 15,360 pcs. 


Lady Crackers - Br. 1.600 pcs.. Case 51,200 pcs. 


Jumping Jacks - Br. 576 pcs., Case 11,520 pcs. 


Underwater Firecrackers 


M-60 - works in water. Box 72 pcs.. Case 1,440 pcs. 


Sky Rockets 


Pop Bottle Rockets, rdport -144-$5.00.3.600-$96.00 


Black Cat Bottle Rockets -144-$6.00.3,600^112.00 


Whistling Moon Travelers -144-$9.95,2,880^157.00 


Clustering Bee Rocket 


Wild Geese Rocket 


Butterfly Rocket 


Parachute Rocket with Flare 


4 oz. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 


8 oz. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 


Night Display Shells 


Saturn Missile Battery -12 shot 


Saturn Missile Battery - 25 shot 


1/200 Giant Floral Display 


100-shot Magical Barrage 


Frightened Bird 


News Transmitter 


Kaleidoscope 


Garden-in-Spring 


48 shot Colored Pearl 


Box of 12 Festival Balls 


Night Parachute 


Day Parachute 


Marching Cicada (61 4-inch firing tubes) 


Address- 

(Include Rural Route and Box Number. We cannot ship directly to a post office box. Include zip code.) 
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ie. Signature_ 


DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 


Missiles and Helicopters 


Junior Jets w/Reports 


Two-Stage Helicopter Spin Up - $2.00 ea. 


Two-Stage Space Jets (12 to pkg.) 


Reconnaissance Planes (1 pkg. of 6 - $3.95) 


Plane Flying at Night (12 to pkg.) 


Flying Disc or Satellite 


Large Missile - $1.75 each 


Giant Missile - $2.15 each 


Smoke and Novelties 


Cherry Smoke Balls (assorted colors) 


Small Tanks 


Pull Fireworks - Burglar Alarm 


Cigarette Loads 


Auto Foolers (whistle, smoke and bang) 
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67 Black Hornet Assortment Box - $45.00 value 

68 Scott's Giant Family Bag - $75.00 value 

Add Freight Cost# of $7.50 ’™ 

Total Amount Enclosed 

Send Certified Check or Money Order 
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Red Rat Chasers (144 to pkg.) 


Party Snappers (50 to pkg.) 


Aircraft Carriers (2 to pkg.) 


Champagne Party Poppers (pkg. of 12) 


Whistling Jacks (24 pcs. to pkg.) 


Rocket Guns (pkg. of 12) 


Ground Bloom Flower (pkg. of 6) 


Sparklers and Fountains 


Sparklers -10" (96 pcs. $4.50) 


Sparklers -14". Morning Glories (144 pcs. $12.95) 


Sparklers - 20" (12 to box) 


Black Snakes - 72 snakes $2.35,288 snakes $7.00 


No. 3 Assorted Colors Cone - 7" Fountain 


Jumbo Carnival Cone 


Roman Candle - 5 shot 


Roman Candle - 8 shot 


Roman Candle -10 shot 


Assortments 
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1 Mad Hornet Assortment Box - $34.00 value ! 
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30.20 302.00 
53.80 538.00 



This merchandise sold on the representation of the buyer that the same will be used strictly in 

Qjfy_ Stat? _— 7jn • _ accordance with the laws of the state of destination and issold upon condition that theseller shall notbe 

7 K liable in any civil action or any accident or injury occasioned during the transportation; handling. 

. . . . storage or use of the merchandise and is transported directly out of the State of Missouri by common 

rnone (- ) - Magazine -— carrier. I, hereby state and promise, as a condition of this sale, that I have complied with the laws of the 

State of Destination of this merchandise and have, or will, obtain any necessary permits required by Law 
and will use or sell these Fireworks listed above in strict compliance with ajLappflcable laws, whether 
Signature of Purchaser __ City, State or Federal. I also understand as a condition of this sale that I am over eighteen years of age. 

AT TALL PAULS WE APPRECIATE YOUR RUSINESS - CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-525-4461 













































































I WAS THERE 


by David White 


Due Xing 


It was the end of April, 1970. At least 
that’s the way I look at time now that 
I’m back in the world. To me right 
then, it was eight months to DEROS 
(Date Eligible for Return from Over¬ 
seas). 

I found myself one morning driving 
up Highway 1 in my Sheridan tank. 
Now, according to the Army, the M551 
isn’t really classified as a tank. Its offi¬ 
cial designation is Armored Recon- 
naissance/Airbome Assault Vehicle, or 
AR/AAV. But 16 tons of moving steel 
with a 152mm main gun that spits out 
HEAT (High Explosive Antitank) mis¬ 
siles and canister (explosive rounds 
containing 10,000 flechettes — steel 
darts — which work like giant shotgun 
shells) was a tank to me. I’m not sure 
what Charlie called it, but that doesn’t 
really matter. Looking down the busi¬ 
ness end of it, I suppose you might 
want to call it “Sir.” 

On this particular day, mine was one 
vehicle in a long convoy of between 75 
and 100 tanks, tracks (Ml 13s), deuce- 
and-a-halfs and jeeps. In addition, 
Cobra gunships of our Delta troop kept 
watch overhead. Unknown to any of 
us enlisted types, the 3/4 Cav was part 
of a much larger force heading for in¬ 
cursion into Cambodia, 

We’d been given the honor of lead 
element that day, with my platoon tak¬ 
ing point. Luckily for me, 1-5 drew the 
short straw and would take lead. That 
gave my tank the slack, or in this case 
the kick-back slot. I didn’t have to 
monitor the radio for directions, just 
follow the leader. 

Pulling off my commo helmet, I 
slipped on the much lighter headset 
that was plugged into my tape player 
and was soon groovin’ to Hendrix: 
“Purple haze all in my brain...It 
may not have been the same as my 
ride back home, but this big Coupe de 
Ville was the way to cruise in Vietnam. 

Just as 1 was searching around for 
that pound cake and peaches I’d 
stashed, I felt the tapping of the TC’s 
(tank commander’s) boot on my 
shoulder. “Yea,” I yelled up as I fum¬ 
bled for my bulky helmet again. “One- 
five just threw a track and 6 wants us to 
move up and take point,” he yelled 
back. That’s just great, I thought. “Rog¬ 
er that” Hey, it don’t mean nothin’, I 
muttered to myself. I was getting tired of 
eating their dust anyway. 

As we rolled by the immobilized 
tank, peace signs were exchanged with 
catcalls of “Get on with that flat, bro!” 
and “You want us to call Triple-A?” 
Well, at least it wasn’t raining. 

The situation ahead looked worse 
than the LA freeway at rush hour. 
Bicycles, cyclos and smoking Lum- 
bretta mopeds bounced about, all 
stuffed to the max with little people 
carrying everything from market goods 



M551 Sheridan, which the Army 
designated an Armored 
Reconnaissance/Airbome Assault 
Vehicle, wasn’t designed to win 
hearts and minds. The author, 
however, through careful handling of 
his M551, won a place in the hearts 
of many South Vietnamese. 

Photo: DoD 


to farm animals. In addition, Hondas 
loaded down with three, sometimes 
four ARVN soldiers, all squeezed up 
real tight behind their buddies and 
smiling funny, added to the chaos on 
the road. And every kid on the block, 
running with his hand stretched out, 
yelled, “Candy, Joe?” hoping you’d 
frag him with Life Savers and Cs. 

Being that I had the biggest gun at 
the intersection, I automatically had 
the green light. I kicked the big Detroit 
Diesel in the butt and, like magic, the 
seas parted. 

I’ve got to say it, this convoy was an 
awesome sight to see. It resembled a 
ferocious, rumbling, fire-breathing 
dragon of steel that twisted its way 
along the narrow roads and tiny vil¬ 
lages with a grace belying its size. Rid¬ 
ing atop this mile-long monster sat 
these giants of war — American fight¬ 
ing men. I know, “You dinky dau, GI,” 
but we did look bad. 

Now, on a good day, old 1-6 could 
fly at 45 mph on the flat track; but with 
so many of these civilian types trying to 
share the road with me, the order of 
the day was to proceed cautiously with 


little or no casualties. 

Suddenly, without warning, she 
darted right out in front of my tank. 
She was so small and quick, I almost 
didn’t see her. Just because she had 
her four or five “baby-sans” in tow 
didn’t give her the right of way! Five 
meters and closing also didn’t give 
much time to explain about the rising 
cost of my insurance rates if I squashed 
her. So I locked both sides up, ASAP! 

Catapulting over the front deck 
came our cooler, three cans of ammo, 
a half-case of C-rats and a shitload of 
assorted equipment I could have 
sworn I tied down before the trip. 
Along with the equipment came our 
loader. He de-assed that tank faster 
than if I’d dumped a load of fire ants 
down his shorts. 

With the column starting to bunch 
up behind us, the radio burst to life 
with shouts of, “What’s going on up 
there?” And putting the chain of com¬ 
mand to good use, the TC started 
screaming on down to me, “What the 
hell are you doing?” 

“Didn’t you see ’em?” I said. 

“Who!” 

“The ducks.” 

“What dinks?” 

“Ducks! Not dinks. A bunch of little 
ducks just ran right out in front of me. I 
almost killed ’em.” 

Before he could “Roger that,” the 
people alongside the road started to 
come out of shock and began to laugh. 
Dusting himself off, our loader shook 
his head, looked up at me with this 
silly-ass grin and got me busting up too. 
In a matter of minutes we were packed 
up and rolling again. The only one who 
didn’t seem to have a sense of humor 
was the TC. Guess he was too occupied 
with trying to explain to the brass our 
unscheduled pit stop. Still, I don’t think 
that was any reason to stay mad at me for 
the remainder of his tour. 

The way I see it, our goal in South 
Vietnam wasn’t just to stop the tide of 
communism but to show the Viet¬ 
namese people that we cared about 
them and their way of life. By the looks 
on those villagers’ faces that day, I be¬ 
lieve we won some hearts and minds. 

Quackers, anyone? ^ 
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SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131 


NEW! FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-323-1776, OPR. 131 



:mmnm stofs hes; 


BACK 


FRONT 


AEROFLOT 


OFFICIAL AIRLINES OF 
THE AFGHANISTAN 
IfitVAStOH WITHDRAWAL 


THIS POPULAR DESIGN NOW 
AVAILABLE IN SHORT-SLEEVE. 
SIZES, M, L, XL. 

BLACK 

# 1003 SOF WORLD TOUR 
$10.95 


AVAILABLE FOR THE VERY FIRST 
TIME. COMES IN SILVER WITH 
DESIGN IN RED. AVAILABLE IN S, M, 
L, XL, XXL (FOR $1.00 ADDITIONAL) 
# 1031 AEROFLOT $10.95 


FROM THE EDITORS OF SOF: 
THIS MAGAZINE COVERS HOW 
WE FOUGHT AMERICA’S 
LONGEST WAR AND THE 
AFTERMATH OF THAT WAR. 

# 8027 VIETNAM $5.00 _ 


SOF VIDEO STORE 


# 9202 • DONOVAN 
$2.50 

SOF’s JOHN 
DONOVAN — MOST 
RECENTLY SEEN IN 
THE MOVIE 
HOSTAGE. 


WINTER V 
CLEARANCE 
SPECIAL: NAVY ^ 
BLUE SWEAT PANTS 
— AVAILABLE IN 
LARGE ONLY. 

#1016 $9.95 


# 7080 - 

86 CONVENTION 
$2.50 


# 9201 - RKB $2.50 
ROBERT K. BROWN 
AND LT. COL. 
JORGE CRUZ, 
SALVADORAN 
ARMY 


SPECIAL THIS MONTH — BUY ALL 5 
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SOF EL SALVADOR 

MAIMING 

FOR MARX 

Land Mines Pave Leftist 
Road to Liberation 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 



M INES. Their very mention fills the 
soldier’s heart with terror and freezes 
his forward movement. They are, in my 
opinion, the most disgusting devices em¬ 
ployed in warfare. Totally impersonal and 
usually indiscriminate, they cross the final 
boundary of whatever small thread of chiv¬ 
alry remains on the modem battlefield. 

While the Salvadoran army is proscribed 
by the U.S. government from using napalm, 
cluster bombs or miniguns, the communist 
terrorists are restricted by nothing more than 
the limits of their fiendish imaginations. 
Concluding that a total military victory is 
now impossible, the Salvadoran guerrillas 
have accelerated their use of antipersonnel 
mines in an attempt to immobilize the army 
and disrupt the country’s social and eco¬ 
nomic infrastructure. During the past two 
and a half years, guerrilla mines have re¬ 
sulted in more than 2,000 civilian casualties 
and an average of seven military WIA per 
day. As the Gs now move only in small 
groups and avoid contact with the army 
whenever possible, most of the army’s re¬ 
cent casualties are a result of mines. 

Mines are utilized by the FMLN (Fara- 
bundo Marti National Liberation Front) ter¬ 
rorists in two roles — tactical and defen¬ 
sive. Tactical mines are of two types: small 
antipersonnel mines and larger antitransport 
mines in the U.S. M18A1 claymore con¬ 
figuration, which are usually command- 
detonated. Tactical mines are placed along 
the anticipated routes of army movement 
and, if not detonated, they can be recov¬ 
ered. Salvadoran troops are frequently 
drawn into antipersonnel mine fields by 
enemy fire. 

Defensive mines are located around guer¬ 
rilla encampments, in areas of strategic im¬ 
portance (such as Guazapa volcano) and 
surrounding potential helicopter landing 
zones. Oriented to ensure the guerrillas’ 
security, defensive mines are more or less 
permanently emplaced. 

With the exception of the detonators, all 


ABOVE: SOF Technical Editor Peter G. 
Kokalis examines an array of guerrilla 
mines in El Salvador. From left to right: 
satchel charge made with a burlap cover, 
omnidirectional Rayo de la Muarte, 
claymore and Soviet-type boxjpnine. 


BELOW: Mina Atlacatl, an antipersonnel 
mine fabricated with a wood body and 
patterned directly after the Russian PMD-6, 
PMD-7 and PMD-7ts series. 


BELOW: Guerrilla satchel charge, 
homemade black powder contained by 
burlap, is thrown over fences and onto roofs 
when attacking Salvadoran army 
compounds. 
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materials used in the construction of guerril¬ 
la mines are of indigenous origin. Detona¬ 
tors are activated by electrical, chemical or 
mechanical initiators. Sulfuric acid is the 
most common ingredient encountered in the 
chemical initiators. When a glass vial con¬ 
taining the sulfuric acid is crushed, contact 
with an oxidizer (usually potassium chlorate 
or perchlorate) surrounding the vial (or in 
another vial taped to the acid bottle) results 
in instant ignition. This system was first 
used to ignite bottles of gasoline by British 
Army troops during World War II. 

Mechanical initiators use a spring-loaded 
striker to ignite the explosive train by per¬ 
cussion. Most of the mechanical initiators 
found in El Salvador have white plastic 
bodies. 

Electrical initiators are either designed 
specifically for this type of initiation or have 
been jury-rigged by the addition of the base 
of a flashlight bulb to a fuse-type blasting 
cap. Small flashlight batteries are used to 
provide the electric current required after 
the circuit has been completed. All of the 
mechanical and electrical initiators I have 
examined in El Salvador appear to have 
detonators of Soviet origin. 

Four types of explosives are used singly 
or in combination: TNT (flaked or solid), 
homemade black powder, aluminum pow¬ 
der and potassium chlorate with sugar. Alu¬ 
minum powder is not used to trigger the 
primary explosive but to add flash effect, 
which helps ignite combustibles. Potassium 
chlorate and sugar are extremely unstable 
and must be handled with great caution. 

Mines using fragments in addition to the 
explosive charge contain nails, screws, bits 
of scrap metal and, most frequently, hack- 
sawed segments of 3/16-inch smooth bar 
(mild steel reinforcing rods without con¬ 
crete-gripping ridges) sometimes fixed in a 
matrix of beeswax. 

Mine bodies take on many shapes and 
have been fabricated from a number of 
different items including plastic PVC pipe. 


BELOW: Small, omnidirectional 
antipersonnel mine made from a tin can 
filled with TNT and 3/16-inch rebar 
fragments. 



ABOVE: Rayo de la Muerte , a large, 
omnidirectional claymore-type mine with rebar 
fragments set in a matrix of beeswax. 

BELOW: Initiators employed are, from top to 
bottom, homemade electrical type made with 
base of flashlight bulb, mechanical pul) type 
with plastic body, acid and electrical types 
with detonators of Soviet origin. 



tin cans, empty 90mm shell casings, sheet- 
metal, burlap bags and wood. 

Most of the small antipersonnel mines I 
have seen are constructed from PVC pipe and 
when combined with non-metallic acid initia¬ 
tors are difficult to locate with standard metal 
detectors. 

Many of the guerrilla mines have been 
named by the Salvadoran army after the 
units that first encountered them. Mina 
Atlacatl (named after the Atlacatl Immedi¬ 
ate Reaction Battalion) is fabricated with a 
wood casing and is a direct copy of the 
Soviet PMD-6, PMD-7 and PMD-7ts series 
of antipersonnel mines. The explosive 
charge is usually TNT and there are three 
methods of initiation: electrical, mechanical 
and an indigenous system that involves a 
percussion-detonated cap that ignites a 
photoflash cube and black powder which in 
turn sets off a capsule of pyrotechnic ful¬ 
minate. 

Mina Anti-Transporte Arce-1 (named af¬ 
ter the Arce Immediate Reaction Battalion) 
is an electrically command-detonated clay¬ 
more employed in guerrilla ambushes of the 
open, stake-bed trucks the Salvadoran army 
is so fond of tooling about in. A circular- 
shaped, omnidirectional version of this 
claymore has been dubbed Rayo de la 
Muerte (Ray of Death). 

The Gs employ satchel charges encased 
in burlap for attacking army compounds, 
large anti-vehicular mines and, in the man¬ 
ner of their Russian mentors in Afghanistan, 
a small mine called the Papa (Pope or pota¬ 
to) which is hidden in loaves of bread. They 
also booby-trap army radios, pistols, rifles, 
canteens, cooking pots and dead bodies. 

Mina Caza-Yanqui (Yankee-Chasing 
Mine) is a large, omnidirectional defensive 
mine placed around guerrilla encampments. 
Cylindrical in shape, this electrically com¬ 
mand-detonated device contains a large 
amount of steel fragments. Mina Soberania, 
although similar in configuration to the 
Mina Caza-Yanqui , is designed to attack 

Continued on page 78 

BELOW: Antipersonnel and antitransport 
claymore mines with sheet-metal bodies are 
usually command-detonated. 
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SOP AFGHANISTAN 

NIGHT FIGHT 
AT MORRO 

American Journalist 


I T was my fourth trip into wartime Af¬ 
ghanistan: another long-distance trudge 
with the mujahideen over jagged, dry 
mountains and through dusty deserts, 
bombed-out villages and cratered farm¬ 
lands. Photographer Ed Grazda and I had 
traveled to the outskirts of Jalalabad, Af¬ 
ghanistan’s fifth largest city, to watch an 
attack on a Soviet outpost. The attack never 
came off, thanks to a wave of bombing raids 
and a counterattack by a Soviet armored 
convoy. Now we were on our way back to 
the Pakistan border, accompanied by only a 
pair of unarmed Afghans, horsemen on their 





M OK 


way to Pakistan to trade. 

We set out in the early afternoon from a 
teahouse deep in guerrilla-held territory, 
high up one of the irrigated valleys south of 


Evades Spetsnaz 
on Pak Border 


by Rob Schultheis 


Mujahid with 

PRC Type 69 (RPG-7) at Morrol 
on Pakistan/Afghanistan border. 1 
This guerrilla camp, or markaz , * 
safeguards mujahideen infiltration and 
supply routes. Pakistan is visible in the 
background. Photo: Ed Grazda 


ABOVE: Twin Chinese Type 75-1 14.5mm 
(“Ziqriat”) antiaircraft machine guns on 
ridges and mountaintops blast away at 
MiGs flying to guerrilla targets in the 
north. Photo: Ed Grazda 





Jalalabad. Unlike most of the eastern Af¬ 
ghanistan countryside, this valley hadn’t 
been bombed heavily: There were crops in 
the fields, women and children in the vil¬ 
lages, but few young men — most of them 
were away, off fighting with the mujahi¬ 
deen. Old peasants waved to us as we went 
by and kids shouted, “Salaam aleikum” 
(peace be with you). The people had seen us 
on our way to Jalalabad with the guerrillas, 
and they knew we were good foreigners, 
friends, unlike the hated shuravi (atheistic 
animals), as the Afghans call the Russians. 

We were supposed to ride to the Pakistan 
border. I had a dreadful set of blisters, 
thanks to a too-tight set of new boots, and 
the mujahideen who introduced us to the 
horsemen, being hospitable Afghans, didn’t 


want me to have to walk the whole way. 
There was a problem, though: The horse¬ 
men had already overloaded their two steeds 
with huge, unwieldy bundles of trade 
goods. We were supposed to perch atop the 
lurching loads and hang on to the ropes to 
keep from falling, but it was easier said than 
done on the harrow up-and-down trails. We 
had gone less than 200 yards when the load I 
was sitting on shifted, dumping me into a 
knee-deep irrigation ditch. Grazda and the 
two Afghans guffawed loudly, but less than 
two minutes later Ed’s horse twitched and 
sent him sprawling over a low stone wall. 
We decided to walk as much of the way to 
the border as we could. 

We traveled on down the valley, over a 
saddle into another irrigated valley and to- 


Author Rob Schultheis finally rests his 
blistered feet at Landi Kotal, Pakistan, 
after a frantic night spent avoiding 
Soviet troops in Afghanistan and the 
Tirah in Pakistan. Photo: Ed Grazda 


FROM MOTHER JONES 
TO SOF 


Rob Schultheis is an experienced for¬ 
eign correspondent who has traveled 
deep into Afghanistan numerous times, 
filing articles for publications as diverse 
as Newsweek , Mother Jones and now 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine. When he’s 
home, Schultheis lives in the mountains 
of Colorado. 
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ABOVE: Mujahideen camp at Morro 
protects this section of the border with 
Pakistan, safeguarding mujahideen 
infiltration and supply routes. Muj are 
armed with Chinese Type 56 and 56-1 
Kalashnikovs. Photo: Ed Grazda 

ward the edge of the Soviet-occupied 
plains. By midaftemoon we were passing 
close by a Soviet fire base that the guerrillas 
had pointed out to us on the way in, a clump 
of dug-in emplacements about two miles 
away. The horsemen told Ed to hide his 
cameras under his patou, the blanket all 
Afghans, and Afghan-dressed journalists, 
wear over their shoulders. The Soviets, they 
said, watch the trails with binoculars and if 
they see mujahideen or other suspicious- 
looking characters, they often call in air 
strikes or helibome commandos. 

In the early afternoon the trail was 
crowded with timber merchants hauling 
logs to Pakistan, refugees and occasional 
bands of guerrillas bound for the battlefront. 
But as the afternoon wore on, the traffic 
thinned out, then virtually disappeared. We 
soon found out why. As we climbed the pass 
that leads into the Nazian River Valley, the 
gorge that leads north to the border cross¬ 
ing, we met a crowd of refugees — peasant 
families. The Soviets were putting on a new 
offensive, they told us, and troops were 
pushing up into the lower Nazian Valley; if 
we didn’t hurry, they would cut off our 


escape route to Pakistan. 

We hurried on, half-walking, half- 
trotting in the heat and the dust. The temper¬ 
ature must have been in the high 90s or low 
100s, but there was no slowing, no stop¬ 
ping. We descended to the Nazian River to 
the first bombed-out village along the valley 
floor. On our way in, there had been a few 
guerrillas and civilians here; now everyone 
was gone, fled. The horsemen readjusted 
the loads on the packhorses and told Ed and 
me to saddle up. We still had a long way to 
go and our position was perilous, to say the 
least. The mujahideen had fled the valley 
and there was nothing between us and the 
Soviet convoy, nothing at all. Any second a 
covey of Mi-24 and Mi-8 Soviet attack heli- 


LEFT: Mujahideen escort armed with 
Chinese-made folding-stock AK assault 
rifles and RPG-7s finally caught up to 
author and photographer on the 
nightmarish journey out of Afghanistan to 
Landi Kotal, Pakistan. Photo: Ed Grazda 

copters might fly up the valley or a Spetsnaz 
patrol might appear on the mountainside 
above us ... or a slow-moving Su-7B Sukhoi 
fighter cruising at low altitude, looking for 
something to bomb, rocket or shoot. 

But we were lucky that afternoon. The 
Soviets never caught up to us. We traveled 
up the Nazian River on horseback until 
dusk, then we continued on foot up the steep 
ravine that led to the ridge top that marked 
the border with Pakistan. Night fell — we 
clambered up the slippery slopes through 
mud, water, loose rock. At 2100 hours we 
were just below Morro, the guerrilla markaz 
(camp) that guarded this section of the bor¬ 
der, safeguarding mujahideen infiltration 
and supply routes. The horsemen called out 
and a guerrilla sentry answered. A few min¬ 
utes later we were being escorted to a tent 
just on the Afghanistan side of the border, 
less than 100 yards from Pakistan. The next 
day, the guerrillas told us, a group of mu¬ 
jahideen would escort us to Landi Kotal, the 
nearest town in Pakistan, a hard day’s jour¬ 
ney away. We thought we were safe, but we 
were, unfortunately, mistaken. Afghanistan 
is like that. You never know when disaster 
is going to strike. 

The next morning we sat in a tent 50 feet 
inside Pakistan, just over the crest of the 
ridge, and watched Soviet MiGs scream 
overhead en route to guerrilla targets to the 
north. The markaz 1 s single antiaircraft gun, 
a double-barreled Chinese 12.7mm DShK 
“Dashika” heavy machine gun (HMG), 
blasted away at the MiGs, along with a host 
of other 12.7mm and 14,5mm HMGs on 
distant ridges and mountaintops. 

We couldn’t go from Morro to Landi 
Kotal because the Soviet advance was con¬ 
tinuing and the mujahideen at Morro 
couldn’t spare any men to escort us across 
the Tirah, the valley that lay between Morro 

Mujahideen camp at Morro, just inside 
Afghanistan, where author narrowly 
escaped death or capture by Soviet Spetsnaz 
troops. 
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and Landi Kotal. Usually you don’t need an 
aimed escort to cross the Tirah, but right 
then you did. The week before, the mujahi¬ 
deen had captured a caravan carrying 2,000 
AK-47 assault rifles sent by the Soviets to 
the Tirah tribesmen to get them to take up 
arms against the mujahideen and the Paki¬ 
stani government. The Tirah people were 
angry and until they could reach some kind 
of accord with the mujahideen, travel across 
their territory would be hazardous at best. 

We sat and waited and listened to the 
distant bombs rumble. I shot some 
videotape of the Dashika firing to go with 
the footage I had shot outside Jalalabad of a 
napalm attack by six MiGs. Ed and I talked 
with Morro’s commander, a jolly one- 
legged old gent who had lost his other leg 
just below the hip to a Russian bomb. The 
old man wanted to know if I could help him 
find a better artificial leg, a modem plastic 
one, in Peshawar. His old one, an antique 
contraption of leather, wood and metal, was 

Continued on page 77 

RIGHT: Mujahid armed with RPD light 
machine gun is part of group that drove 
Soviets off ridgeline near Morro after heavy 
fighting. Photo: Ed Grazda 



MOONLIGHT IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

Rabat was our last overnight position 
in Afghanistan’s Paktia Province. The 
100 “muj” (mujahideen) traveling in 
our five-vehicle convoy would strain the 
resources of the small and desperately 
poor village, but we were warmly wel¬ 
comed, not just because of traditional 
hospitality, but because of the presence 
of Soviet and Afghan puppet soldiers in 
a base just a few kilometers away. 

Rabat’s mosque, and usually the ad-hoc 
hotel for traveling muj, was located in one 
end of the largest mud-brick building in the 
village and was too small to accommodate 
our party. A quick recon of the facility 
convinced me that I would rather sleep 
outdoors and risk the vicious Paktian scor¬ 
pions than endure the snores of 100 muj in 
a small, hot room. 

Therefore, some of the commanders 
and I settled in on Afghan carpets at the 
village’s outdoor mosque, a simple 
leveled-off earthen platform outlined in 
stones, one pointing southwest and 
notched to indicate the direction of Mec¬ 
ca. An unexpectedly generous meal of 
rice, goat, yogurt, curds, buttermilk 
(goat) and Afghan bread was followed 
by the evening prayer and then endless 
tea and stories. Having little else in this 
world, the Afghans enjoy their tea and 
stories immensely. 

As it got dark, a full moon rose over 
the hills, bathing the scene in a 
luminescence that added just the right 
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Full moon over Rabat, Afghanistan. 
Photo: Jim Graves 

Rabat’s outdoor mosque, where Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine’s managing editor 
and mujahideen commanders settled in 
for a night of tea and stories. Photo: Jim 
Graves 



atmosphere. A friend of mine describes 
traveling with the muj in Afghanistan as 
“The Last Great Adventure.” Having 
had a bath that day, a good meal and tea 
while listening to fierce tribesmen tell 
stories under a wonderful moon in an 
exotic locale, I was inclined to agree. 

For some reason, the village malik 
(chief) told some of the young men to go 
inside the mosque and bring out oil lan¬ 
terns. Seeing them moving up with the 
lanterns, I turned to Abdul, my escort 
officer from the National Islamic Front 
of Afghanistan, and said that the lanterns 
would spoil the effect. Since I was the 
guest, when my comment was translated 
to the malik , he immediately ordered the 
lanterns taken away. 

The village imam, a real old-timer 
with a voice capable of a call to prayer 
that could be heard the length and 
breadth of the valley, and whom I had 
considered about half mad, rocked back 
and forth, then said something in Pashto 
which had everyone laughing. Abdul 
translated: “Ah,” said the imam, “peo¬ 
ple think that the Russians come here for 
politics, but it’s not true. The Russians 
have come to steal our fresh air, our fruit 
and our moonlight, and we’ll fight them 
for our moonlight.” 

I laughed too. Later I realized the mad 
old imam had struck closer to the truth 
about why the Afghans are winning and 
the Russians losing than anyone I’d 
heard. 

When they’re willing to fight you over 
their moonlight, you’ve got a problem. 

— Jim Graves 
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S TILL, cold air enveloped the woods like 
an icy, but crystal clear, fog. Early 
morning sun was just breaking through the 
dense forest, its rays glinting off the damp, 
multi-hued greens and browns of ramrod- 
straight pines, earth-hugging shrub and 
undergrowth. 

It was quiet in the cold. Even through the 
tangled brush you could hear a twig snap 50 
meters away. The men of 3rd Squad, 1st 
Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regi¬ 
ment Scouts, 82nd Airborne Division, 
made sure they didn’t snap any twigs. There 
were only seven of them. In the area where 
they were operating there was a battalion of 
between 650 and 700 insurgents of the 
Popular Liberation Force — hardcore fight¬ 
ers who knew the terrain well. 

Third Squad moved softly through the 
woods, Specialist Fourth Class Matthew 
Stoic, the squad leader, in front; Sergeant 
Jay Seale and Spec.4 John Labis, the two 
attached snipers, bringing up the rear. For 
1-505, the mission was to conduct con¬ 
solidation counterguerrilla operations in 
targeted area of responsibility CAT, to de¬ 
stroy insurgent forces. That mission had 
wound its way down the chain of command 
to 3rd Squad. As scouts, their job wasn’t to 
“destroy” anything or anyone but to find 
the enemy, report its locations and 
strengths, then let the rest of the task force 
sort it out. As they knew well, 82nd Air¬ 
borne Division scouts are not designed to be 
fighters but skilled reconnaissance person¬ 
nel — the eyes and ears of their battalion. 

They went to ground in a temporary pa¬ 
trol base. Stoic and his Radiotelephone 


RIGHT: Sergeant Jay Seale, 1-505 Scout 
sniper and Ranger School grad, points out 
route of movement for scout patrol. 

BELOW: Sergeant Michael Crouse, 1st 
Squad leader, cammies up before patrol 
ops. 
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SOF Looks at 82nd’s 
Scout Course 

Text & Photos by John Coleman 
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Operator (RTO), Private First Class 
Richard Dicesare, moved off to set up a 
field-expedient 292 antenna to establish 
comms with their boss, First Lieutenant 
Brian Bulatao. Specialist Fourth Class 
Eddie Torres, the assistant patrol leader, 
was left in command. They closed up their 
360-degree defense and waited. 

About 100 meters away, they spotted 
movement through the undergrowth. Guer¬ 
rillas, probably one of the roving bands of 
around 20-25 men, moving their way. In 
seconds, Torres and the others packed it up 
and moved out, back toward their last estab¬ 
lished rally point. They’d give Stoic and 
Dicesare an hour to link with them, then 
continue the mission — with or without 
their squad leader and RTO. 

Movement was fast but controlled. It was 
a bit warmer now, but the squad was still 
cold. They’d inserted into the area last night 
by rubber boat, gotten wet, and were still 
wet. It was only a minor annoyance now as 
they occupied the rally point. Did the guer¬ 
rillas pick up their presence? Where were 
Stoic and Dicesare? Captured, or.... 

Without warning, the Gs hit their posi¬ 
tion. No chance to run. M16 fire shattered 
the still forest, bodies crashed and fell in the 
green woods. 

It wasn’t a good morning for 3rd Squad. 

But they learned from it. That’s why the 
1-505 Scouts were at the 82nd’s Scout Re¬ 
connaissance and Surveillance Course 
(SRSC) tucked away in the backwoods of 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, at the site of the 
old XVin Airborne Corps’ Reconnaissance 
Commando (RECONDO) school. 

Without much ceremony, Torres and the 
rest of 3rd Squad were taken prisoner by 
SRSC instructor Staff Sergeant Daniel Fer- 

Scout Reconnaissance and Surveillance 
Course (SRSC) instructor Staff Sergeant 
Daniel Ferrell goes over Stay Behind 
Operations class with 1-505 Scout platoon. 


“One prime axiom 
of scouts: Don’t get 
caught.” 


re 11 and his opposition force (OPFOR) 
troops and marched back to Airborne Lead¬ 
ers’ Course (ALC) headquarters, the con¬ 
trolling element for SRSC. 

Later they’d be released to continue the 
rest of the three-day field training exercise, 
which culminated their 11-day course. But 
their few hours of captivity were an event 
they weren’t likely to forget, even if it were 
only a training exercise. Perhaps it was an 
easy introduction to just how hard captivity 
would be if they were compromised and 
captured by a not-so-friendly enemy. It was 
a training point that validated one prime 
axiom of scouts: Don’t get caught. 

ALC’s SRSC is designed to insure that 
they don’t. It’s a fine-tuning course that all 
10 division scout platoons are required to 
attend. It hones skills infantry scouts have 
already developed through their own unit 
training programs. 

“There are no distractions here,’’ Major 
Orlando Rivera, ALC’s commandant, told 
me the first day I landed in the wilds of Fort 
Bragg. “It makes scouts better scouts. The 
leadership is able to prepare as if for actual 
wartime missions; they can do troop¬ 
leading procedures — give warning orders, 
conduct inspections and rehearsals — and 
carry out the mission.’* 

Accordingly, SRSC’s stated mission is to 
“Provide the environment and resources 
necessary for scout platoons to become pro¬ 
ficient in scout operations and skills as part 


of Army of Excellence transition,” as well 
as “Serve as a vehicle for esprit and team 
building,” and “Provide the environment, 
resources and training to assist Ranger 
School candidates to prepare for Ranger 
School.” In terms of the last mission, the 
push is on in the 82nd to Ranger-qualify as 
many scouts as possible — an added plus for 
individuals, squads and platoons when it 
comes down to lurking through the woods to 
find the enemy. 

For the most part, SRSC is not as grueling 
as Ranger School but its hours are long and 
the training as interesting and varied. An 
average SRSC day has the attending scout 
platoon standing first formation at 0520 
hours, physical training (PT) from 0530- 
0630 hours and then approximately 12 lec¬ 
tures, demonstrations and hands-on training 
classes until 2130 hours that night. As an 
added factor, 1-505 Scouts trained in weath¬ 
er that rarely topped 50 degrees during the 
day — and got a helluva lot colder at night. 
Since cold weather seemed to be tracking 
me all over the United States, and because I 
carried plenty of 4 ‘hawk’ ’ gear, it was really 
a small matter as far as I was concerned, 
especially considering the warm welcome I 
received from the 82nd. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine has had 
good comms with the 82nd since my visit to 
Fort Bragg back in mid-1986, which re¬ 
sulted in our feature article “One Shot, One 
Kill” (SOF, December ’86) on XVIII Air¬ 
borne Corps’ Sniper School. In a phone 
conversation with their public affairs shop 
in late 1987,1 inquired if the 82nd had any 
similar courses in the mill. The answer was 
affirmative — SRSC — and my request to 
cover it for SOF was quickly approved up 
the chain, the final OK coming from U.S. 
Army Forces Command. 


SRSC instructor Hoyt Frazier runs scouts 
through pre-RTJ helicopter exit drills. 
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When I hit the street at Bragg, I checked 
in with Major Gardner Nason, the 82nd’s 
Public Affairs Officer (PAO), who turned 
me over to Maj. Rivera, who in turn gave 
me the go-ahead to “see everything, talk 
with everybody and enjoy yourself.” It was 
a reception similar to what I’d received from 
the 9th Infantry Division’s 3rd Brigade only 
a few weeks earlier, and I appreciated it. It 
would be a good opportunity to check out 
training in America’s front-line, rapid- 
deployment division. 

After a day or so of ice-breaking, SRSC 
staff and 1-505’s Scouts became used to me 
hanging around in the background snapping 
photos. Because the training program was 
fairly intense at times, I pretty much stayed 
out of the way and simply tagged along as an 
observer, throwing most of my questions at 
the training cadre rather than the scout pla¬ 
toon. My objective wasn’t to report on any 
particular platoon (1-505 Scouts just hap¬ 
pened to be the platoon in training at the 
time) but rather to concentrate on the course 
and what it had to offer. Was it a worthwhile 
effort? Did it offer training applicable to 
troops who might be at war within 48 hours? 

Pretty tough questions. But then, the 
82nd’s scouts might be doing their job, for 
real, anywhere in the world, within hours. 
I’d watch training with an impartial, but 
critical, eye. 

Sniper Squad firing was my intro to the 
course, run out on Bragg’s Range 66D. In a 
relatively recent move, the Army had inte¬ 
grated snipers into scout platoons, thus 
creating a fourth squad comprised of six 
snipers in the platoon. Depending upon the 

RIGHT: Rough Terrain Jump (RTJ) gear 
and pre-jump training at 82nd Airborne’s 
SRSC. 

BELOW: SRSC instructor conducts 
pre-jump on 1-505 Scout at 
“oh-dark-thirty.” 



mission, two-man sniper teams from that 
squad may be attached to one of the other 
three scout squads for a variety of purposes, 
or they may be independently deployed. 

Although snipers are primarily intelli¬ 
gence gatherers, their basic mission is to 
engage selected enemy targets or targets of 
opportunity. That’s why we were out on 
66D. It was a refresher shoot, targets from 
300-600 meters, both stationary and mov¬ 
ing. Unfortunately, the snipers were still 
armed with the M21 Sniper Weapon System 
(SWS), a modified Ml4 developed during 


the early Vietnam days (fortunately, the 
Army has adopted Remington Arms Com¬ 
pany’s bolt-action 7.62x51mm M24 SWS 
topped with Leupold & Stevens, Inc.’s 
Model M3-10X scope, which should hit the 
inventory this year). 

Even so, they hit fairly well during the 
timed shoots, the only problems arising 
with the moving targets at distance: Figur¬ 
ing the right lead had a couple of the newer 
snipers putting rounds in front or behind. 
Nonetheless, I knew / wouldn’t want to be a 
“selected enemy target” with these guys 



32 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MAY 88 















behind the trigger. 

Day Three of the course revolved around 
some classroom instruction but mostly field 
work near ALC headquarters. A stalking 
exercise was set up for the scouts and a 
stalk/shoot for the snipers in which they had 
to close on an 4 ‘enemy** position, identify 
numbered and lettered signs (and in the case 
of the snipers, shoot), and then exfiltrate 
without being detected. 

I set up with 1st Lt. Bulatao and Staff 
Sergeant Paul Turpin, the scout platoon 
sergeant, on a sandy, grass-covered berm 
facing the exercise area. There was plenty 
of cover for the infiltrating scouts, but even 
$o it’d be a tough exercise: The “enemy” 
knew they were coming, knew the direction 
they’d be coming from and had binoculars and 
M49 spotting scopes trained on the area. 

I asked Staff Sergeant William Gunter, 
the SR SC instructor running the exercise, 
how scouts usually did on this exercise. 
“About 50/50. The wind today will help 
them out. Usually it’s the bush movement 
that gives them away.” 

Bush movement or not, we didn’t spot a 
single scout from our vantage point on the 
berm until late in the exercise, when they 
started running out of time and started mov¬ 
ing too quickly. As I wrote in my notes: 
“Good ex, good training, good troops. 
Probably pull it off in combat.” 

Following right behind the stalk were two 
other short field exercises, both good, both 
begging for more time and emphasis in the 
course. The first was ingenious in its sim¬ 
plicity: a walk down a road to identify well- 
known objects — rucksack, slingrope, 
rocket-propelled grenade (RPG) round, 
boot, Kevlar helmet, pineapple grenade and 
others — planted off to the sides. It was a 
drill in attention to detail, item number one 

SRSC instructors shout out 
“encouragement” while this scout heads for 
earth. 


Scouts lift off for early morning RTJ out of 
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter. 



on a scout’s list of survival and mission- 
accomplishment techniques. 

The second ex — tracking — was, like 
the first, good in intent and vital to scouts, 
but too short on time. Three scouts were 
sent out into a defined area. The remainder 
of their squad was tasked with tracking them 
down. As anyone who’s done it, or tried to 
do it, will tell you, tracking is no easy task 
unless you’ve been brought up in an en¬ 
vironment where you do it all the time. 

Staff Sergeant Turpin told me later that 
tracking/anti-tracking was one of the pla¬ 
toon’s weak points simply because training 
manuals, and even decent civilian books, on 
the subject just weren’t available. By itself, 
tracking could form its own month-long 
class; SRSC could only devote a couple 


hours of classroom and field work to it. 

After lunch, when the temperature 
jumped up to a balmy 50 degrees or so, 
SSgt. Ferrell, a hard-charger who had 
taught at Fort Campbell’s 101st Air Assault 
School, ran the platoon through its paces on 
the selection/occupation/construction of 
hides, another critical aspect of scout/sniper 
training. In essence, a hide is a rectangular 
hole in the ground, with strong overhead 
cover and concealment, that will hold two 
men for an indefinite period while they 
observe targeted areas. It has a number of 
applications: for scouts, usually in stay- 
behind operations while friendly forces 
withdraw and the enemy advances; for snip¬ 
ers the same, or during deployment behind 
enemy front lines. 

For one platoon member at least, Spec.4 
Labis, hides were old hat. I had watched 
him emerge from one he and his sniper-teaih 
partner had dug during the sniper school 
he’d attended, and that SOF covered, ba<fk 
in 1986. The rest, if they hadn’t done It 
before, would get their chance to dig and 
occupy one during the upcoming field train¬ 
ing exercise (FTX). 

Later that evening, back in my room in 
Fayetteville (“Fayette-Nam” as it used to 
be called), I wrote up my notes from thfc 
day. They read, in part: 4 ‘SRSC looks pretty 
good for a unit course, fairly well orga¬ 
nized, important subject material. Ferrell a 
first-rate instructor. Troops seem in¬ 
terested, good break from garrison for 
them. [One NCO from the platoon] told me 
it wasn’t all that ‘high speed’ of a course, 
but the younger troops needed the work.” 

Granted, it wasn’t a by-the-numbers op¬ 
eration, but it was a good foundation builder 
for the younger PFCs and Spec.4s in terms 
of learning what it takes to be a proficient 

Staff Sergeant Paul Turpin, 1-505 Scout 
platoon sergeant (right), waits in first lift 
for UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter RTJ. 
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(make that read “one-who-stays-alive-in- 
combat”) scout. 

Day Four took us back into the classroom 
for the most part, with a schedule of classes 
that had everyone’s notebook jammed full 
by day’s end: Scout/Sniper Log-Book/ 
Sketching, Basic Knots, Field-Expedient 
Antennas (with corresponding practical ap¬ 
plication near ALC headquarters. Interest¬ 
ingly, the troops couldn’t raise ALC head¬ 
quarters, which was no more than 300 
meters away, with their expedient antennas, 
but they could converse with Range Con¬ 
trol, some dozen or so kilometers distant), 
Initial Planning/Coordinations, Load Con¬ 
siderations, LZ/PZ (landing zone/pickup 
zone) Preparation and Marking, Ground-to- 
Air Transmissions, Medevac Request, 
Drop-Zone Operation, Fighting Light, and 
Fundamentals of Scout Operations Area/ 
Route/Zone Recons/Screen. 

It was a lot to assimilate and I wondered 
just how much took hold. But, assuming 
that these scouts had heard it all at some 
time before, and knowing that Army train¬ 
ing generally runs along the lines of “in¬ 
stillation in memory via repetition in in¬ 
struction,” I figured it was a good value 
day. Yet, having sat through hours of such 
classes myself in the past, I had to wonder 
about the value of class after class without 
the benefit of a hands-on exercise in be¬ 
tween. Ideally, from what I’d heard, seen 
and done, classroom work should come in 
the morning when the troops are fresh and 
alert; afternoons, especially immediately 

RIGHT: Fast Rope descent. According to 
SRSC instructor Staff Sergeant Hoyt 
Frazier, a 75th Ranger vet of Grenada, a 
Ranger platoon can unass a CH-47 
helicopter in 26 seconds using this 
technique. 

BELOW: It’s “Sit in the door!” and “Go!” 
for these scouts. 


after lunch, should be devoted to practical 
field training. 

I took off early that afternoon to liaise 
with the XVIII Airborne Corps’ and JFK 
Special Warfare Center’s PAOs, then 
wrapped myself around a beer and my notes 
from the day. They were short, general im¬ 
pressions: “Weather holding clear and 
cold. Classroom most of the day — [Major] 
Rivera says the pace picks up tomorrow. 
Big problem — no one had any combat time 
excepting Frazier [Grenada], so they take it 
all from the books. Wonder how many 
would last the first week in Nicaragua or 
Afghanistan doing combat OJT [on-the-job 
training]?” 

Day Five pulled the platoon out of the 
classroom and onto the rappelling and Pro- 
Life Tower. This was the kind of training 
the troops had been waiting for, the stuff 
that sets scouts apart from everyone else. 
Rappelling, a means of roping into the 
target area when no chopper LZs are avail¬ 
able, was new to a few of the scouts but old 
hat to most. Rig into a Swiss or mountain 
rope seat, hook on to the 120-foot doubled 
nylon rope with your D-ring, then “on rap¬ 


pel!” Staff Sergeant Frazier, instructor for 
the training, cut no slack. You either did it 
the right way or you didn’t do it at all. 

They mostly did it right. 

First phase consisted of a “Hollywood” 
rappel — no weapon or equipment. Frazier 
was up on the tower, “encouraging” the 
troops to kick out smartly, hold a good ‘ ‘L” 
position on the way down and look where 
the hell they were going. Second phase was 
a repeat, but this time with full combat gear. 
Frazier’s encouragement was more pointed: 
“Get that goddamned break hand tucked up 
under your ass or you’re gonna crash and 
bum!” It was sweet music, the only kind 
troops really hear and understand — and 
remember. 

After everyone in the platoon was rela¬ 
tively proficient in the fine art of heaving 
themselves off a steady platform into the 
breeze, at least to Frazier’s satisfaction, 
they split into two groups: one to stay on for 
Fast Rope, and the other to SSgt. Ferrell’s 
Rough Terrain Jump (RTJ) familiarization 
training. 

Hoyt Frazier is the type of instructor 
who’s going to keep troops alive in combat. 
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He’s seen bullets fly, spent a lot of time with 
the Rangers and knows what he’s talking 
about. He’s also aggressive and commanding; 
the type who’ll be in the running for a com¬ 
mand-sergeant-major slot one of these days. 

“It took 26 seconds for a Ranger platoon 
to unass a CH^17 using Fast Rope,” he told 
us, holding up a 2 1 / 2 -inch diameter rope. 
Fast Rope is a fairly new innovation to the 
Army but certainly not a new concept. Re¬ 
member how firemen, when the alarm 
sounded, used to jump onto a brass pole and 
slide down from the second to the first floor 
of the fire station? That, in essence, is Fast 
Rope. A combat force flies in by chopper, 
out goes the rope and, like firemen, the 
troops jump out, grab hold and slide down, 
using gloves and the insoles of their boots to 
control their descent. When you hit the 
ground your best deal is to do a quick para¬ 
chute landing fall out of the way because the 
guy right above is coming down at a quick 
rate of knots. 

There’s a big advantage to Fast Rope over 
rappelling, and that’s speed. On rappel, 
you’re limited to four ropes at best and the 
time it takes for a man to hook on to the 
rope, clear the chopper, rappel down and 
then clear the rope. That means a hovering 
helicopter, which is not only detrimental to 
the chopper and crew in combat but also 
tends to compromise the incoming troops. 
With Fast Rope the chopper flares up over 
the target area, the Fast Rope goes out, the 
troops jump out and slide down in a flash 
and a blur and the rope is kicked out after 
them. Twenty-six seconds for a platoon? 
How long for a four-man scout insertion? 
Those troops would be in and gone before 
any enemy force could react. 

Across the camp at the Pro-Life Tower, 
SSgt. Ferrell was running scouts through 
RTJ training. Most paras, at one time or 

82nd Airborne scout on patrol. 


“Those troops 
would be in and 
gone before any 
enemy force could 
react.” 


another, have hit the trees, but it sure wasn’t 
on purpose. In an RTJ, the purpose is to hit 
the trees; scouts aren’t always going to find 
a nice, clear drop zone (DZ) in combat and 
the Army knows it. Suited out in RTJ gear 
(tough, camouflaged outerwear with a built- 
in rappelling line and face-protected hel¬ 
met) with rucks fastened to the front, the 
scouts were hauled up the tower on a para¬ 
chute harness, simulating a tree landing. 
The object of the exercise is to then rig 
yourself and gear for a quick rappel back 
down to earth. 

Coupled with RTJ training was a stability 
operations (STABO) run-through. Just as 
DZs aren’t always available for parachute 
insertion, nor LZs for chopper landing, 
there isn’t always a nicely cleared area 
available for extraction. Enter STABO. A 
chopper flares into the scouts’ area, nylon 
ropes are kicked out and, using a STABO 
harness or expedient rope seat, scouts hook 
on to the rope and are whisked out of the 
AO. You’ve got to put a lot of faith into the 
chopper pilots during STABO; little things 
like making sure you’ve got enough vertical 
height before he blasts off forward, drag¬ 
ging you through trees and across mountain- 


Scouts practice bounding overwatch during 
small boat operations. Boat crews alternate 
covering each other while moving 
downriver. 


tops (and that’s happened in the past). 

Although not all that mentally demand¬ 
ing, this was the type of training that put 
SRSC a cut above most other unit courses. It 
fit into the school’s three stated missions, it 
was an individual and platoon confidence 
builder and they’d also be using most of it 
during their upcoming FTX. Most impor¬ 
tantly, however, it was the kind of stuff that 
would make these scouts better combat sol¬ 
diers. 

“Now we’re cooking,” my notes of the 
day read. “Rappel, Fast Rope, RTJ and 
STABO — how many 19- and 20-year olds 
ever get to do this? The kind of stuff that 
makes Army life fun and challenging. 
They’ll walk away from SRSC a bit more 
cocky, maybe help keep them alive in the 
bush.” 

The first half of Day Six of SRSC’s 
course again put the scouts out for hands-on 
work, this time for rope bridges and water 
insertion techniques—namely rubber boats 
—*■ again FTX-applicable training. It was 
cold and wet work but went smoothly be¬ 
cause most of the scouts had done it before. 
Training was starting to wind down in terms 
of classroom and field instruction — ropes 
and boats were last. That afternoon, their 
boss, 1st Lt. Bulatao, received his FTX 
operations order (OPORD) from Maj. 
Rivera. 

And a slick and well-prepared OPORD it 
was, too, perhaps one of the best I’d ever 
seen either in training or combat: 21 pages 
comprising a comprehensive OPORD it¬ 
self, an intelligence annex, an appendix giv¬ 
ing the general situation concerning the not- 
so-mythical country of Matanzas in Central 
America, an in-depth “Area of Operations 
Geographical and Intelligence Brief’ (de¬ 
tailing the weather, terrain, politics, econ¬ 
omy, sociology and psychology of Matan- 

Continued on page 75 
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AFRICA WATCHER 

South Africa-based writer/photogra¬ 
pher AJ J. Venter is Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine contributing editor for Africa. 


ABOVE: Extremely tenuous logistics lines in 
centra] Angola involve much of ammunition 
required for attacks being carried by hand 
across waterways such as this one in Longa. 
Here UN1TA troops pass along South 
African 81mm M-61 high-explosive mortar 
rounds. 

ABOVE LEFT: UNIT A soldiers inspect 
remains of Angolan Air Force Soviet-built 
Mi-17 transport/gunship chopper shot down 
by Stinger missiles in vicinity of Luvuei in 
early November 1987. Soldiers carry 
Chinese Type 56-1 folding-stock assault 
rifles while troop in center has RPG-7 
(rocket-propelled grenade) launcher sans 
telescopic sight. 

LEFT: Rebel soldier inspects pod which 
became detached from Soviet-built Mi-17 
shot down by Stinger antiaircraft missile. 

RIGHT: Soviet-built GAZ-66 truck in 
flames after UNIT A attack on Lucusse. 


by Al J. Venter 
Photos Courtesy of the Author 


When Will It 
Cost the 
Commies 
Too Much? 
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SIEGE 



AT CUITO 
CUANAVALE 


B Y January 1988, fighting around the 
southeast Angolan town of Cuito 
Cuanavale had escalated into the heaviest of 
the 14-year civil war between FAPLA 
(Army for the Popular Front for the Libera¬ 
tion of Angola, the communist Angolan 
government army) and the anti-communist 
guerrillas of Jonas Savimbi's UNITA 
(National Union for the Total Liberation of 
Angola). 

What is significant about the battle for 
Cuito Cuanavale — which has already been 
dubbed “Angola's Dien Bien Phu” — is 
that Angolan and Cuban air forces have 
been prominent participants and hundreds 
of Cuban soldiers have been involved in the 
defense of the city during this siege. Attack 
aircraft making ground-strike forays have 
included Soviet-built MiG-2 Is and MiG- 
235 as well as Soviet Sukhoi fighter- 
bombers flow,n by East German and Cuban 
pilots. Furthermore, in a desperate bid to 
hold off Savimbi’s forces, the Angolans 
have reportedly resorted to the use of chemi¬ 
cal warfare. With UNITA literally at the 
gates of the city as this article goes to press, 
Cuito Cuanavale could well be the worst 
defeat for FAPLA in 12 years. 

American-supplied Stinger antiaircraft 
missiles have taken a sizable toll, although 
recent indications are that Angolan and 
communist air force pilots have developed a 
reasonably effective counter-tactic of “low 
approach, guns blazing” in a bid to disori¬ 
ent UNITA ground personnel. By January 
1988, weekly communist aircraft losses to 
the Stingers were considerably less than 
they had been several months before, but 
they are still numbered in terms of dozens 
for the overall six-month period. 

Reports from Lisbon, Spain, indicate that 
UNITA's ground attackers (supported by 
South African specialists and technicians) 
lobbed up to 200 155mm shells a day into 
the beleaguered town from South African 
G5 and self-propelled G6 howitzers. Cuito 
Cuanavale is reported to be in shambles: its 
buildings destroyed and its radar network 
knocked out. The removal of Cuito Cuana¬ 
vale from the overall Angolan radar net¬ 
work grid creates a serious gap in the aerial 
defenses of south Angola, a situation which 
the Soviet Union has spent billions of dol¬ 
lars trying to prevent. Aircraft that were left 
behind at the airstrip also became casualties 
of this ongoing battle. 

Reports indicate that by the end of Janu¬ 
ary the condition of Cuito Cuanavale’s de¬ 
fenders had become desperate. There were 
no medical supplies for treating seriously 
wounded FAPLA and Cuban troops. Aso, 
UNITA cut all approach roads to Cuito, so 
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South African 155mm G5 howitzer. 
Anti-communist forces have used G5s and 
self-propelled G6s to pound the southeastern 
Angolan town of Cuito Cuanavale, knocking 
out its entire radar network. 


there were no food supplies coming in. The 
matter was further exacerbated by the fact 
that several large bridges around the town 
were blown up by UNITA and South Afri¬ 
can artillery, completely isolating the place 
from the outside world. Although the Ango¬ 
lan Air Force (AAF) had attempted to drop 
in supplies by air, the practice was discon¬ 
tinued after two AAF Soviet-made Ilyushin 
transport planes were knocked out by Sting¬ 
ers during their approach runs. The Angolan 
news agency, AIM, reported in Lisbon dur¬ 
ing the last week of January that Cuban 
ground forces had started moving toward 
Cuito, but there was little they could do 
about relieving conditions without massive 
supplies of arms and armor. With the rainy 
season and with the bridges blown, they 
could not cross swollen rivers to get closer 
to the target area. 

It is significant that last year’s successful 
FAPLA offensive against Dr. Savimbi’s 
stronghold at Jamba was launched from 
Cuito Cuanavale. Angolan government 
losses during the recent Cuban- and Soviet- 
backed offensive in eastern Angola have 
exceeded 10,000 killed. Current estimates 
indicate that a similar number have been 
wounded. Losses by Savimbi’s UNITA 
movement have been conservatively esti¬ 
mated at about 3,000 killed and twice that 
number wounded. The South African army 
has acknowledged that about 30 of its sol¬ 
diers and airmen have died in the offensive, 
which began in August 1987. 

Additionally, South African forces that 
came to the aid of Savimbi in a bid to prevent a 
breakthrough to the UNITA headquarters in 
southeast Angola have captured several state- 
of-the-art Soviet missile and radar systems, 
“between 60 and 80” new and undamaged 
T-54/55 Soviet tanks and large numbers of 
armored and logistical vehicles, according to 
South African intelligence sources. More sig¬ 
nificantly, Cuban losses during the campaign 
are estimated at several dozen killed and two 
pilots captured following the downing of a 
MiG-23 by a Stinger. Three Soviet senior 
personnel are known to have died in one attack 
in the north. 

More ominous is the report that, for the 
first time in southern Africa, the Soviet- 
backed forces used chemical weapons along 


Sites of recent battles between FAPLA and 
UNITA forces in Angola. 


the northern UNITA-held fringe of the cam¬ 
paign in an area between Cassamba and 
Lucusse (see map). American observers 
attached to UNITA forces are aware of the 
new development, as are the South Africans 


who have in their possession film of victims 
who were exposed to Soviet chemical war¬ 
fare. Some of these victims are being treated 
by South African medical specialists. The 
South African public has not yet been advised 


> Luanda 


ANGOLA 






_ September 8 

Cuanavale ^V October 8 
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of Cuban and Soviet use of chemical weapons 
in the Angolan war for fear of adverse reaction 
back home. It is only a question of time, 
however, before rumor and unofficial reports 
force the issue into the open. 

It is interesting that, with current ongoing 
military operations in this comer of lower 


west Africa, South Africa has replaced 
Israel as the source of captured, new- 
generation Soviet military weapons sys¬ 
tems. Brought back behind South African 
lines were more than a dozen complete 
SAM-8 (surface-to-air missile) antiaircraft 
systems, two SAM-13s and what have been 


termed “five SAM-14 and SAM-16s,” 
although there is no indication how many of 
each of these two systems were taken intact. 
An unknown number of SAM-9s were also 
captured. Several Soviet Flat Face target 
acquisition radar systems were also cap¬ 
tured and are in the possession of the South 



Photo sequence illustrates method of 
operation of UNITA forces in eastern, 
central and northern Angola — regions 
where communist Angolan government 

UNITA SABOTAGES 
VITAL RAIL LINK 

Sabotage of the vital and strategic 
Lobito rail link continues after more than 
a dozen years of civil war in Angola, 
These pictures — taken during an actual 
operation near the city of Huambo in 
central Angola — show the extremely 
effective modus operandi that has kept 
the line inoperable for so long. 

During the Portuguese colonial 
period, which ended with a military 
coup d’etat in Portugal in April 1974, 
this vital rail link connected the large and 
modem Angolan port of Lobito over a 
distance of more than 1,000 miles with 
several independent black nations in the 
interior. Much of the copper and other 
minerals of the mines of Zambia and 
Zaire were routed for export through 
Lobito. More than 50 percent of the im¬ 
ports required by these nations were fer¬ 
ried from Lobito into the interior. 

Now, with the rail link cut, Angola 
and other countries in the region have to 
route their produce (both exports and 
imports) through South African ports, 
making them economically dependent 
on the white-controlled government. 
The Tan-Zam railway line, built specifi¬ 
cally by the communist Chinese to cir¬ 
cumvent such a need, can handle only a 
tiny proportion of the needs of Zambia 
through the Tanzanian capital and port 



still operates railways. UNITA forces 
concentrate in certain areas and then 
move into attack position on small 
track carts. 

of Dar es Salaam. 

The rail line has an interesting history. 
It was built by the Portuguese, using 
largely forced labor, before World War 
II in a bid to open up much of the African 
interior. It achieved this through col¬ 
laboration with Belgian interests in the 
erstwhile Belgian Congo (Zaire) and 
British authorities in Northern Rhodesia 
(Zambia). Run effectively, it certainly 
helped promote development in vast 
reaches of the Black Continent where 
there had been nothing before. It was 
also used extensively by the Portuguese 
army during the 1960-74 colonial war 
that eventually ended Portugal’s rule in 
Africa. In all that time it was never really 
effectively cut by the guerrillas. 

Following the civil war among several 
Angolan national movements, in which 
the Soviets supported the present gov¬ 
erning MPLA (Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola) and the West 
gave succor to the FNLA (National 
Front for the Liberation of Angola) and 
thereafter to Dr. Jonas Savimbi’s 
UNITA, various interests laid claim to 
sectors of the rail link. Each, in turn, 
destroyed much of the railway system in 
a bid to make the whole inoperable for 
the rest. In this task, Savimbi’s UNITA 
movement has been the most successful. 

Large sections of rail have been re¬ 
moved (allegedly about 200 miles, 
although there has been no independent 
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LEFT AND CENTER: White explosive 
charges are laid on track of bridge to be 
blown. RIGHT: Charges are detonated 
and bridge is blown. 

confirmation of this figure) and most of 
the bridges that were built by the Portu¬ 
guese destroyed and rolling stock sabo¬ 
taged. It has been estimated by indepen¬ 
dent German and French sources that 
even if the war were to end today, it 
would take a concerted Western effort at 
least four years to get the line operating 
again against an expenditure of $2.7 bil¬ 
lion. But since the civil war shows no 
signs of abating, there is little likelihood 
of this happening. 

These pictures show UNITA soldiers 
during an operation immediately east of 
the second largest city in Angola, Huambo 
(formerly Nova Lisboa), headquarters of 
Dr. Jonas Savimbi until he was driven out 
by Cuban-backed FAPLA (military wing 
of the MPLA) forces. Troops arrive with 
equipment on a flatcar across one of the 
stretches of still-usable line in the interior. 
At the bridge intended for destruction, they 
carefully and professionally lay out plas- 
tique (of French origin, incidentally). Then 
the blast. 

An estimated 200 bridges and connec¬ 
tion links have been destroyed in this 
manner, giving strength to the theory 
being bandied about in som& quarters 
that even if Dr. Jonas Savimbi were 
eventually to achieve a measure of pow¬ 
er in Angola, he would not be interested 
in linking his country to potentially 
equally unstable black states to the im¬ 
mediate east of Angola, 
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CUBAN PRESENCE 
IN ANGOLA 

There has long been confusion as to 
the exact number of Cuban soldiers 
based in Angola. Part of the answer was 
provided by a member of the Cuban 
Ministry of Defense on a visit to Mapu¬ 
to, Mozambique, in January 1988. He 
admitted to (and was quoted by the 
Angolan news agency, AIM, in Lisbon, 
Spain) a total of “about 40,000“ 
Cubans cunrently serving in Angola. 

It is likely that this tally includes the 
recent move of another 9,400 Cuban sol¬ 
diers airlifted from Havana by Soviet 
transport aircraft into Luanda following 
the mililary debacle in southeast Angola 
toward the end of 1987. 

That relations between the Cubans 
and ordinary Angolans (as opposed to 
highly placed Angolans in senior gov¬ 
ernment positions) are strained is no 
longer a secret. Cubans have been spat 
upon while walking in the streets of 
Luanda. Open abuse is commonplace 
from native Angolans who accuse their 
Hispanic compadres of compounding 
their catastrophic economic situation 
and prolonging conflict in other parts of 
the country. Obviously, the war against 
Savimbi, who seeks to divide the coun¬ 
try and foist his own personality on the 
political scene, though regarded as 
necessary, is not a popular one. 

The issue is also highlighted by the 
fact that Cubans on active service in 
Angola are not allowed to move about 
alone in any of the towns or cities in 
which they are stationed. Nor are they 
now permitted to fraternize with the lo¬ 
cals because of a fairly severe AIDS 
problem which has surfaced in Luanda, 
Hu am bo and other centers during the 
past year. The AIDS problem is severe 
enough to have curtailed the provision of 
Angolan blood to Cuban casualties in 


April or May 1987. Much of this blood 
was found to be the newly discovered 
HIV sero-positive strain. All blood sup¬ 
plies for Cuban and other Warsaw Pact 
personnel serving in Angola now comes 
from Eastern Europe, principally East 
Germany, Czechoslovakia and Poland. 

There is also tension between Cuban 
forces and the Angolan army (FAPLA). 
The Angolans resent Cuban control over 
their units: Most Angolan commanders 
are answerable to a Cuban regional com¬ 
mander. They deplore the fact that 
Cubans live under more favorable condi¬ 
tions than their own men, are fitted out 
with better equipment and supplied with 
superior food. Most of all, they deplore 
the fact that Cuban army contingents are 
strictly segregated from the rest. Some 
FAPLA officers were able to confide to 
their South African colleagues during 
the Joint Monitoring Commission, 
which was implemented following a 
cease-fire in January 1984 in southern 
Angola, that this form of segregation 
was tantamount to apartheid. 

Perhaps the most serious charge made 
by some captured FAPLA officers dur¬ 
ing the recent offensive was that Cuban 
officers had a habit of calling for evacua¬ 
tion helicopters as soon as the going 
became rough. This had a drastic effect 
on FAPLA morale in the firing line. 

Also, the majority of FAPLA officers 
regard the Cuban command structure in 
their country with some suspicion for the 
simple reason that, in almost a dozen 
campaigns in which Cubans have been 
involved against South African forces 
since 1975, not one has ended in victory 
for the home team. 

For this reason alone, the Cubans are 
sensitive about their role in Angola; also 
because of the massive defeat suffered 
during the latter part of 1987, which 
forced Havana to pump in almost 10,000 
more of its troops, if only to maintain the 
status quo in Luanda. 



ABOVE LEFT: UNITA soldiers go over 
Soviet T-34/85 medium tanks captured in 
central Angola after taking Cassamba. 
Soldier on right has folding-stock Chinese 
Type 56-1 slung across his back. 

RIGHT: Remains of Soviet-built Mi-24 
helicopter gunship are brought back to 
UNITA base at Jamba in southeastern 
Angola. Troop at left has Chinese Type 56-1 
folding-stock assault rifle, while troop on 
right in background has Portuguese G3-A2 
with see-through magazine slung across his 
back. 

BELOW RIGHT: Soviet high-explosive 
bomb (note Cyrillic writing on tail fin) is 
checked in open area after aborted 
counteroffensive by FAPLA forces at 
Cassamba. UNITA soldiers carry Chinese 
Type 56-1 folding-stock assault rifles. 


FAR RIGHT: Communist FAPLA soldier 
with chest and neck wounds lies dead after 
being accosted by a UNITA soldier armed 
with Chinese Type 56-1 folding-stock assault 
rifle. 
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ABOVE: UNIT A doctors performing 
post-battle surgery in improvised hospital 
near Cuito Cuanavale. 


LEFT: UNITA army being ferried across 
strong waterway near Longa, the scene of 
heavy fighting in recent months. 
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African Defence Force (SADF). Other 
equipment brought back intact and in what 
was termed “great quantity” were items as 
diverse as large numbers of Soviet 82mm 
mortars, AGS-17 grenade launchers, five 
TMM mobile bridges, as well as a wide 
variety of East Bloc artillery, some of which 
has already been deployed by Dr. Savimbi’s 
UN IT A movement. 

In terms of value and tonnage, Soviet 
equipment losses are estimated at between 
$1 and $2 billion and amount to about twice 
the tonnage (roughly 50,000 tons) of hard¬ 
ware taken during the mammoth Operation 
Protea of 1981. Depots the size of football 
fields are being put aside along the South- 
West Africa/Angola border to house and 

Continued on page 79 





ABOVE LEFT: UNITA soldier obtains 
primitive medication for leg wound deep in 
Angolan bush. 

ABOVE: UNITA forces armed with Chinese 
Type 56 assault rifles line up for parade at 
Jamba. Banner with likeness of UNITA 
leader Dr. Jonas Savimbi is in background. 

LEFT: South African 155mm G6 
self-propelled howitzer. G6s and towed G5s 
have been instrumental in the siege of Cuito 
Cuanavale by anti-communist UNITA 
forces. 
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FIRST CONVENTIONAL 
ARMOR ONSLAUGHT 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Events in southeast Angola during the 
latter part of 1987 were highlighted by 
the first full-scale tank-on-tank armored 
battle yet fought in the subcontinent. 

When Angolan government forces 
(FAPLA) launched their two-pronged 
onslaught southward out of Cuito 
Cuanavale in early November, they did 
not count on any substantial South Afri¬ 
can involvement in the war. The South 
African economy, though on the up¬ 
grade, is still under heavy pressure fol¬ 
lowing the collapse of the Rand. Also, a 
state of emergency still exists in most 
major South African urban areas, and 
civil unrest — while less extreme than 
the previous level of intensity — con¬ 
tinues. 

For these reasons, and because South 
Africa has in recent years shown itself 
sensitive to overseas criticism, particu¬ 
larly from Western Europe and the Unit¬ 
ed States, Angolan President Dos Santos 
and his Cuban, Soviet and East German 
advisers gambled that South Africa 
would not involve itself in the conflict 
during a dry-season offensive against 
Dr. Jonas Savimbi’s IJNITA. There¬ 
fore, when FAPLA launched an armored 
thrust down the dry riverbed of the Lom- 
ba River toward Jamba in southeast 
Angola, imagine their surprise at rinding 
scores of newly refurbished South Afri¬ 
can Olifant (Elephant) main battle tanks 
ready to take up the cudgels on behalf of 
Savimbi’s rebel movement. 

During the battle that followed in the 
sandy bush country of what the Portu¬ 
guese term Terras do fim Mundo (Land 
at the End of the Earth), all but 10 of the 
72 Soviet T-55 tanks that were thrust 
into battle were either knocked out or 
captured within the first 36 hours. The 
last 10 were taken intact by South Afri¬ 


Centurion Olifant (Elephant) main battle 
tank refurbished by Armscor engineers in 
South Africa. 

can forces a few days later, after their 
crews had fled into the bush. This pro¬ 
vided the South African military arsenal 
with the kind of hardware it is known to 
have been seeking but had been unable 
to buy because of a decade-old United 
Nations arms embargo. For their part, 
the South Africans had two of their Oli- 
fants immobilized: One lost a set of 
tracks after it hit a land mine, the other 
took a shell through the engine casing. 
Both were later repaired in situ by South 
African engineers. 

What is significant about the involve¬ 
ment of South African tanks (Pretoria is 
not prepared to commit itself to the 
actual numbers involved) is that the 
South African Defence Force was able to 
move large numbers of heavy armor (the 
Olifant is based on the British Centurion 
heavy frame) without the enemy getting 
wind of the move. This is all the more 
remarkable because the tanks obviously 
had to be moved overland en masse, 
partly by rail and the balance of the jour¬ 
ney by low loaders. It was a huge logis¬ 
tical exercise carried out in secret. 

This 2,000-kilometer journey was 
undertaken largely through South-West 
Africa/Namibia, a land where SWAPO 
(South-West African People’s Organi¬ 
zation) still has massive political influ¬ 
ence. Had SWAPO supporters known 
about the move, they certainly would 
have told their compatriots in Angola. It 
would have been impractical to take the 
more direct route through Botswana 
without alerting the enemy, even if this 
were politically possible. The journey 
was accomplished by moving only at 
night and (according to debriefings of 
captured Cuban, FAPLA and SWAPO 
personnel) the arrival of South African 
armor was as much of a surprise to the 
Angolans as it was to those few South 


Africans who heard about the event 
afterward. 

Having achieved a fairly remarkable 
success in the first southern African tank 
battle, the Olifant appears to have made 
a creditable showing of a variety of mod¬ 
ifications applied by Armscor specialists 
in South Africa, Almost all these new- 
generation versions have been developed 
from batches of derelict Centurion tanks 
that the South Africans have acquired over 
die years from countries as diverse as Brit¬ 
ain, Iraq, Jordan and India. 

During the early 1970s, South African 
agents are known to have acquired 200 
obsolete Centurions from the Indian 
army, shipped them over to Africa by 
barge and then stripped them down to 
their shells. Any where else in the world 
these rusty hulks would have been sold 
for scrap. But because of the United 
Nations arms embargo, Armscor of ne¬ 
cessity set to work using state-of-the-art 
technology and a good infusion of Euro¬ 
pean and Israeli expertise to create the 
Olifant, literally from the ground up. 

The tank’s laser sighting devices are 
Israeli, the engines West German, the 
guns South African and the hundreds of 
other innovations are from countries 
around the globe. Many have been 
adapted with equipment taken off 
knocked-out Soviet T-54/55 tanks from 
previous cross-border operations, such 
as Operation Protea and Operation 
Askari. 

So successful has this program be¬ 
come that several countries have lately 
approached South Africa to refurbish 
their own obsolete Centurions. Armscor 
remains noncommittal about whether it 
is helping either Iraq or Iran in this re¬ 
spect. 

The end result is that the South Afri¬ 
can army now sits with dozens of brand- 
new Soviet T-55 tanks and enough 
spares to keep them operational for a 
decade. 
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Sergeant Dagoc of Philippine army prepares 
to move out after spending night along the 
trail. 
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SOF COMBAT REPORT 

PHILIPPINE 

PATROL 



SOF Staffer in 
the Field 
Against NPA 

Text & Photos 
by Gene Scroft 


Philippine army soldier takes a break 
during long patrol as water buffalo looks 
on. 


Author Gene Scroft (left) in Philippine 
village of Vilauarte. 


T HE point man suddenly crouched and I 
heard the sound of a round being cham¬ 
bered somewhere very near. I quickly sur¬ 
veyed the dense Philippine jungle and felt 
the adrenaline flowing through my body. 
Every instinct told me that all hell was about 
to break loose. 

I had come to Mindanao expecting ac¬ 
tion. It’s the second largest island in the 
Philippine archipelago and, though rich in 
gold and timber, has always been a trouble 
spot. Americans discovered the volatility of 
the region when they first encountered the 
Moslem Moro tribesmen after gaining con¬ 
trol of the islands from the Spanish in the 
1890s. The soldiers found that the standard- 
issue .38-caliber round failed to stop the 
bolo-wielding warriors who tied cords tight¬ 
ly around their arms and testicles in prepara¬ 
tion for death in battle. Arsenal-rebuilt 
Army Ml873 single-action revolvers in .45 
Long Colt caliber were issued to American 
troops specifically for their ability to stop 
these fanatic charges with finality at close 
range, and the success of the .45-caliber 
round influenced later adoption of the 
M1911 pistol in .45 ACP. Luckily for the 
GIs, the .45 rounds worked extremely well. 

Today the armed Moslem threat is repre¬ 
sented by the Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF). The government has been 
largely successful in controlling the MNLF 
because Moslems account for only about 35 
percent of the population of Mindanao and 
because of the tendency of the Moros to 
fight pitched battles in places where the 


SOLDIER WRITER 

Gene Scroft was an experienced sol¬ 
dier before he became a combat corre¬ 
spondent, and his experience has served 
him well. A West Point graduate who 
served in the 75th Rangers and the 82nd 
Airborne before becoming a full-time 


adventurer, Scroft has filed stories with 
SOF from war zones all over the globe. 
For more of his adventures, see “Holy 
War Combat Tour” (December ’86), 
“Yank in Afghanistan” (January ’87), 
“War Zone Bocay” (September ’87) 
and “Beirut’s Christian Commandos” 
(October T 87). 



Map check during Sergeant Dagoc’s patrol. 
Map dearly shows plan to surround 
objective C using various checkpoints in 
hope of forcing enemy to flee into an 
ambush at checkpoint J. Plan failed due to 
improper coordination and navigation. 
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government’s superior firepower can over¬ 
come their determination. As of this writing 
there is an effective cease-fire between the 
two sides, but violence remains just below 
the surface. 

Major General Caesar Tapia, commander 
of the Philippine forces in the southern is¬ 
lands, realizes that his main threat now 
comes from the guerrillas of the communist 
New People’s Army (NPA). The NPA 
flourished under the corrupt rule of Ferdi¬ 
nand Marcos and, although the institution of 
the democratic government of President 
Aquino has removed the main impetus for 
NPA growth, there are still an estimated 
24,000 NPA guerrillas roaming the Philip¬ 
pine countryside. 

The general told me to see his hard- 
charging 2nd Brigade commander in 
Davao, Colonel Ramberto Saavedra, if I 
wanted to see action against the commu¬ 
nists. Saavedra took command in February 
1987 and in that short time has been able to 
transform an area once known as “Murder 
City” into the country’s model counterin¬ 
surgency example. 

Saavedra knows that his men need to be 
trained in this type of warfare. With this in 
mind he started his own patrolling course 
based on the Philippine army’s Scout- 
Ranger school. In the colonel’s course, 
even test missions are combat operations 
against the NPA. It wasn’t enough for the 
colonel that the class made contact with the 
enemy on their first mission. He was send¬ 
ing them out again; this time I would get to 
go along. 

Our plan was to send a company-sized 
element split along two axes of advance 
toward our objective, the village of 
Vilauarte. Local communities consistently 
give information on NPA activities to the 
army, and in this case they indicated that 
between 50 and 100 communists were oper¬ 
ating from this village. One team was to 
occupy the hill to the north of the village 
While the other team occupied the high 
ground to the south. We hoped to force the 
enemy to fight or to flee in the direction of a 
waiting ambush provided by an adjacent 
battalion. 

At 2300 hours we were delivered to our 
line of departure in 2.5-ton trucks. With 
only about 12 operational helicopters avail¬ 
able in the entire southern command, it is 


"Any way you look at it, 
poor security is a fatal 
flaw for men at war." 


impossible to provide air support to all op¬ 
erations. This actually may be a blessing in 
disguise. Lack of air resources forces the 
army to cover ground on foot, effectively 
giving them a presence in areas that they 
would otherwise merely fly over. Helicop¬ 
ters, while useful for quick movement and 
medevac, don’t guarantee success, as 
Americans know from bitter experience. 

As soon as we started walking, the unit’s 
poor training became obvious. Our team 
leader, Sergeant Dagoc, spent most of his 
time running back and forth along the col¬ 
umn trying to maintain control. A forward 
location in the column and a few silent hand 
signals would have been more effective, but 
he seemed ignorant of these basic tech¬ 
niques. 

At 2400 hours the patrol halted. What I 
assumed to be a temporary halt lasted all 
night, with troops sleeping, and in many 
cases snoring, all along the line. Sgt. Dagoc 
said that he wasn’t sure of his location and 
wanted to wait for daylight to get a local 
guide. American trainees spend many 
sleepless nights huddled under ponchos 
with map and compass trying to figure out 
where they are; Filipino soldiers could use 
some similar training before they are sent on 
combat missions. At dawn we prepared our 
morning meal at a small house whose occu¬ 
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There are approximately 7,000 islands in 
the Republic of the Philippines. This story 
concerns communist insurgencies on the two 
largest islands, Mindanao in the south and 
Luzon in the north. 


pants had fled at our noisy approach. 

Prepackaged field rations are an unneces¬ 
sary luxury in the Philippine army. The rice 
and canned sardines that the troops carry 
give them all the carbohydrates and protein 
any soldiers need, and the abundant fruits 
and vegetables available in the countryside 
give delicious variety and balance to the 
diet. Filipino officers like to tell the story of 
an American military representative who 
was horrified by the lack of U.S.-style ra¬ 
tions, while the Filipino soldiers were brag¬ 
ging to him about how well they ate. 

Inadequate security was a far more se¬ 
rious problem than the quality of the chow. 
Even a small enemy force could have over¬ 
powered our meager two-man security ele¬ 
ment and slaughtered the lounging troops. 
Any way you look at it, poor security is a 
fatal flaw for men at war. 

An hour after we moved toward our 
objective, we heard voices coming from a 
rubber-tree orchard. The patrol silently sur¬ 
rounded the area and was not detected until 
a water buffalo got wind of it and stampeded 
in the opposite direction. The voices be¬ 
longed to a group of civilians, who told us 
that there were no NPA in the area. 
Although the troops treated them with cour¬ 
tesy, there was terror in their eyes. Was it 
something that NPA or soldiers had done to 
them in the past, or were they actually guer¬ 
rillas in fear of being exposed? Who knows 
— insurgencies are always 4tnbiguous. 

The patrol finally got off the road when 
we could see Vilauarte. As soon as we 
moved to occupy the hilltop, we were en¬ 
gulfed in bamboo and elephant grass sharp 
enough to cut exposed skin. The point man 
was daunted by the thick grass and hesitated 
to move forward. I realized that we had to 
occupy the hilltop soon and, since I was 
traveling right behind the point in hopes of 
getting some good action photographs, I 
took the lead and started breaking a trail. 

The vegetation was so thick that the only 
way to make a path was to lie on top of it. 
When we finally reached the ridge, we dis¬ 
covered a fresh trail leading to the top of the 
hill. Being unarmed, I slowed to a crawl so 
that the soldier behind me would move out 
front. He didn’t take the hint. When I 
slowed down, he did the same. When I 
stopped, he stopped. What the hell — I gave 
him my camera and took his rifle. With our 
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weapons at the ready, we slowly moved up 
the trail, half expecting to encounter the 
entire NPA. What we found were the rem¬ 
nants of a small fire and a beaten-down area 
that had recently served as ah NPA observa¬ 
tion post. Unfortunately, the communists 
had lied. 

From this vantage point we could clearly 
see the village. While the sergeant prepared 
to call in our position, I decided to get my 
bearings. I didn't have a map, but my com¬ 
pass indicated that we were south of the 
village. The operation order stated that we 
should be on the high ground to the north. A 
quick check of the sergeant’s map verified 
my suspicion that we had occupied the other 
team’s attack position. Improper coordination 
allowed us to reach the objective before the 
other team and blew our chances to surround 
the enemy, but it saved us from engaging in a 
costly firefight with our sister unit. 

We entered the village the next morning. 
No effort was made to secure the routes into 
the village, and the team didn’t bother 
sweeping to the far side of it. No one 
seemed concerned that a large NPA force 
could be at the other end. Christ, I was 
concerned. Luckily for us, the communists 
had left the day before. 

The villagers were gathered together and 
given a pro-government speech by Sgt. 
Dagoc. As the sole representative of the 
greatest democracy on earth, I felt obliged 
to also say something. Using Vietnam as an 
example of the kind of utopia the NPA 
offered the Philippines, I told them how Ho 
Chi Minh had killed thousands of Viet¬ 
namese farmers who resisted forced collec¬ 
tivization of their farms. I also explained 
that under NPA rule they would work for 


This Cadillac Gage Commando V-150 
armored vehicle is armed with a .50-caliber 
HMG and an M60 machine gun. Various 
versions of the V-150 provide most of the 
armored firepower for the Philippine armed 
forces. 



General Acension is happily greeted 
upon his arrival for 37th birthday of 
Philippine marine corps; his departure 
was less festive. 

SPECTER OF DEATH 

As I helped the crewmen secure the 
bodies to the deck of the patrol boat, the 
ever-present specter of death that haunts 
every soldier’s life became vividly real. 

Scattered on the heaving deck were 
the badly mauled bodies of seven Filipi¬ 
no soldiers, including the deputy South 
Com commander. Brigadier General 
Alturo Acension. All were killed in a 
tragic helicopter accident, and I should 
have been one of them. 

Earlier that day I accompanied the 
general (at 43, the youngest general in 
the Philippine armed forces) to the 37th 
anniversary of the marine battalion on 
the southern island ol'Basilan. While we 
rode the UH-1 helicopter to the island, I 


could see that he was truly anxious to 
attend. Acension was a marine officer 
and, like marines the world over, he took 
great pride in his corps. 

The ceremony was impressive, with a 
marching band, birthday cake and 
appropriate speeches by local politi¬ 
cians. At the end of the ceremonies the 
general told me that we would return by 
PT boat rather than aircraft due to the 
inclement weather. One look at the sky 
convinced me this was a wise decision. 

When 1 arrived at the dock the general 
wasn’t there. A colonel drove up and 
explained that he had decided to take the 
helicopter after all. When he asked me if 
I would like to go along, I didn’t hesitate 
to accept. Somehow a four-hour passage 
in rough seas didn’t appeal to me. By the 
time we arrived at the landing zone, the 
general had already left. When we got 
back to the dock, the boat had also left. I 
wasn’t overly happy about being 
stranded on this remote island, but my 
disappointment soon evaporated when 
we learned that the helicopter had 
crashed only minutes after takeoff, kill¬ 
ing all those on board. 

At 0200 hours I left the island as I had 
originally intended, on the patrol boat 
with the general. Only I was alive and 
standing and he lay dead and broken 
under a loosely wrapped poncho. 

A country at war can ill afford to lose 
its outstanding leaders in transportation 
accidents, but men who follow the pro¬ 
fession of arms understand, as did the 
general, that during war or peace, death 
is their constant companion. 


meager wages under a government landlord 
rather than own their own property. This got 
their attention. I doubt that these people had 
ever heard this before. I guess that the NPA 
doesn’t publicize communist collectiviza¬ 
tion doctrine when recruiting in rural areas. 
I don’t know if their attentiveness was 
genuine, but I felt better for the effort. 

The soldiers were well-behaved in 
Vilauarte, but I did see a private steal some 
bananas from a small shop. When the troops 
saw that I didn’t support this they started 
conspicuously paying for everything. They 


would even show me the things they bought 
in order to explain how much they paid for 
them. Hardly the bloodthirsty marauders 
the NPA portray them to be. 

When we returned to the brigade area, 
team leaders were called on to brief the 
deputy commander on the mission. One 
young man got up and completely fabri¬ 
cated an operation carried out in exact 
accordance with the operation order. The 
executive officer (XO) wasn’t fooled in the 
least, as I had told him earlier what had 
really happened. 
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Sergeant Dagoc (left) questions civilians in 
enemy-controlled area. Girl’s shirt (center) 
reads “People Power” — the Aquino 
government’s motto. 



REASSESSING RAMOS 

I considered myself well-briefed on 
the Philippine situation before my 
assignment there. The American and 
Asian syndicated press made it clear 
that, if it weren’t for loyalty to Chief of 
Staff Fidel Ramos, the military would 
topple the Aquino government. The Au¬ 
gust coup attempt by “Gringo” Hon- 
asan seemed to substantiate this view. 

After spending some months in the 
Philippines and talking to military peo¬ 
ple from the rank of private to general, I 
found that most of what I had read in the 
States was pure fiction. Everybody who 
was willing to express an opinion — that 
is, almost everybody — said the same 
thing: Of all the Aquino government, the 
man they would most like to get rid of is 
Ramos. 

Even though he was a policeman 
(Ramos was head of the Philippi ne Con¬ 
stabulary for 15 years under Marcos), 
the military' accepted him as chief of 


staff in the hope that he would end the 
corruption and political favoritism that 
had prevailed under the former dictator. 
They were even willing to hide their 
resentment of the fact that the constabu¬ 
lary under Ramos was largely responsi¬ 
ble for the graft and the civilian abuses 
that still blacken the name of the 
military. 

These early hopes were soon dis¬ 
appointed. Promotion of political favor¬ 
ites with little ability, and intrigue rather 
than dedication to winning the war were 
once again the rule at headquarters. 

Honasan’s coup attempt stemmed 
largely from his disappointment that 
Aquino fired his mentor, former De¬ 
fense Minister Enrile, and he would nev¬ 
er get the political power he had ex¬ 
pected after helping to oust Marcos. 
Though he was something of a folk hero 
among the younger officers, senior com¬ 
manders recognized Gringo’s political 
ambitions and refused to support the 
coup. Loyalty to General Ramos had 


little to do with it, but the complaints 
Honasan made against the chief of staff 
to legitimize his attempt were fully sup¬ 
ported by the military. 

In April 1988 about 30 senior officers 
from the Philippine Military Academy 
class of 1957 will retire. Ramos is a 
West Pointer from the class of 1950 and 
is long overdue for retirement. As chief 
of staff he doesn’t have to retire until 
asked to do so by the president, but his 
timely and honorable departure, and a 
replacement who is respected by the 
armed forces, would do much to stabi¬ 
lize the present civil-military turbu¬ 
lence. The future of Philippine democra¬ 
cy may well hinge on Aquino’s decision. 

Editor's Note: After this article was 
written, Ramos was named defense 
minister and his deputy , another Philip¬ 
pine Constabulary man not trusted by the 
military , replaced him as armed forces 
chief 
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SUPPLIES AND NEED 
IN THE AFP 

At first glance the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (AFP) look ready to fall 
apart. Troops march in rubber sandals, 
and civilian clothes tend to take the 
place of uniforms. Filipino soldiers 
perpetuate this impression by con¬ 
tinually pointing out these deficien¬ 
cies to foreign observers. 

A closer look, however, reveals a 
more complex truth. On a recent patrol ! 
asked a soldier who was wearing blue 
jeans and tennis shoes where his uniform 
and boots were. He explained that they 
were back at the barracks and that he had 
forgotten to bring them. Troops wear 
civilian clothes because they want to, 
not because they have to. Philippine 
army units generally allow their men to 
wear what they want in the field. This 
not only ruins discipline by fostering a 
bandit mentality but also makes it diffi¬ 
cult for civilians to differentiate between 
the army and the NPA. 

There are some legitimate complaints 
about equipment. PhiJippine-manu- 


factured jungle boots fall apart after only 
a few missions, and certain types of 
ammunition—hand grenades and M203 
rounds in particular — are scarce. A 
country that can produce its own AR-15 
rifle surely has the industrial base to 
produce boots for its fighting men, but 
quality control at the procurement level 
is poor; hampered, as most things are in 
the Philippines, by self-promoting, less- 
than-honest politicians. If they can’t 
make a boot that lasts, at least they 
should issue the soldiers some black 
sneakers, which are inexpensive and 
totally adequate for this type of jungle 
terrain. 

Most of the Philippine army’s equip¬ 
ment problems stem from the fact that 
the supply system has yet to catch up 
with the sevenfold expansion of the 
armed forces since the mid-1970s. 
Rather than massive military aid from 
other countries, a more efficient use of 
available assets will give the armed 
forces all they need to defeat the com¬ 
munists. 

Then they will have to win the way 
wars have always been won: through 
guts, aggression and sweat. 


Sergeant Dagoc examines civilian for 
stomach tattoos that many NPA guerrillas 
use as a recognition sign. He is carrying 
Philip pine-manufactured M16A1 with M203 
grenade launcher attached. 


During the patrol, a banana packing plant 
was burned down by the NPA for failure to 
pay extortion money. The army was prepar¬ 
ing to go after them and, since I still wanted 
to see these boys in combat, I asked to go 
along. 

The security guards at this packing plant 
said that they had been attacked by 200 NPA 
troops. This sounded farfetched. A good 
rule of thumb in these cases is to divide the 
number of guerrillas seen by frightened 
civilians by three. I’m sure that Custer 
might have some argument with this formu¬ 
la, but it’s generally valid. 

Locals again gave the military informa¬ 
tion as to the location of the communists. 
The operations officer of the battalion re¬ 
sponsible for the area planned to use a force 
of 30 men to go after the NPA. While I 
doubted the numbers given by the civilians, 
an unsupported platoon seemed awfully 
weak to send against an enemy of unknown 
size. The operations officer wasn’t con¬ 
cerned, he said, because he had a 105mm 
howitzer for fire support. Well, I hoped he 
had some nuke rounds for it because if we 
did run into 200 bad guys we’d need all the 
firepower we could get. 

The operations officer also felt that the 
map didn’t give the accurate location of our 
objective area. With that in mind he planned 
a three-day operation to an area where he 
thought our objective was located. The 
lieutenant who commanded the platoon lis¬ 
tened to his instructions without asking any 
questions. As it turned out, the map was 
correct all along; the lieutenant had been to 
the area before and disregarded his instruc¬ 
tions. Or, more likely, he couldn’t read a 
map either and just followed his usual route 
to the objective. Such a screw-up could 
have been disastrous if we were forced to 
call for fire support using coded target refer¬ 
ence points, as do most armies. Since this 
unit sent all of its locations in the clear over 
the radio, we would probably have been all 
right. One of the few cases I know of where 
a deficiency would cancel a mistake. 

We moved out at 0300 hours. The pla¬ 
toon made rapid time down the road, but 
every time we passed through a sleeping 
village the dogs would raise hell. After our 
first encounter we should have given inhab¬ 
ited areas a wide berth. We didn’t. The 
troops just threw rocks at the dogs which, of 



Philippine army soldier rests during patrol. 
He wears blue jeans by choice, not out of 
need. Such laxity in uniform discipline 
creates a bandit mentality and makes it 
difficult for civilians to distinguish between 
government forces and the NPA, 
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"Lack oi leadership, 
even more than lack of training, 
is this army's biggest problem." 



ABOVE: This vehicle, coming from area 
controlled by New People’s Army (NPA), 
was stopped and passengers were forced to 
lie on ground while they were questioned. 
They verified that 80 NPA were waiting 
over the hill in ambush. 

BELOW: One of General Acension’s 
support helicopters. Clouds in background 
soon produced a storm that would cause his 
death. 




ABOVE: Some material captured from enemy security 
position: Ml Garand rifle, pictures of guerrillas, lists 
of personnel, bandages, homemade blasting machine 
and antipersonnel mine, red shirt inscribed with 
prayers that supposedly stops bullets, and a red and 
blue condom. 
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Cockfighting is a national sport in the 
Philippines and is enjoyed even on patrol. 



course, only made them yap louder. 

As with the first patrol, the platoon leader 
and his sergeant placed themselves in the 
center and the rear of the column. Though 
the officers at brigade swear that they train 
them to move toward the front, this ‘ ‘coinci¬ 
dence” indicated otherwise. This rearward 
position, along with the failure of the lead 
men to look behind them, caused the pla¬ 
toon to become too spread out to properly 
control. With no leaders in sight, I started 
giving instructions to the troops. I was 
obeyed largely because no one else was 
taking charge. 

When the platoon entered a village very 
close to the objective, any semblance of 
military organization and leadership fell 
apart. The lieutenant and sergeant just sat 
there while the soldiers loitered around the 
small shops, which began to open for them. 
No security would have been put out at all if 
I hadn’t told four soldiers to get off their 
butts and move to a position farther up the 
road. I shouldn’t have had to do this stuff— 
I’m a journalist! Lack of leadership, even 
more than lack of training, is this army’s 
biggest problem. 

It was first light when we continued our 
movement. As if it were standard operating 
procedure, the platoon quickly spread out, 
with the leaders somewhere to the rear, un¬ 
seen. As I tried to think of a polite way to tell 
the brigade commander about his troops’ 
performance, the point man moved up to 
investigate a house at the side of the road. 
He quickly crouched, a round was cham¬ 
bered and the inevitable exchange of fire 
sent me rapidly to the side of the road. The 
lead man moved back to the road after his 
initial burst of fire and the steep banks pre¬ 
vented effective fire on the house. This, 
however, didn’t stop the soldiers from firing 


PHILIPPINE FACTS AND FIGURES 


Official Name: Republika ng Pilipinas , 
or Republic of the Philippines. 

Government: Republic. President 
Corazon Aquino took power on 25 
February 1986. 

Branches: Executive (president), leg¬ 
islative (Batasang Pamhansa, or 
National Assembly) and judicial 
(Supreme Court). 

Population: 58,100,000 (1985 esti¬ 
mate). 

Capital: Manila. 

Monetary Unit: Peso. 

Ethnic Groups: Malay, Chinese. 

Languages: Pilipino, English, Spanish 
and dialects: Tagalog, Visayan, 
Ilocano. 

Religions: Roman Catholic 85%, Islam 
5%, Aglipayan (independent Philip¬ 
pine Christian) 4%, Protestant 3%, 
other 3%. 

Geography: Consists of over 7,000 vol¬ 


canic islands lying about 500 miles off 
the coast of Southeast Asia, with total 
land area of 115,830 square miles. 
Only 7% of islands are over one 
square mile in area; largest islands are 
Luzon, Mindanao and Samar. Terrain 
is 65% mountainous, with narrow 
coastal lowlands. 

Natural Resources: Timber, copper, 
nickel, iron, cobalt, silver, gold, pe¬ 
troleum. 

Agriculture: Sugar, coconut products, 
rice, com, pineapples, bananas. 

Industries: Textiles, pharmaceuticals, 
chemicals, wood products, food pro¬ 
cessing, electronics assembly. 

Per Capita Income ( 1985 ): $594 per 
annum. 

Major Trading Partners: United 
States, Japan and European Economic 
Community (EEC). 


straight into the air on full automatic. Gre¬ 
nades would have been helpful, but we 
didn’t have any. Fortunately for us, neither 
did the enemy. 

NPA fire ceased within 30 seconds, but 
the soldiers were frozen in place. Then, 
thinking that they were being surrounded, 
they panicked and began to fire blindly to 
the other side of the road. After about five 
minutes (the lieutenant and sergeant were 
still nowhere to be seen) I followed two 
privates as they maneuvered to the left side 
of the house. One of them started firing 
wildly into the surrounding houses and 
stopped only when I yelled at him. No 
reason to cause civilian casualties when we 
weren’t receiving any hostile fire. 

By the time the house was secured the 
communists had, of course, fled but they 
left behind an Ml Garand rifle, an Icon 
handheld radio and a wealth of paperwork, 
including name rosters and weapons lists. A 
real bonanza for the intelligence people. 
Also left behind, interestingly enough, were 
hundreds of multicolored condoms. 

The captured paperwork later indicated 
that the NPA had some type of birth-control 
civic-action program in the area. In the 


meantime, the troops had a great time blow¬ 
ing up the condoms like balloons. One of 
the soldiers discovered two red shirts with 
religious symbols drawn on them. When I 
saw them I thought that we had just made a 
big mistake. Local pro-government self- 
defense forces are often made up of reli¬ 
gious cults that believe these shirts will pro¬ 
tect them from bullets. Since these forces 
are also issued Ml Garand rifles, I feared 
that we had mistakenly attacked a self- 
defense unit. What we found next con¬ 
vinced me that I was wrong. 

A homemade firing device was found 
with firing wires leading to the road. When 
the soldiers saw this they panicked again 
and began to shout and run for cover. The 
platoon sergeant was able to keep his head 
and traced the wires to two makeshift anti¬ 
personnel mines built like larger versions of 
the American claymore mine. The platoon 
had walked right by the well-camouflaged 
mines before the enemy was discovered. 
Later, I tested the firing device with a blast¬ 
ing cap and found that it didn’t work. I 
wonder how many times the NPA frantical- 

Continued on page 73 
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O N the night of 14 May 1986, Rob Kon- 
ing, a well-known “heavy” in the 
netherworld of Dutch crime, was found in 
the Amstel River, Amsterdam, dying of 
multiple gunshot wounds. Before dying in 
the hospital that same night, he tipped off 
Dutch police about a big drug shipment 
coming into Holland sometime in the near 
future. The assassination-style killing of 
Mr. Koning did not surprise Dutch narcotics 
officers because they knew him to be a 
major soft and hard drugs dealer in Holland 
and abroad. The tip he reportedly gave 
them, however, later made them think twice 
about who his assassin(s) may have been, 
for soon enough they would bag the largest 
shipment of pure heroin ever captured in 
Western Europe. 

On the morning of 28 May 1986, Dutch 
customs and harbor police searched the 4,627- 
ton Soviet container-ship Captain Tomson in 
Rotterdam harbor. Hidden in several sealed 
crates of Afghan raisins packed in two sepa¬ 
rate containers, they found 220 kilograms of 
near pure Afghan heroin with an estimated 
street value of over 20 million dollars (40 
million Dutch guilders), the single largest 
catch in Europe, ever. 

According to Rotterdam police spokes¬ 
man Mr. Hougee, from their investigation 
Dutch police (the newspapers were already 
involved, especially the daily De Telegraaf) 
were quickly able to draw several conclu¬ 
sions: 

1. The heroin almost certainly originated 
in Soviet-occupied Afghanistan. 

2. No products or cargo are exported out 
of Soviet-controlled areas without explicit 
Soviet inspection and authorization. 

3. Rotterdam port authorities knew of no 
importation of Afghan raisins before this 
one, production of which (raisins) has been 
virtually nil in Afghanistan since autumn of 
1979. " 

4. The two containers with heroin hid¬ 
den among the raisins were transported by 
truck and train from Afghanistan to Riga on 
the Soviet Baltic coast. Leningrad usually 
serves as the embarkation point for Afghan 
products going to Western Europe. 

5. Transport costs, according to the 


manifest, were significantly higher than a 
regular cargo of raisins would have been — 
a strange way of running a business if a 
profit is to be made ... on raisins. 

According to both the Soviet Embassy in 
The Hague and the Trans World Marine 
Agency, which charters and runs Soviet car¬ 
goes into Rotterdam, they knew nothing of 
the carefully hidden narcotics. Strangely 
enough, when a Dutch journalist inquired at 
the Trans World Marine Agency office in 
Rotterdam, their spokesman, Mr. J. The. 
van Zonneveld, threatened her with all na¬ 
ture of libel and other lawsuits before she 
could even ask a question. Two Dutch 
members of Parliament started asking ques¬ 
tions and demanded an official explanation 
from the Soviets as it became more and 
more apparent that there had to have been 
Soviet governmental complicity throughout 
this affair. Not surprisingly, the Soviets said 
nothing and gave only very grudging coop¬ 
eration to the investigating Dutch police and 
customs authorities, despite official re¬ 
quests. 

A Dutch security service (BVD) source 
informed me that they had already been on 
the case and had an eye on Trans World 
Marine Agency, which is a branch of the 
Soviet Ministry of Maritime Affairs and 
reputedly is detailed with many missions for 
the Soviet military intelligence agency 
(GRU). Indeed, with the help of Lloyd’s 
Shipping Register I learned that the Captain 
Tomson had made some interesting travels 
and that the Trans World Marine Agency 
has booked some particularly interesting 
freight. 

According to Lloyd’s Register of Ship¬ 
ping, from 1984 until the heroin find in 
1986 the Captain Tomson had sailed from 
Riga in the Soviet Union to Esbjerg, Den¬ 
mark, then on to London, Rotterdam and 
Antwerp before returning to Riga. At times 
the route varied, but this was the usual 
course. Interestingly enough, after contact¬ 
ing Danish police I found that twice after the 
Captain Tomson had been in Esbjerg, a 
week or so later there was a marked increase 
of available heroin on the Copenhagen and 
Odense drug markets. Esbjerg, by the way, 


ABOVE: Trans World Marine Agency 
building, with their offices on the second 
floor, at Ruyterstraat 9 on North Island, 
right in the middle of Rotterdam harbor. 
The Soviet container-ship Captain Tomson 
and other Soviet freighters routing via 
Dutch ports are controlled through this 
office. 


PURSUING LOW-LIFES 
IN LOW COUNTRIES 

Of Dutch birth, Frank van der Waal 
has participated in Royal Dutch Marine 
Corps counterterrorist training activities 
and has been an undercover counterter¬ 
rorist operative for various offices in the 
Netherlands and Belgium. Frank is cur¬ 
rently associated with a Washington, 
DC-based counterterrorist think tank. 



POPPIES TO 


Operation Kabul — Soviets 
Sponsor Drug Trade 

Text & Photo by Frank van der Waal 
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is not a common place for a ship the size of 
the Tomson to visit, as it is a fishing harbor, 
not a large general-commerce port. 

London, not too surprisingly, also had 
sudden infusions of heroin on the street 
some days after Tomson dockings, accord¬ 
ing to a London Metropolitan Police officer 
interviewed by telephone. He noted that 
Britain was trying to keep a closer eye on the 
Tomson and other such Soviet vessels and 
that the narcotics branch was trying to estab¬ 
lish working ties with their Soviet counter¬ 
parts. Whether or not this attempted liaison 
was successful he politely declined to state. 

In June 1986 a Dutch reporter learned that 
the Tomson had a sister ship doing the same 
sort of work: It was named the Sverdlev and 
sailed out of Odessa on the Soviet Black Sea 
through the Bosporus to Beirut, Lebanon, 
and at times would also route through Cy¬ 
prus. Little could be learned about this ves¬ 
sel except for some speculation that it was 
used by the Soviet KGB to infiltrate agents 
and pick up information at Cyprus, Lebanon 
and Turkey. Also, it was stated by a Mossad 
(Israeli equivalent of the CIA) source in 
Amsterdam that this ship had carried 
weapons on behalf of or to the PLO (Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organization). 

Two interesting things happened to these 
two ships after the drug intercept in Rotter¬ 
dam: The Tomson sailed on a new route and 
the Sverdlev ceased, as far as could be 
checked, its sailing activities. Lloyd’s Ship¬ 
ping Intelligence had nothing on the Sverd¬ 
lev after July 1986 and the Tomson' s route 
(surprise of surprises) now suddenly cov¬ 
ered the Sverdlev' s old area, at least in part! 
(See the accompanying map.) The new 
route of the Tomson then became Riga, 
Latvia; London, England; Genoa, Italy; 
Larnaca/Limassol, Cyprus; Antalya, 
Turkey; and Beirut, Lebanon (or Tripoli if 
Beirut’s port is under fire). 

All in all, a picture has emerged of the 
Tomson and its sister ship functioning as 
jack-of-al 1-trades vessels for the Soviet 
GRU and KGB. As a defecting KGB officer 
named Stanislav Levchenko remarked to 
me some years ago, “The West remains 
naive, especially where economic opportu¬ 
nities are at stake.” In view of the rather 

Continued on page 74 


Interchanging routes of Captain Tomson 
and Sverdlev. Dot-dash line tracks route of 
Captain Tomson until 28 May 1986 
narcotics bust in Rotterdam. Dotted line 
shows route of Sverdlev from 1984 through 


1986. 
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SOF NARCOTICS EXCLUSIVE 


TOE LEBANESE 


Bekaa Valley Drugs Fuel 
Endless Conflict 

by Collin Knox 


T HE Bekaa Valley, a fertile crevasse 
five to 10 miles wide and 75 miles long, 
lies between Syria and the war-torn 
Lebanese heartland. Since the dawn of his¬ 
tory, wars have been fought for control of 
this region, one of the most productive 
farming areas in the Middle East. Today, it 
is a state with no government. The legal 
authority of Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel exacts no obedience here. 

Thus, the Bekaa is an anarchic state with 
too many rulers. The Lebanese civil war has 
turned it into an enormous sanctuary for all 
the madmen of the Middle East. There is not 
a single faction, secret society, terrorist 
group or political movement in the region, 
and possibly beyond, that does not have a 
foothold in the Bekaa. Abu Nidal, the noto¬ 
rious Palestinian terrorist, holds court in Bar 
Elias; Islamic Jihad, which claims to have 
kidnapped several Westerners in Lebanon, 
operates from a base in Nabi Chit. Syrian 
spies have headquarters in Shtaura and 
Khomeini's Revolutionary Guards occupy 
military barracks overlooking the terrorist 
stronghold of Ba’albeck. 

The mightiest of these rulers, however, is 
neither military nor political force. It is the 
drug trade, the industry that is helping to 
underwrite world terrorism. 

The multibillion-dollar annual hashish 
trade, recently supplemented by opium and 
cocaine, has for years supported terrorists 
with ideologies ranging from communism 
to Islamic fundamentalism and has helped 
foment and feed the civil anarchy that has 
tom Lebanon apart. Lebanese drugs help 
pay for everything from hijacking-and- 
bombing spectaculars in Europe and the 
Middle East to a simmering revolt by Mos¬ 
lem insurgents in the Philippines. Intelli¬ 
gence agencies say Syria is deeply involved 
in the heroin/cocaine/hashish trade at the 
highest levels through the activities of 
Rifaat Assad, the Paris-based brother of 
Syrian President Hafez Assad. 

Narco dollars have become so important 
to Damascus that there is growing evidence 
that Iran is seeking an increased share. Over 
Syrian objections, the 5,000-strong pro- 
Iranian Hezbollah Shi’ite militia — at the 
direction of the Tehran government — has 


established its own smuggling routes from 
the Syrian-controlled Bekaa into Europe 
and the Americas. In nearby Cyprus, intelli¬ 
gence sources say Iran is using drug profits 
not only to export the Islamic revolution and 
finance pro-Iranian terror but to help defray 
the crippling cost of the war with Iraq. 

Iranian-backed Moslem extremists con¬ 
trol the south Bekaa where, for generations, 
the inhabitants have been emigrating to 
South and Central America (where they are 
mistakenly known as Los Turkos, the 
Turks) and often run shops or export 
businesses. Some of them, aligned with the 
Colombian Medellin cartel, have switched 
to a very profitable export: Bekaa dealers 
pay high prices for coca base, which they 
can transform into high-grade cocaine, re¬ 
fined in little kitchens completely immune 


NARCO-TERROR 

CHRONICLER 

From January to September 1987, 
American journalist Collin Knox criss¬ 
crossed the lawless Bekaa Valley 
documenting the drug trade. 

Knox watched militants from Hezbol¬ 
lah (Party of God), the pro-Iranian Shia 
group suspected of holding American, 
French and British hostages (including 
Terry Anderson and Terry Waite), pa¬ 
rade the streets of Ba’albeck in June, 
while their newly planted opium crop 
bloomed in nearby fields. 

He obtained supporting documenta¬ 
tion for this article from Western law 
enforcement agents operating in the 
Middle East, including the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency, British Customs 
Service and West Germany’s federal 
criminal police, Bundeskriminalamt. 

Knox is a seasoned writer and author 
with a number of national awards to his 
credit. He has been honored by the Soci¬ 
ety of Professional Journalists Sigma 
Delta Chi and is the recipient of the 
National Headliner Award from the 
Atlantic City Press Club. He resides in 
Lamaca, Cyprus. 


from Western law enforcement and intelli¬ 
gence agencies. According to the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA), Leba¬ 
non’s Latin American cousins are now 
attempting to grow coca plants in the moun¬ 
tains above the Bekaa, near the village of 
Tannorine. 

“From the ruling elite down to the fella - 
hin [Arab peasants], it’s drug money all the 
way,” commented a Cyprus-based drug in¬ 
vestigation official who wished to remain 
anonymous. “You can’t have power in the 
anarchy of Lebanon if you’re not involved 
in drugs.... After the French connection 
bust, French chemists set up heroin labs in 
the Bekaa and began showing native farm¬ 
ers the art of cultivating commercial-grade 
poppies. Currently there are over 290,000 
acres of poppies growing on Shi’ite Moslem 
land there.” 

In the drugs-for-arms world no faction is 
innocent. It is no longer a secret that the 
bloody war which tore apart the Christian 
side in the late 1970s, killing hundreds with¬ 
in the Chamoun, Franjieh and Gemayel 
clans, was partly motivated, if not initiated, 
by a desperate move to control drug traffick¬ 
ing. Unlike the fundamentalist Moslem and 
Palestinian factions who have outside back¬ 
ing, the rival Christian camps lacked arms, 
and drugs were used for currency. Drug 
intelligence agents say the recent helicopter 
bomb that killed Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rashid Karami was a result of Karami’s 
support of the Syrian army in the Bekaa, a 
move that threatened to choke off the 
Christians’ drug supply routes. 

“In some East Bloc capitals, such as 
Sofia, you can barter heroin for military 
equipment,” stated a former intelligence 
officer for the Christian Lebanese Forces. 
This officer left in 1986 after another bloody 
coup in the Christian camp. Before fleeing 
to Paris, he personally took part in similar 
deals with U.S. and Israeli arms dealers. By 
1985, Lebanese traffickers had reached the 
point where they could re-export weapons 
themselves. 

“We’ve been seeing people in Beirut 
from Nicaragua. They needed guns, had no 
money, but offered coke,” the officer ex¬ 
plained, adding that the deal had not been 
done directly by the Lebanese Forces. 
“Even desperate contras fighting the gov¬ 
ernment in Managua came all the way to 
Lebanon to trade cocaine for arms. Leftist 
guerrillas from Colombia, El Salvador and 
the Philippines have been doing the same 
type of deal with the Druze for some time,” 
the same source continued. “Deals have 
even taken place in Moscow.” 

Traveling in Lebanon’s narcotics valley 
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CONNECTION 



ABOVE: Bedouin woman harvesting 
marijuana plants at Ba’albeck in Lebanon’s 
fertile Bekaa Valley. Plants will be bagged 
and later refined into hashish in small 
laboratories in valley. Photo: Wide World 


RIGHT: Mature opium pods, carefully 
incised to cause the plant to produce raw 
opium. Sticky brown exudate is removed 
early in the morning before the sun dries it. 
Ba’albeek, Lebanon, June 1987. Photo: 
Collin Knox 
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is no picnic. Journalists must hide behind 
beard, chador or local warlord to avoid trou¬ 
ble from militant Moslem extremists and 
gangsters looking for foreigners to kidnap in 
hopes of trading them to such political 
groups for $500,000. Despite the risks and 
the frequent Israeli air strikes, the Bekaa is 
the most peaceful area in Lebanon, where 
Druze, Sunni, Shia, Christian and Palestin¬ 
ian groups live together without bloodshed 
in their common agricultural endeavors. 
Business is business, and no war will 
change that. 

Last fall the marijuana harvest was in full 
swing. Peasants in Mercedes waved to each 
other, driving through fields of tall mari¬ 
juana plants gently swaying in the hot desert 
wind. In a carefree mood, harvesters sliced 
the plants with their sickles. Some had come 
from as far away as Pakistan or Afghanistan 
to work here for a couple of months. 
Lebanese landowners, such as the Habchi 
family near Deir A1 Ahmar, paid a sufficient 
wage for them to live through the rest of the 
year. Others came from Palestinian camps 
in Beirut. Syrian soldiers, relaxing on top of 
their half-buried Soviet tanks, gazed sleepi¬ 
ly at them, anticipating their nightly joint. 

The 1987 crop was the best since World 
War II. It takes two months for the plants to 
dry before they are beaten in cloth-walled 
concrete huts by young girls stripped to the 
waist. The fme green powder clings to the 
coarse, dampened material and is then sifted 
30 times before being pressed into bricks. 
Several tons are turned into hashish oil, 
which is 10 times more profitable than solid 
hashish. But it stinks terribly, and thus is 
difficult to conceal and transport. 

Two months earlier the same fields had 
been full of gaily blooming white and crim¬ 
son flowers. Farmers discovered five years 
ago that the fertile Bekaa was suitable for 
high-yield, opium-producing poppy plants. 
As soon as the petals start to fall in midsum¬ 
mer, the seed pods are incised one by one 
with triple-bladed knives. The following 
morning, at dawn so it doesn’t dry, the raw 
opium is wiped off the bulbs. The resin is 
cooked in labs in Becharre, Zgharta, Zale 
and Beirut and turned into high-grade hero¬ 
in soon to be consumed on the streets of 
Paris, Amsterdam and New York. 

Opium and its derivatives, morphine and 
heroin, are not new to Lebanon. After 
World War II, Lucky Luciano secured a 
quasi-monopoly on Lebanon’s heroin, then 
made from Turkish, Iranian and Afghan 
opium. In the early 1970s, after the Amer¬ 
ican-orchestrated crackdown on the French 
.connection in Marseilles, many chemists 
fled to the remote Bekaa, where they quick¬ 
ly made contact with local drug lords. When 
the civil war broke out in 1975, the union 
between warlord and drug runner became 
closer than ever. 

Lebanon has a lot to offer such criminal 
enterprises. It is a physically divided, half- 
ruined country where everyone needs 
money and where the writ of the local police 
extends no more than a few miles from 
Beirut. No DEA agent has set foot in Leba¬ 


non since 1984.' ‘The only way we can cope 
is to use informants ... to try to learn what 
is going on on the inside,” one DEA agent 
based in Cyprus explained. “But there — 
it’s wide open. They’re home. Networks 
from Turkey and Sicily transferred their 
activities to Lebanon. Their efforts have 
been so successful that the U.S. State De¬ 
partment estimates drug revenues account 
for 50 percent of the Lebanese economy. 
Now we are seeing the Colombians doing 
the same thing.” 

This doesn’t mean, of course, that the 
drug merchants actually have to be in Leba¬ 
non. They come to Cyprus, barely 100 
miles off the Lebanese coast, and stay in 
fancy hotels with good communications. 
“All you have is two legitimate executives 
talking business in a hotel room and you 
can’t do anything about it,” the DEA agent 
said. After the deal is made, dealer family 
members rendezvous in a pair of opulent but 
unfurnished villas on the road from Ba’al- 
beck to Zale. There two young men, 
Kalashnikov rifles bumping against their 
hips, pop down a flight of stairs and 
embrace their visitors warmly before show¬ 
ing them the warehouse. Behind bales of 
cannabis drying in the dust is a rusty gaso¬ 
line can full of opium waiting to be refined. 
Around it are buckets, filters, pumps, tubes 
and bottles of German-made acetic acid. 
Everything is filthy. Near the lavatories, 20 
sealed plastic bags are piled high, each con¬ 
taining one kilo of heroin. This will make 
more than 200 kilos on the street when it is 
cut with lactose, talc or even strychnine. 
The eventual street price of this little stash 
should run around $20 million. 

Cyprus is on the front line in the intema- 
tional war against narco-terror. United 
States Ambassador Richard Boehm told a 
group of law-enforcement officials in Nico¬ 
sia last spring, “Cyprus is being used as a 
contact point by foreigners for brokering 
their illicit transactions, and the waters sur¬ 
rounding Cyprus are increasingly a scene of 
their smuggling activities from east to 
west.” A large international intelligence 
and infiltration operation is being run from 
Cyprus. “Cyprus is the big ear,” a Euro¬ 
pean drug agent commented. “And it is 
tuned in to the narco-terrorist threat from the 
Middle East.” 

Manning the front line is the Cyprus 
police force narcotics squad, which is re¬ 
ceiving assistance from Western agencies 
including the DEA, British Customs Police, 
West German federal criminal police 
(BKA, Bundeskriminalamt ), and agents 
from Norway, Sweden and Denmark. The 
U.S, government took relatively little in¬ 
terest in the Middle East until members of 
the Colombian cartel began appearing in 
Cyprus to meet with known Lebanese drug 
dealers. 

One member of the cartel with direct 
Lebanese connections and who has made 
several trips to Cyprus is Pierre Abu Nader. 
Nader, according to Interpol (Internationa] 
Criminal Police Organization) records, was 
traveling under the name Muce Sagy on a 
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LEFT: Bedouins near Ba’albeck hauling 
fresh-cut marijuana plants to “stuffer” who 
loads an average of 1,000 bags per day. 
Photo: Wide World 


ABOVE: Lebanon. Dlegal dope ports are 
established at Halate, Tarbarja and 
Aquamarina. 

BELOW LEFT: Ba’albeck. In background 
is Sheikh Abdullah barracks — a former 
Lebanese army facility — now a Hezbollah 
(Party of God) stronghold. Intelligence 
officials claim that six or seven hostages are 
imprisoned here. Photo: Barbara Newman 


BELOW: Full bag of harvested marijuana 
plants being carried to pickup area for 
delivery to hashish refining labs elsewhere 
in the Bekaa Valley. Photo: Wide World 
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Brazilian passport. Another Colombian, a 
member of the Pablo Escabar family, was 
videotaped by Cypriot police last summer as 
he met with a member of the Keyrouz fami¬ 
ly, a Lebanese clan with a long history of 
international drug trafficking, according to 
DEA files. 

A Bolivian, Carlos Isalas Orihuela, was 
arrested at the Lamaca, Cyprus, airport in 
August attempting to smuggle six pounds of 
coca base. Orihuela was scheduled to meet 
the contact who was to take the drug on the 
“Suny Boat,” a ferry bound for Lebanon. 

The Colombians are also importing a 
favorite by-product — violence. In Limas¬ 
sol, a modem coastal town south of Nicosia, 
Cyprus, shortly after midnight one night last 
June, an explosion ripped through the home 

Fields of mature cannabis ready for harvest, 
Taraya, Lebanon, August 1987. Photo: 

Collin Knox 


OVERVIEW OF 
THE OVERLORDS: 
OPERATIONS, 
AFFILIATIONS, 
ACCOMPLICES 

Excerpts from classified US. Drvg 
Enforcement Agency (DEA) debrief, 
Spring 1987. 

There are many families involved in 
the narcotics trade of the Bekaa Valley 
region. At Ba’albeck: Hamye, Tlias, 
Dandache, Husseini, Sleiman, Yaghi, 
Masri, Moussaoui, Hamade. At Deir A1 
Ahmar: Rahme, Tok, Geagea, Keyrouz, 
Habchi. In the Akar region: Baarini, El 
Mraabi, Taghit, Fukari, El Houssan, 
Dein Dashli, El Keir, El Ali. In the Be¬ 
kaa South (Hasbayia): Daood, El Meis, 
Zehr Adin, Aaoun; Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) grows cannabis for 
hashish and opium near Hasbayia. 

Processing labs are located at Ba’al¬ 
beck, Britel, Eiaat, Deir A1 Ahmar, plus 
two labs in east Beirut. 

Operatives trafficking drugs from the 
region are known to operate in the fol¬ 
lowing markets: Europe (West Ger¬ 
many, Sweden, France, Britain, East 
Germany, Greece, Italy), North Africa 
and the Middle East (Egypt, Sudan, 
Libya, Turkey, Syria, Cyprus. Malta, 
Morocco) , Latin America (Brazil, Co¬ 
lombia, Peru, Bolivia, Venezuela, Hon¬ 
duras), North America (United States, 
Canada, Cuba). 

Shipments depart by sea from Sida, 
Beirut, Tripoli and the Juniyah area (Ha- 
late, Aquamarina). One port has been 
constructed expressly for narcotics ex¬ 
ports at Abde, north of Tripoli, and is 


Mount Lebanon road from Bekaa Valley to 
drug ports in Christian enclave. Photo: 
Collin Knox 


controlled by Lebanese and Syrian fac¬ 
tions. The Baarini family also operates a 
port at Munie, near Tripoli. 

Airports are established at Yate (east 
of Baiba); a popular smuggling craft is 
the French-made Mystere 20. Same air¬ 
port is used by Syrian army for helicop¬ 
ters. 

Trafficking from Bekaa to Tripoli is 
done with assistance of Syrian army. 
The producer-trafficker sends a number 
of trucks and makes connections with 
militia; payoffs are made at roadblocks 
and to key high personnel. Goods leave 
Tripoli on small boats (fishing or ship¬ 
ping) going to Egypt or Cyprus. When 
they reach Cyprus, they are transferred 
to large container-ships in transit. From 
there they go to Europe and America. 


From the Bekaa Valley, traffickers 
also utilize convoys through Syria to 
Turkey when drugs are destined for Bul¬ 
garia. Morphine base is brought from 
Iran to Lebanon, where morphine is pro¬ 
cessed and exported to Sofia, Bulgaria. 
Turkish nationals are operating labs in 
the Bekaa Valley for processing heroin 
and morphine. 

Ten percent of the total fanning re¬ 
gion is being planted with cannabis for 
hashish and opium. Farmers net 25 per¬ 
cent, Syrian officials net 25 percent, 
militias in control net 50 percent. 

Quote from Hezbollah: ‘ ‘We are mak¬ 
ing these drugs for the Devil; the Devil is 
America, Jews, et al. We cannot kill 
them with guns so we will kill them with 
drugs....” 
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of narcotics police Sergeant Dinos Sofro- 
niou. Sergeant Sofroniou had received a 
number of warnings that his life would be in 
danger if he continued his anti-drug cam¬ 
paign. Luckily, he was not at home when 
the bomb went off, but his two young chil¬ 
dren were slightly injured by the blast. This 
incident shocked the tranquil, law-abiding 
Cypriot community. Cyprus police suspect 
that Colombian-backed Lebanese terrorists 
were behind the attack. 

The ring of narcotics traffic has spread 
like a fungus from Colombia to Turkey and 
covers a good half of Europe, but the center 
is Lebanon. When the DEA, Interpol and 
Swiss police stormed a lab in Fribourg, 
Switzerland, in December 1985 they 
arrested a Marseilles chemist of internation¬ 
al fame, Francois Scapula. He told author¬ 
ities how he had set up an international 
network of drug distribution with Lebanese 
traffickers and how political movements 
have been involved in the business. 

French police uncovered a network in¬ 
volving Marseilles gangsters, Moslem 
radicals and figures in international terror¬ 
ism. They found that an Irish couple, whom 
they claim act for the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA), have connections with 
Lebanese traffickers. Also involved are 
Corsican terrorists from the Corsican 
National Liberation Front, leaders of the 
Italian Red Brigade, Palestinians and Islam¬ 
ic fundamentalists. The terrorists who car¬ 
ried out an unprecedented bombing cam¬ 
paign in Paris in 1986 could, the Ministry of 
the Interior believes, be financed by drug 
funds generated within France itself. 

Intelligence agents recently learned that 
Islamic Jihad, the radical Iranian-backed 
terrorists who hijacked TWA flight 847 in 
June 1985, financed their operation with a 
$6.5-million drug deal. One of the hijack¬ 
ers, Fwaz Younnes, a former bodygu ard for 
Shi’ite leader Nabi Berri, stepped aboard a 
yacht anchored off the Lebanese coast last 
September. He was in the midst of a drug 
deal when U.S. agents appeared from below 
and wrestled Younnes to the deck, breaking 
both of his wrists in the process. He woke up 
hours later aboard a U.S. warship bound for 
the United States, where he will stand trial 
for air piracy and kidnapping. 

But never tell a Shi’ite farmer from the 
Bekaa he is a criminal! “What dg you ex¬ 
pect us to do?’ ’ one farmer exclaimed. ‘ ‘Be¬ 
fore, we were growing wheat and vegeta¬ 
bles ... but they blockade the roads ... 
and the inflation. You can’t make a living 
growing wheat and potatoes.” 

Opium and marijuana, on the other hand, 
grow well anywhere in the Bekaa and are 
easily converted into foreign currency. The 
war has turned the once solid Lebanese 
pound (LL) into worthless paper. Trading at 
five LLs to the dollar in 1984, it has fallen to 
almost 500 LLs to the dollar today. 

International law enforcement files are 
full of known Lebanese drug families. 
Shi’ite Moslem clans dominate cultivation, 
including the Masri, Hamade, Husseini and 
Sleiman families. Christian families run the 




processing labs and handle the trafficking 
end of the business. The most notorious are 
the Habchis, who operate their network 
from Deir A1 Ahmar, a village on the west¬ 
ern rim of the Bekaa. Another clan that pops 
up in police files is the Geagea family from 
Becharre. Shamir Geagea is the commander 
of the Lebanese Forces, which rule Chris¬ 
tian east Beirut. 

Even Lebanon’s president, Amin 
Gemayel, is said to benefit. Gemayel’s 
cousin was recently sentenced to 25 years in 
prison for attempting to smuggle hashish oil 
into Port Everglades, Florida. Other 
Lebanese government officials reported to 
benefit from drug trade include a deputy 
member of Parliament and the Minister of 
Information. 

Every night, convoy lights zigzag across 
Mount Lebanon into the Christian enclave. 
Drug prices double before the products 
reach the coast. As the trucks wind along the 
mountain road, payoffs are made at every 
checkpoint. The first town is Becharre, then 
the road splits. To the right it goes toward 
Tripoli and Zgharta, where Western drug 
agents claim to have identified one of the 
biggest heroin labs in Lebanon. Zgharta is 
also the stronghold of former President 
Suleiman Franjieh, a flamboyant warlord 
friendly to the Syrians. Franjieh’s son was 
aboard that ill-fated helicopter when a 
pressure bomb exploded, killing Prime 
Minister Karami. Franjieh escaped with 
minor injuries. 

To the left, the road becomes the coastal 
Continued on page 84 

RIGHT: Bedouins harvesting marijuana in 
Ba’albeck. Photo: Wide World 

BELOW: Heroin seizure, Larnaca port, 
Cyprus, March 1987. Hiding contraband in 
a shoe welt is technique developed during 
World War II by the U.S. Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS), which 
manufactured special shoes for this purpose. 
Photo: CPF 
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T HE time was mid-December 1980. The 
place was Ondangwa air base, South- 
West Africa, one of the fire-force bases 
used by the South African Defence Force 
(SADF). Our unit, 44 Para Brigade, Path¬ 
finder Company, had finally received 
orders for its first military operation in 
South-West Africa. Since our unit’s arrival 
during the first week of December, our anti- 
terrorist operations had consisted of patrolling 
the main highway between the Ovamboland 
border and Ondangwa air base. 

Our unit was made up of a group of para- 
qualified, selected soldiers. Almost every¬ 
one in our group had fought previously in 
Rhodesia and had been members of one or 
more of the following: Rhodesian Light In¬ 
fantry (RLI), Special Air Service (SAS) and 
Selous Scouts. These were the top units 
within the Rhodesian security forces, so 
most of us had worked together in one fire- 
fight or another. 

After the end of hostilities in Rhodesia— 
the British “sellout” — the defense forces 
in South Africa recruited all the combat 
soldiers who wanted to serve in the SADF. 
For the foreign soldiers serving with the 
Rhodesians it was another war with the 
same enemy they had fought in Rhodesia — 
communist-backed terrorists, called 
“terrs” for short. 

After completing the South African para¬ 
chute course and a grueling S AS-type selec¬ 
tion course, the soldiers of 44 Para Pathfind¬ 
er Company were ready to become part of 
the forces in the operational area on the 
South-West Africa/Angola border. A small 
group of soldiers from 44 Para volunteered 
for the task in South-West Africa Tribal 
Trust Land of Ovamboland. 

The plan was actually a very simple one: 
drive up and down the only main road at the 
same time every day and establish a pattern 
to attract the attention of any local terrs. 
Anybody who has studied military tactics 
knows that a pattern of movement greatly 
increases the probability of ambush. Our 
plan was to be so obvious that the terrorists 
couldn’t help but attack our convoy. 

Our convoy consisted of one jeep, which 
looked like any other ordinary jeep, being 
escorted by two Buffels (troop carriers). 
What the terrorists did not know was that the 
plain-looking, apparently defenseless vehi¬ 
cle was, in fact, a heavily armored gun jeep. 
It was completely enclosed in bulletproof 
armor and was armed with two FN MAG 58 
machine guns, a device to fire eight shotgun 
barrels to our immediate front and a device 
that would propel up to six fragmentation 
grenades in a 360-degree arc of hot steel 
around the jeep. 

The terrorists would sometimes just step- 
out onto the main highway and stop and rob 
the occupants of any vehicle, either civilian 
or military. Just before our arrival, a group 
of South-West Africa People’s Organiza¬ 
tion (SWAPO) terrs had ambushed an 
ambulance and shot up two doctors, then 
faded back into the scrub brush of the area 
after a brief fire fight. Luckily, the doctors 
were only slightly wounded. 


SOF SOUTH AFRICA 


DEADLY 

DECEPTION 


Q-Car Ambush in Ovamboland 

Text & Photos by Ken Gaudet 


AMBUSH AUTHOR 

American Ken Gaudet fought in Viet¬ 
nam with the U.S. Army’s 173rd Air¬ 
borne Brigade and then went to 
Rhodesia, where he joined the Rhode¬ 
sian Light Infantry. After hostilities end¬ 
ed in Rhodesia, he was recruited by the 
South African Defence Force and be¬ 
came a Pathfinder with the South Afri¬ 
can 44 Para Brigade. Among his many 
articles for SOF are “SADF’s Pathfind¬ 
ers,” May ’86 and “Angolan Fire- 
fight,” September 



Author checking one of two 7.62x51mm FN 
MAG 58s on Q-Car. Also visible are 
bullet-resistant steel plates to help protect 
gunner. On front wall of vehicle are 
controls for grenade and shotgun barrels 
which provide 360-degree firepower. 


The very first task for me and my fellow 
Paras was to become well-oriented with the 
armored jeep, called a Q-Car. From the 
outside, the jeep looked innocent enough 
and completely unarmed. Enclosed in bul¬ 
let-resistant armor, the jeep’s tires were 
filled with a special liquid that would keep 
them inflated in case of bullet puncture. 
Under the spare tire cover located on the 
front hood was an ingenious device (de¬ 
veloped in Rhodesia) that, when activated, 
would completely surround the jeep with a 
ring of grenade shrapnel. 



Inside the wheel hub of the spare tire was 
an armor plate on which six steel tubes were 
welded at a slight angle to propel hand gre¬ 
nades away from the vehicle. A small pre¬ 
measured charge was placed under each 
steel tube in which standard-size hand gre¬ 
nades were set. The pins of the grenades 
were pulled and the steel tubes were just 
large enough for the grenades to be placed 
inside and still hold the lever down. After all 
six grenades were in place, a simple paper 
cover was taped over the tire and the whole 
affair looked like a normal spare tire. The 
driver and passenger were protected by steel 
plates that would move into place as soon as 
an ambush was detected or suspected. I had 
my doubts as to whether the driver would be 
able to react quickly enough to move the 
protective plates into place, but the com¬ 
mand sergeant major of this whole project 
assured me the whole system had worked 
well in Rhodesia. 

The crew inside the vehicle consisted of 
two machine gunners and two assistants. In 
front were a driver and escort, standard 
practice in all military vehicles in the 
SADF. The guns were on a spring pedestal 
that would immediately move to a position 
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ABOVE: Five members of 44 Parachute 
Brigade, Pathfinder Company, in 
South-West Africa. Trooper second from 
right is Canadian, the other four are 
American. All five fought in Rhodesia and 
four were members of Support Commando, 
Rhodesian Light Infantry. 


above the protective enclosure on a prear¬ 
ranged signal or when an ambush occurred 
and could be fired by the gunners. The 
machine guns, Belgian 7.62x51mm FN MAG 
58s, were linked up to boxes containing 3,000 
rounds of ammunition. The initial firepower 
was awesome and devastating, to say the least. 

The original plan was to take a small 
convoy over the Christmas holidays and 
travel the road between 1800 hours and dark 
(around 2000 hours). Hopefully after a 
week or so the terrs would set up an ambush 
and our forces could draw them out into a 
good punch-up. 

After two days of only the Q-Car travel¬ 
ing the road, we added two escort vehicles 
which contained 12 to 16 Paras armed with 
R4 Galil rifles and one FN MAG 58 and 
rocket-propelled grenade (RPG-7) launcher 
per vehicle. Also, word was passed around 
throughout the local villages that the vehicle 
contained Christmas packages for some of 
the local townspeople. We continued to pa¬ 
trol every night at the same time and route. 
Finally the inevitable happened, 

I was driving the second escort Buffel 
approximately 25 meters behind the Q-Car. 
As we began to enter the kraal that was right 
along the road, I saw a single green tracer. I 
immediately began to slow the vehicle when 
all of a sudden I was temporarily blinded by 



ABOVE: Some of original members of 
Q-Car unit. Three are armed with 
folding-stock R4s (South African copy of the 
Israeli Galil). Trooper on far right is armed 
with a 7.62x51mm R1 (FN FAL). 


a bright ring of fire in front of me. There was 
a loud explosion and all around our vehicle 
could be heard the ping and whine of pass¬ 


ABOVE: Q-Car with top cover open and 
one FN MAG 58 in firing position. Canvas 
covers bullet-resistant armor. 


ing shrapnel. The Q-Car had set off the 
grenades and opened up on the enemy posi¬ 
tion. Even with the noise and confusion it 
was clearly determined where the terrorist 
fire was coming from, and the Q-Car was 
raking the enemy position with devastating 
machine-gun fire. 

From my position in the escort vehicle I 
could see movement on the sides of the 
road. The terrs were trying to move into 
position out of the line of fire from the 
Q-Car and toss grenades into the armored 
jeep. This is where the escort vehicle came 
into play. 

From our position on the road, our load of 
Paras were firing at all the likely targets of 

Continued on page 73 
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SOF SOVIET MILITARY 


HAMMERED, 


SICKLED & 
HUNG OVER 

Brake Fluid Daiquiris and 
Other Delights: an Insider’s 
Guide to Good Times 
in the Soviet Army 


A LCOHOLISM is a major problem 
throughout Soviet society, and the 
army is no exception. Each year, tens of 
thousands of Soviets die from alcohol 
poisoning, mainly from drinking home¬ 
brewed vodka. It is thus not surprising that 
the Soviet army suffers from a deep and 
extensive drinking problem. 

Perhaps the high-water mark of Soviet 
military drunkenness took place in 
Czechoslovakia in 1986 when the crew of a 
T-72 main battle tank traded their vehicle to 
an innkeeper for a crate of vodka and a few 
bottles of pickles. As the tankers drank 
themselves into the realm of vegetable mat¬ 
ter, the local Czech scrap merchants fell 
upon the tank with gusto. By the time Soviet 
military authorities tracked down the tank, 
all they found were tread marks leading to a 
pile of metal shavings, with the semi- 
comatose crew nearby. The Soviet army 
was, likely, not amused. While it was not 
reported what happened to the erstwhile 
tankers, they will probably have many years 
in a Siberian gulag to ponder the Russian 
version of “just say no.” 

A major reason for alcoholism in their 
military is that, while the Soviet army is a 
massive, powerful force, the life of its indi¬ 
vidual soldiers suffers because resources are 
devoted to maintaining this power at the 
expense of the men who make it up. Soviet 
conscripts, for instance, are paid only 3.80 
rubles (about six dollars) monthly and are 
usually confined to base, leaving only in 
organized parties under proper supervision. 
Service in the army is so uncomfortable that 
re-enlistment rates are estimated at one to 
two percent. Few of those who cannot attain 
the more privileged status of commissioned 
or warrant officer stay in the army once their 
two years of conscript service expire. 

Therefore alcohol, like anywhere else, 
serves as a means of making a miserable 
existence more livable. The Soviet army 
takes great pains to keep drink out of the 
hands of draftees. None is sold on post and 
the low pay of draftees prevents them from 
buying it freely off post. It is also the favor¬ 
ite target of surprise inspections. While 
Soviet officers have a reputation for hard 
drinking, more than occasional intoxication 
can imperil a career; many officers have 
ended up being discharged as a result of 
alcoholism. According to one Soviet officer 
who defected, the heaviest drinkers are “lif¬ 
ers, NCOs too dumb to become warrant 
officers,” as they have money and access to 
the stuff. 

Despite these stringent official measures 
to curb hard drinking, the Soviet soldier 


makes great efforts to obtain alcohol either 
by trading equipment for it on the black 
market or by moonshining. A former Soviet 
reserve officer reports that “people drink 
anything they can lay their hands on. They 
drink methylated spirits and all kinds of 
other stuff — medical stuff. They loot and 
rob wine and liquor stores.” 

Interviews with former Soviet soldiers 
who served at various times from World 
War II to the 1970s reveal a wide range of 
alcohol-related problems. These interviews 
were conducted in the United States with 
Soviet nationals who had defected or other¬ 
wise emigrated from the Soviet Union. One 
former Soviet lieutenant reported, “Every¬ 
body drinks all the time. Absolutely every¬ 
body — all the officers and all the soldiers. 
All the time. Always someone is drunk. 
People get drunk and go on duty. In this 
respect you should take into consideration 
that the regiment I served in was relatively 
educated and intelligent. Other units have 
even worse problems, but we also had this 
problem.” 

Moonshining is a popular Soviet military 
pastime, with stills being made from truck 
radiators. In some remote units, rocket fuel 
is strained through black bread. Other, less 
toxic material is also used in home brewing. 
“Very often when they are in the armed 
forces they get parcels from home contain¬ 
ing canned preserves. Instead of preserves, 
the cans are filled with vodka or moon¬ 
shine,” a former Soviet lieutenant said. 

“We had soldiers who worked with 
cars,” a sergeant who served in the Soviet 
Strategic Missile Forces told a U.S. inter¬ 
viewer. “A soldier would serve as a chauf- 


by David C. Isby 

Illustration by Ralph Butler 


SOVIET BAR GUIDE 

Soviet military analyst and Washing¬ 
ton, DC-based lawyer David C Isby is 
well-known to Soldier of Fortune Maga¬ 
zine readers for his articles on the war in 
Afghanistan (see SOF, April *81, Au¬ 
gust *83, March *84, February *85, 
October *87 and April *88). He is the 
author of the widely acclaimed Russia *s 
War in Afghanistan, Jane's Weapons 
and Tactics of the Soviet Army, Armies 
of NATO's Central Front and over 100 
articles in numerous military and foreign 
affairs journals. 


feur and drive the commander of the unit to 
town. Naturally, soldiers asked him to bring 
them a couple of bottles of vodka, and he 
would do it. He would hide a couple of 
bottles and bring them to the unit. Before 
holidays it was an epidemic thing. The 
greatest holiday is New Year’s, and nobody 
would be punished because everybody in 
the unit was drunk, beginning with the sol¬ 
diers and ending with the officers.” 

This sergeant reported that drinking was 
heaviest on holidays, but it was by no means 
limited to them. He also claimed that 
“generally speaking, alcoholism-related 
cases happened every week. 

“When they can’t get vodka or wine, the 
alcohol used for deicing fluid in aircraft is a 
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particular favorite because it is especially 
pure. Soviet soldiers also drink eau de co¬ 
logne,” the sergeant continued. He was 
also sent several times to Kazakhstan in 
Central Asia for training launches. There he 
encountered the same problem. “In 
Kazakhstan, it is very difficult to buy alco¬ 
hol because you can travel 50 or 100 kilo¬ 
meters and not find a single store. That is 
why soldiers used to buy cologne and drink 
it for two days after the supply arrived [at 
the base PX]. They mix it with water — it 
has a nice flavor and it’s not dangerous.” 

“They made vodka out of brake fluid, ’ ’ a 
former private in an artillery regiment told a 
U.S. interviewer. “In hydraulic brakes 


Truck radiators are used to distill 
everything from brake fluid to rocket fuel; 
that is, when straight stuff like antifreeze, 
deicing fluid and methyl alcohol isn’t 
readily available. 

there is a special alcohol-based liquid and 
they extracted vodka from it. There was a 
case, not in our regiment, but somewhere in 
Kharkov, and there was an army-wide order 
because of this case, when 26 people died 
drinking antifreeze.” 

A soldier who had served in a com¬ 
munications unit reported that during his 
two years of service, there were 20 to 30 
servicemen hospitalized because of alcohol¬ 


ism. He also said the problem of alcohol 
abuse was even more serious among offi¬ 
cers than among the conscripts. “Officers 
drink more than conscripts,” he stated. 
“They have the freedom, they have all the 
opportunities, and then they have the 
money.” 

In recent years drug use has apparently 
also been increasing. “Our soldiers ... 
managed to get didazol, which is a somnifa¬ 
cient [sleep-producing] drug, and took 
several of the pills in order to get high,” a 
sergeant who served at the Semipalatinsk 
missile test center around 1970 said. 

Continued on page 81 


ALCOHOL AND 
THE U.S. ARMY 

The U.S. Army went dry early, losing 
its whiskey ration in 1838. But drink has 
influenced much of American military 
history. 

George Washington, like any other 
colonial gentleman, had his own still. 
The events in Boston leading up to the 
start of the American Revolution had 
new light cast on them when historians 
looked at the local consumption of rum 
(which was a more potent brew than that 
bottled today) and the fact that much 
Boston water was undrinkable due to 
sewage. 


It turns out that much of the original 
spirit of American patriotism was indeed 
imported in barrels. But 1838 by no 
means meant the end of U.S. Army 
drinking. The Civil War brought early 
bottled soft drinks, sold by regimental 
sutlers who were required to stay “dry,” 
and the Union Army’s plentiful govern¬ 
ment-issue whole-bean coffee was one 
of the Confederates’ favorite bodty 
items. But Army service then, as in the 
20th century, brought soldiers in contact 
with comrades whose families had paid 
no Whiskey Tax since 1792 and could 
pass on the dark secrets. 

Drink, however, remained a problem 


in the post-Civil War Army. Even 
though it was never issued, the off-post 
bars that remain a fixture of American 
garrison towns sprung up wherever the 
old Army went, and state and national 
Prohibition never proved an effective 
barrier to soldiers who, in those days, 
had to look to Soviet-style solutions to 
their perceived shortage. 

The U.S. Army only really started to 
take alcohol abuse seriously in the 1970s 
and 1980s as the drug problem was 
brought under control. The casualties to 
drink in peacetime are difficult to ascer¬ 
tain, but are certainly extensive. 
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F LYING into southern Laos in the late 
afternoon of 8 February 1970, I was 
awakened by the frantic voice of my assis¬ 
tant team leader John Ingles saying, ‘ ‘We’re 
going in. The SOBs didn’t wake us up.” 

The SOBs were the crew of the Sikorsky 
CH-53 flying us into our LZ. At that mo¬ 
ment, I looked out the starboard door of the 
helicopter as we flew over two startled Lao¬ 
tian farmers, a woman and two water buffa¬ 
loes. The big bird hopped over a hedgerow 
and landed in an adjacent field while Ingles 
and I frantically woke up the team. 


by Isaac Staats 
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I was madder than hell. It was bad enough 
that they didn’t alert us about being near the 
target area. That faux pas was compounded 
by flying so close to indigenous farmers and 
then depositing us in the middle of a field 
that was far from our primary LZ and the 
bridge that was the objective of our mission. 

Prowling Air Force pilots were always 
knocking out bridges in Laos. But by early 
1970, the brass had become aware of new 
underwater bridges the NVA (North Viet¬ 
namese Army) were building along the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail in Laos. From the air it 
appeared as though the trails were inter¬ 
rupted by water, in some places several feet 


deep, yet it was apparent that the trucks 
heading south were crossing the streams 
with ease. A closer review of aerial photo¬ 
graphs revealed that the inventive NVA had 
devised an underwater bridge which could 
support heavy trucking and which was not 
readily observed from the air, enhancing the 
bridge’s chances of survival. 

One bridge in particular, about 35 kilo¬ 
meters southwest of the A Shau Valley in 
southern Laos, attracted the interest of the 
brass. Intelligence reports said the bridge 
was an engineering marvel, so the boys in 
Saigon wanted to know more about it, 
ASAP. Spike Team (ST) Idaho based in 
CCN (Command and Control North) was 
selected to run the mission. 
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There were problems from the start. Bad 
weather in Da Nang kept the team grounded 
at the launch site. There were also two ma¬ 
jor problems in the AO (area of operations): 
This north/south branch of the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail complex was heavily traveled and, 
secondly, the vegetation on most of the sur¬ 
rounding hills and in the valley the trail ran 
through was generally sparse, with only 
scattered areas of thicker growth, which 
precluded jungle cover for recon teams. 

The brass decided to get around the bad 
weather by flying ST Idaho to Thailand. We 
made the flight in a “blackbird,” a camou¬ 
flaged C-123 with no insignia or obvious 
markers on it. When we landed in Thailand a 
blue Air Force van, complete with curtains 
and blacked-out windows, backed up to the 
plane and drove us to the 46th Special Forces 
Group compound in Nakhon Phanom. 


Lockheed AC-130H Spectre gunship is still 
considered to be one of the best guerrilla 
fighters in the sky. In Vietnam, its armory 
comprised a 105mm howitzer, a 40mm 
cannon, two 20mm cannons and two 
7.62mm Miniguns, with optional grenade 
dispenser, bombs, rockets and missiles. 
Photo: U.S. Air Force 


To get around the thin vegetation prob¬ 
lem, we planned to move at night and during 
early morning hours. We requested an in¬ 
sertion at first light the next morning. After 
a quick briefing, the CO (commanding offi¬ 
cer) confirmed there would be an early 
morning launch using CH-53s to fly east 
into Laos. 

The next day, 8 February 1970, we were 
scheduled to launch at 0700 hours. It wasn’t 
until 1350 hours that we finally got under¬ 
way. After two hours of flight time we 
touched down at a CIA-operated camp atop 
a high mountain for refueling. By now we 


were all groggy. The doorgunner didn’t 
know how much longer the flight would be, 
so we lay down again. 

We didn’t wake up until we were almost 
on the ground. We jumped out of the chop¬ 
per with our packs draped over one arm, our 
web gear on the other and our CAR-15s 
dangling from our necks. The entire team 
was in various states of disarray as the CH- 
53 showered us with dirt, dust and debris 
when it powered off the LZ. We ran north to 
the nearest hedgerow on a gently rolling 
slope. We were several klicks south of our 
target in the southern end of a valley that had 
enormous mountains on the east and west 
sides. Intelligence reports said that as many 
as 100 trucks moved through it nightly. We 
were east of the main trail. We knew it was 
only a matter of time before hundreds of 
NVA troops and trackers would be pouring 
down that road looking for us. 

After crossing the hedgerow, I split the 
team in half. Ingles went east and 1 went 
west until we ran into another hedgerow 
where we moved north, continuing down 
the hill. I advised each tailgunner to cover 
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Mountains. At noontime, we found an area 
overrun with thousands of wild orchids in 
full, spectacular bloom. Back home, each 
plant was worth $5 to $50. The orchids gave 
us a false sense of euphoria. With the excep¬ 
tion of Sau, everyone acted like a tourist, 
picking the orchids, sticking them in their 
hair, teeth, ears or jungle-fatigue bottom 
holes, or all of the above. 

After a commo check with Covey, we 
moved out, continuing down the gentle 
slope and staying on or near the ridgeline. 
We were still sore from yesterday’s brutal 
climb. Yet we were still over three klicks 
away from the bridge. 

We then came to a large open area more 
than 400 yards long. The sides of the moun¬ 
tain were too steep to walk on. Sau didn’t 
want to cross it until after dark. After that 
open expanse, the hill took a steep drop into 
heavy jungle, which would give us good 
cover for the remaining daylight hours and 
would provide a good RON site. 

Against Sau’s wishes, we crossed the N 
open area. I told Ingles and Chau to move 
down the mountain and see how it looked. 
Chau was 16. He had been on the team 
nearly two years, ever since we rebuilt after 
the previous ST Idaho had disappeared at a 
Prairie Fire target in May 1968. Chau’s 
sensitive ears heard the NVA moving up the 
mountain. He warned Ingles. They stopped 
moving because the enemy was within 20 
feet of them. Ingles broke squelch on his 
URC-10 emergency radio several times, 
alerting me to his danger. I was back on top 
of the bare ridgeline, about 50 yards from 
him. I called a Prairie Fire Emergency, 
which alerted all aircraft in the area and 
would bring them to our location. Sau 
moved silently down the hill to assist Chau 
and Ingles. 

In 10 minutes I made contact with an 
OV-10 Bronco which relayed my Prairie 
Fire Emergency report and turned toward 
our location. While I was talking to the 
pilot, Chau, Sau and Ingles sprang their 
impromptu ambush on the startled NVA- 
Pathet Lao troops. When the enemy point- 
man was less than three feet away, Chau 


all tracks and occasionally blanket their 
steps with black pepper to thwart NVA 
tracking dogs. 

We took no breaks. Darkness was closing 
in fast. With the team back together, we 
continued west into another small valley. 
We crossed a rocky stream and began 
climbing the first steep western ridge. Be¬ 
cause the area was wide open and the 
vegetation was short, thin grass, the team 
went on line as everyone covered their 
tracks and laid down more pepper. 

We moved straight up the hill, staying in 
the grass for more than 150 yards. We had to 
get as far away from the LZ as possible. As 
we headed up the hill, we moved between 
two large fingers of dense jungle growth 
which jutted down into the grassy area like 
the bottom tip of a large dark-green funnel. 
By now, we were all out of breath. The 
climb was tough and it was almost dark. We 
could hear noises in the large valley north of 
us and we had not yet set up our RON (Rest 
Over Night) location. The noises made us 
forget our dry throats, heaving lungs and 
aching knees and backs. 

Sau, my Vietnamese team leader, moved 
south to the dark finger of jungle on our left 
and found a massive thicket of vines, thorns 
and undergrowth which had a double 
canopy of jungle growing on a steep hill. 
The hill had at least a 40-degree incline to it. 
“VC [Viet Cong] no find us here,” he said. 

One by one, we burrowed deeply into the 
massive thicket. We tied ourselves to trees 
and scrub to prevent rolling down the steep 
hill. At 2200 hours we heard trucks on the 
main road. r When they got to the field area 
they stopped moving south. Soon we heard 
dogs heading for the east side of the main 
road. By 0100 hours we heard troops mov¬ 
ing up the slope toward our position. 

The NVA soldiers were walking through 
the grass we had traveled through hours 
earlier. They were on both sides of the mas¬ 
sive thicket we had burrowed into. One 
soldier walked up to the thicket but returned 
to his comrades without realizing that six 
CAR-15s were pointed in his direction. 

At first light, we moved straight up the 
mountain. Sau' had climbed a tree and 


observed NVA or Pathet Lao troops along 
the main trail. We couldn’t break cover. 

For the rest of the day, we climbed that 
side of the steep mountain. Because of the 
vegetation and the terrain, we had to go 
straight up, sometimes climbing solid rock. 
Several times the hills were so steep that we 
had to tie together the six-foot strands of 
rope we used for our Swiss seats to make a 
long rope to scale the sheer vertical rock 
surfaces. It meant we had to take off our 
web gear and rucksacks, hoisting each piece 
up one at a time. 

By noon we were dead tired. Moving in 
the jungle, especially for large gangling 
Americans, was usually difficult. Climbing 
straight up mountains in full combat gear 
without ropes and climbing equipment was 
downright exhausting. We took a long 
break at noon before attacking the mountain 
again. By last light, we had reached the top. 
With the exception of Sau, each team mem¬ 
ber fell asleep. 

When morning broke, we awoke to a 
beautiful sunrise and found that we were 
atop a gorgeous Laotian mountain range. 
Scenic and bucolic wonders abounded. 
Back in the “real world” people would 
have paid hundreds of dollars to enjoy the 
view that lay before us. 

Only when we heard the radio call were 
we jarred back into reality. Yes, we were on 
a beautiful mountaintop, but HQ wanted to 
know why we had only moved about 400 
yards on the map — which just proved that 
no one in Saigon or Da Nang could read a 
map. 

I gave Covey, our airborne radio link 
flying overhead, a quick mirror fix on our 
location.and told him that we were going to 
head north along the ridgeline, explaining 
that we had to abandon the original concept 
of staying in the valley due to intense enemy 
activity. The ridgeline had enough vegeta¬ 
tion to cover our movement. The next few 
hours were the most spectacular ones I ever 
spent in the Prairie Fire AO. 

While moving north along the ridgeline, 
we began gradually descending, often 
crossing beautiful new vistas that sparked 
fond memories of skiing in the Rockies and 
hiking — without a gun — along the Pres¬ 
idential Range in New Hampshire’s White 


U.S. Air Force crewmen check one of 40mm 
cannons inside their AC-130H gunship. 
Photo: DoD 


Venerable Al-E Skyraider. Capable of 
sustaining itself in flight at very slow 
speeds, the Skyraider was ideal for use as 
ground support aircraft in Vietnam. Photo: 
DoD 
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blew him back to eternity with a full- 
automatic burst from his CAR-15. Chau, 
Sau and Ingles hit them so hard and fast that 
the NVA-Pathet Lao couldn’t fire a return 
shot in initial contact. Ingles threw a hand 
grenade down the hill to make sure no one 
was close. Meanwhile, Son, Tuan and I 
received some inaccurate sniper fire from 
the south which Tuan quickly suppressed 
with the accurate delivery of three rounds 
from his 40mm M79 grenade launcher. 

Within minutes the Bronco had arrived. 

* The pilot said he observed more enemy 
activity north of us along the hill Ingles and 
Sau were on. He made a run firing his rock¬ 
ets into their position. Then he said, “I’ve 
got two bits of bad news for you: ’Nam is 
socked in. No helicopter assets can launch 
from there to extract your team, which 
means Thailand assets, which means at least 
three hours before the birds arrive here. And 
south of your location there are approx¬ 
imately a dozen troops about 800 yards from 
your location moving north toward you. I 
think you’d better sit tight until we get some 
assets here.” 

By 1430 hours, Covey was over us and 
affirmed the sit-tight suggestion. He agreed 
that the east and west sides of the mountain 
were too steep to climb straight down and 
confirmed that the NVA were coming at us 
from the south and north. For the next half 
hour, the NVA-Pathet Lao troops tried to 
find us. I directed several A-IE Skyraider 
gun runs south of our position. Our team 
fired their CAR-15s only when an NVA 
soldier was near them. Sau went back down 
the north side of the hill and rigged a booby- 
trapped claymore with a pressure-release 
firing device. 

At 1600 hours a 12.7mm heavy machine- 
gun position in the valley east of our posi¬ 
tion opened up for the first time on the 
A-lEs. I was sitting on the east side of the 
mountain looking down into the valley 
floor. Sau, Chau and Ingles secured the 
northern slope while Son and Tuan were on 


the western side of the mountain. The A-IE 
pilot was pissed. He wanted to nail that 
12.7mm, ASAP. I told him to follow my 
tracers as I fired several 5.56mm rounds 
toward a clump of trees in the valley, which 
was several thousand feet away. He saw my 
tracers and said, “Thanks, partner.” 

I then watched the most beautiful napalm 
dive I’d ever seen. The pilot came out of the 
sky straight down, with his engine scream¬ 
ing at top RPM level. I thought I was watch¬ 
ing a World War II movie. At the absolute 
last second he pulled out of the dive, releas¬ 
ing his napalm canister. It was a perfect 
strike. He generated one secondary explo¬ 
sion which was probably the gunner’s 
ammo cache. The 12.7mm never whispered 
another sound. 

From my position, looking south I could 
also see all the way back up the mountain 
slope we had walked down earlier, a gradual 
open area of approximately 400 yards. For 
the next three hours I directed air strikes 
around our position and in the valley. 

At 1930 hours we heard the CH-53s com¬ 
ing our way. The NVA pushed up the hill 
from the north and hit Sau’s claymore. 
Another 12.7mm opened up in the valley 
and I saw an NVA soldier climb into a tree 
about 300 yards away with an RPG (rocket- 
propelled grenade) launcher. He was look¬ 
ing for ST Idaho. For more than a minute I 
held him in my CAR-15 gunsight. When 
someone handed him the rocket, I pulled the 
trigger once — he dropped out of the tree. 
Seconds later, one of the CH-53 pilots com¬ 
mented on the ground fire he was taking, 
then announced, “I think we have some 
mechanical problems — we’re going 
home.” They were less than two klicks out 
when they disappeared into the west with 
the fading sun. Our morale sank as they 
vanished into the sunset. These pilots were 
not the famed Jolly Green pilots from Da 
Nang who flew through hell fire and storms 
to pull out CCN teams and downed pilots. 
After cursing out the westward pilots, I told 
the team to take a nap. It was going to be a 
long night. Ingles and Sau maintained a 
watch while we slept. 


Vietnamese grenadier from SOG spike team 
deep inside Laos. Photo: Ron Zeiss 


Around 1930 hours Ingles awoke me 
saying, “Wake up. You’re not going to 
believe this!” as he pointed south, up the 
mountainside we had walked down earlier. 
From about 75 yards south of our perimeter, 
up the mountain as far as we could see, there 
were dozens of lanterns with several sol¬ 
diers marching between each light. Ditto 
north of us. The NVA were coming up that 
hill en masse. Ditto in the valley east of us, 
where more than a dozen trucks were un¬ 
loading hundreds of troops. Ditto across the 
valley, up on the plateau, where there were 
several hundred lights. And in a smaller 
valley west of us, more lights. More NVA. 

All of a sudden I felt real lonely. And I 
started praying. 

My prayer was answered. A few minutes 
later, the first Spectre C-130 arrived on 
target. It had a computerized gun system 
comprised of a 105mm howitzer, a 40mm 
cannon, two 20mm cannons and four 
7.62mm Miniguns, which could be linked 
with my strobe light. Once linked, the gun¬ 
ner could lock his four Miniguns, each ca¬ 
pable of firing 6,000 rounds per minute, and 
two 20mm cannons on to targets five feet 
from the strobe light. On this night, howev¬ 
er, we had a unique problem. The pilot 
circling over us complained that he couldn’t 
pick out my strobe light because there were 
so many lights surrounding us. 

* ‘No problem, ’ ’ I said. “I’ll just turn off 
my light. You get the rest. Hit the ridgeline 
west of the valley first. Give me one minute 
to put my team on the side of the moun¬ 
tain.” I moved the team back to where the 
ridgeline dipped down the mountain, where 
Ingles, Sau and Chau had ambushed the 
NVA earlier. 

The Spectre put on an amazing display 
of firepower. And once again we silently 
lifted praise for being on the side that had 
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could not be seen from earth except when it 
opened fire with its cannons. 

Occasionally, when the Spectre moved to 
other targets, we’d hear the NVA dragging 
away their dead comrades. During one lull 
between the third and fourth Spectre, Sau 
and Chau crawled out and placed two clay¬ 
mores south of our position. They crawled 
through thin grass which was about five feet 
tall. At 0045 hours, Sau said some NVA 
were in the grass about 60 yards south of us. 
A few minutes later he blew the claymores. 
Claymores always sounded more thunder¬ 
ous and deadly at night. After the dust set¬ 
tled, we again heard NVA troops dragging 
away dead bodies. They never spoke. We 
heard no cries of anguish. Their silent suf¬ 
fering was eerie. 

At 0130 hours Sau said he heard Charlies 
crawling toward us. I threw a grenade. The 
crawling stopped. We again heard dragging 
noises. Then Chau said he heard them. This 
time, Sau gave me a couple of rocks to 
throw. I heaved the first one and heard re¬ 
treating footsteps. I threw the second one. 
Sau said he heard them retreating. How 
many? We couldn’t tell. 

Finally, the next Spectre arrived. He 
locked in on our strobe light and quickly 
dumped a series of flares. Sau’s eyes were 
bigger than pizza tins. The NVA were with¬ 
in 15 yards of us! I asked the pilot how close 
he could bring the ordnance to my strobe 
light. 


Dead NVA soldier, victim of SOG (Studies 
and Observations Group) team’s foray into 
Laos. Photo: Ron Zeiss 


Uncle Sam’s Air Force, After ripping up 
scores of bodies on the ridgeline, the Spec¬ 
tre moved his deadly fire into the valley and 
snuffed out more lights and lives. Miracu¬ 
lously, ST Idaho was unscathed. 

Charlie got the message and doused his 
collective lights. 

The Spectre crew had expended all ord¬ 
nance and the pilot apologized for running 
out of ammo. Before he left, he asked me to 
turn on my strobe light to get a fix on our 
position. Tuan stuck his strobe light into the 
M79 grenade launcher barrel, pointed it up¬ 
ward to eliminate any lateral reflections, 
and marked our position. 

“I’ve got no problem locking in on your 
position now,” said the pilot. “You’re on 
the ridge. We can see heavy enemy activity 
south of your location. More trucks in the 
valley and on the mountains east of the 
valley. Don’t go anywhere,’’ he quipped. 

The next Spectre arrived seconds later. 
He quickly locked on to our strobe light and 
worked the southern slope real hard, march¬ 
ing his guns right up the southern trail to the 
top of the ridge and beyond our line of sight. 
Then he worked the valley and the eastern 
mountain ridge. A third Spectre arrived and 
again worked our southern perimeter. There 
was no light, no moon, no stars. The only 
sound was the roar of the C-130, which 


“As close as you want it,” he replied. 

“I want it five feet in front of my southern 
perimeter,” I said. 

“I can’t bring it any closer than 25 yards 
to your perimeter unless you are willing to 
accept the responsibility for any casualties 
we may accidentally inflict on your team,” 
the pilot said. 

I told him 1 accepted full responsibility 
for any casualties. “Bring it in as tight as 
you can to the light. I’m holding it now. 
Move south from my light. I’ll take my 
chances with you.” 

The gun crew opened fire. The fusillade 
cracked in over our heads. The earth in front 
of us erupted as the rounds ripped into the 
ground, kicking up stones and dirt and 
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knocking down NVA soldiers. The Spectre 
slowly marched his deadly 7.62mm and 
20mm rounds southward from our strobe 
light, moving up the ridge. The precision 
and accuracy of those ships flying 1,500 
feet above us was awesome, absolutely 
mind-boggling. He dropped more flares. 
This time there was no movement south of 
us. Chau said there were “beaucoup dead 
VC.” We expended the rest of the gun 
crew’s ordnance in the valley as we heard 
more trucks pulling in. 

Another Spectre circled us and laid down 
its deadly ring of fire, again bringing it to 
within five feet of our strobe light. Around 
0300 or 0400 hours, some early morning 
fog and haze moved in as Spectre moved 
out. And then the NVA moved at us again, 
from the south, with a vengeance. Spectre 
had killed a lot of their brave and dedicated 
comrades. But we held them back with the 
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troop calling roll in the distance. Few peo¬ 
ple answered him. We noticed for the first 
time that the five-foot-tall grass around us 
had been chopped down a couple of feet by 
the Spectre’s barrages of deadly gunfire. 

When the sun burned off the fog, we 
worked tactical air strikes with Phantom F-4 
jets and the old reliable but deadly A-IE 
Skyraiders. A couple of 12.7mm positions 
opened fire and hit one of the A-lEs. A 
Phantom blew one gun crew to hell with a 
500-pound bomb. The A-IE knocked out 
the second 12.7mm minutes after it opened 
fire. This time the CH-53s made it to our LZ 
without any “mechanical problems.” The 
extraction was calm, relatively speaking, as 
we only took small-arms fire from a couple 
dozen AKs on the southern ridge. 

Despite all the death and destruction from 
the night, no NVA bodies were in sight. The 
pilots later told us that several B-40 rockets 
missed our ship as we headed west to Thai¬ 
land. 

It felt peculiar heading west. It felt great 
being alive. And again we silently thanked 
the Lord for sparing ST Idaho and for bless¬ 
ing us with those awesome Spectres. ^ 
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Spike Team Idaho’s team leader, Isaac 
Staats (left), armed with M60 machine gun 
at CCN (Command and Control North) 
compound in Da Nang. Other team 
members are armed with (center) AK-47 
assault rifle and modified M79 grenade 
launcher hanging from web gear and (right) 
XM 177E2 assault rifle (forerunner of 
CAR-15) and XM 148 40mm grenade 
launcher (forerunner of M203). Photo: 

Ron Zeiss 


“ guess-whether-Tm-thro wing-a-grenade- 
or-not” tactic. We abstained from firing our 
weapons because the flashes would have 
marked our position too clearly for the 
RPG-7 gunners, who had fired several 
rounds during the night but hadn’t come 
close to our perimeter. We played that dead¬ 
ly game until sunrise. Once we broke a 
major thrust with a white phosphorus gre¬ 
nade. We couldn’t see them, but we could 
smell burning flesh. 

Around 0630 hours, we heard an NVA 






CORPORATE SPONSORS AND DONORS SOF THREE-GUN MATCH 1987 


SPONSOR TOTAL VALUE Cash & Prizes 

Heckler & Koch 

(1) HK91 Rifle; Benelli Ml Super 90 Shotgun.... $6,800 

Sigarms 

(1) P226 Pistol . ......$6,500 

Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 

(1) Ruger P-85 . .... $6,285 

Springfield Armory 

(1) Ml A Rifle............................... ... . $4,500 

Glock, Inc. 

(6) Pistols..... ... ..$3,200 

Taurus International Firearms. $3,000 

Blackjack Knives 

(12) Chris Reeve Knives — ..*.... .. .. $2,720 

Beretta USA 

(1) M92F; (1) M84; (1) AR70 . .... .$1,855 

Al Mar Knives 

(3) Etched Presentation Knives.....$1,795 

Armscorp of America, Inc. 

(1) M14 Rifle.. .... ...$1,600 

A.R.M.S . .$1,000 

LLB Enterprises 

(200) Bifold Wallets ... ... ..$1,000 

Base Operation School 

(1) Four-day Introduction to Guerrilla Ops Course; 

(1) Seven-Day Guerrilla Ops Course . ........... ... .....$935 

U.S. Products 

(336) Bottles "Gold Medallion".... . —..$930 

Action Arms Ltd. 

(1) Uzi Action Carbine; (1) Case .45 ACP Ammo.. .$900 

DeSantis Holster & Leather Goods 

(60) A-7 3x3 Ammo Pouches; (11) A-1 Double Mag Pouches.. . .$900 

Koppers Co., Inc. 

(225) Tubes of Koppers All-Weather Weapons Lube ... . .$900 

Ram-Line, Inc. 

(1) Remington 700 Stock; (1) Ruger 77 Stock; (1) Winchester M70 Stock; (5) 
17-round Magazines for Beretta, Taurus and Sig . .$840 

Dillon Precision Products 

(1) RL 550 Progressive Reloader; (1) RT 1200 Case Trimmer; 

(1) M600 Primer Pocket Swager; (1) Dillon Progressive Reloading 

Die Set; (1) Magnum FL 2000 Case Tumbler.$775 

Smith & Wesson 

(1) S&W M 745......$760 

Elbit/lnframetrics 

(2) Falcon Optical Sights.$600 

SOG Specialties 

(1) SOG Commemorative Knife.. — .. . .$500 

Bushnell Optical 

(1) 7x24 Bausch & Lomb Armored Waterproof Compact. ... . .$400 

Know Your Enemy 

(20) Target Ten Packs.......... . .$400 


Bianchi International 

(4) M-12 Systems.... .. .. .$390 

Gerber Legendary Blades 

(1) Mark II Presentation Knife .... ... .$350 

J.R. Stupero 

(1) Blowgun; (20) Posters.. ... .............. ....$315 

Assault Systems 

(2) RBB Range Bags.. ...____ .$280 

Bashaw Medical, Inc. 

(3) Tactical Vests ....... .$270 

Clark’s Custom Guns 

(1) Ruger .41 Magnum __________ .$260 

Eagfe Ltd. 

(7) Shooters Medals.. . .. ..$250 

Pro-Fit 

(1) Custom Load Bearing Vest.......... ... ..$250 

Quartermaster Sales 

(12) Military K-Bar Knives with Nylon Scabbards. .. .$250 

Safariland Ltd. 

(10) $25 Gift Certificates. .. .. ... .$250 

Aimpoint 

(1) Aimpoint 1000 Electric Sight; 

(1) Remington 870/1100 Shotgun Mount...... ..$200 

Clumas Products 

(1) 3 Mag Pouch; (1) 6 Tub Paint Ball Pouch; 

(1) MAC 10 SAS Holster; (1) MAC 11 SAS Holster.......$180 

Fiberpro, Inc. 

(1) Kevlar/Graphite Rifle Stock.$175 

Stackpole Books 

(7) Books.. ..$115 

Jonathan Arthur Ciener 

(1) Hohrein Mini-14 .22 LR Conversion Kit...$100 

Mere Dragons 

(2) English Sword Umbrellas..... .$100 

Galco International Ltd. 

(1) SSII Shoulder System.....$90 

Laser Products 

(1) 312T Beretta Sure-Fire ............$ 90 

Brigade Quartermasters 

(1) Set ASAT Gray Camouflage Uniform.$85 

Tiger Stripe Products, Inc. 

(1) Tiger Stripe Uniform...$85 

POW/MIA Two Concerned Americans 

(1) POW/MIA Flag; (1) POW/MIA T-Shirt; 

(1) POW/MIA Ball Cap; (1) POW/MIA Patch & Pin...$60 

Slings ’N Things, Inc. 

(3) Camo Snap Rifle Slings . ....... .$ 60 

Yurlka Foods 

(200) Pack Food; (10) Nutrition Bars , .....$60 

C.G. Barrett Enterprises 

(7) T-Shirts... ...$56 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

THREE-GUN INTERNATIONAL SHOOTING MATCH 
SEPTEMBER 14, 15, 16, 1988 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

Proudly displayed by shooters the world over, as a competitor in the 1988 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Three-Gun International Shooting Match, you too could be 
wearing this patch. 

Held in conjunction with the 1988 SOF Convention, the Three-Gun International 
Shooting Match is open to all persons legally able to possess firearms in the United 
States as well as foreign shooters of good character. The Three-Gun Match is 
patterned after military and police courses and is designed to test practical shooting 
skills with rifle, pistol and shotgun. Prizes total over $60,000 and include Top Law 
Enforcement Team and individual trophies. 

To be a part of the world’s premier Thre^-Gun Match and to receive further 
information, send a SASE to: 

Michael Horne 
408 E. Harding 
Bakersfield, CA;§(|308 





















































PHILIPPINE PATROL 

Continued from page 51 

ly engaged the trigger before deciding to 
run. If the mines had detonated, they would 
have blown away half of our platoon. 

In a low-intensity conflict like this, most 
of the military’s time is spent looking for an 
elusive enemy. Once contact is made, it 
should be exploited by destroying or at least 
bloodying the insurgents. My exhortations 
to quickly move forward fell on deaf ears. 
The platoon had decided to sit tight and 
cook their rice while the lieutenant tried to 
get permission to withdraw. 

About this time two buses came down the 
road from the direction of the communist 
positions. Prudently, the soldiers forced the 
passengers to lie on the ground while being 
questioned. One woman with a small child 
stupidly tried to run. To their credit, the 
troops didn’t overreact; they just stopped 
her and tried to calm her down. The civil¬ 
ians told us that there were about 80 NPA 
ahead but that they had fled when we sur¬ 
prised what turned out to be their three-man 
left security element. Because of our passiv¬ 
ity we missed the opportunity to roll up their 
unprotected flank—something that our pla¬ 
toon could easily have done. 

The news that 80 NPA were somewhere 
in front of us only spurred the platoon to 
double its efforts to obtain a withdrawal 


order from headquarters. The fact that one 
of the platoon’s two .30-caliber machine 
guns had malfunctioned was used as an ex¬ 
cuse not to advance. When the order to 
leave eventually came over the radio, the 
entire platoon burst out in applause. Even 
my most disdainful expression couldn’t 
shame them into at least trying to hide their 
burning desire to run away. 

The Philippine army is plagued by many 
problems spawned during the 20 years of 
martial law: poor training of the individual 
soldier, lack of leadership at the junior level 
and a hierarchy that is more interested in 
political intrigue than successful operations 
against the communists. There are, howev¬ 
er, a great many things to be optimistic 
about: Military abuses against civilians 
have largely ended; a multitude of anti¬ 
communist self-defense groups have spon¬ 
taneously risen throughout the country; and 
civil-military relations are good, as evi¬ 
denced by the information the locals volun¬ 
teered about NPA activities. In one area that 
I visited, the local community had voluntarily 
built a company compound for an army unit 
that they had requested for protection against 
NPA extortions — hardly the action of people 
desiring a communist government. 

Filipino commanders understand the 
weaknesses of their forces but, if this under¬ 
standing is not put into action, it is very possi¬ 
ble that the communists will impose their rule 
over yet another unwilling people. ^ 


DEADLY DECEPTION 

Continued from page 63 

opportunity and enemy muzzle flashes. The 
Para officer in my vehicle was directing one 
of his troopers to put some illumination 
flares overhead and gave the RPG gunner 
his target — the building the terrs were 
firing from. 

After two to three minutes of small-arms 
firing and a few RPG rounds, the enemy 
building was in flames and our Paras were 
getting out of the vehicle to move into a 
position to sweep over the contact area and 
look for any sign of terrorist activity. 

During the sweep of the contact area, four 
dead terrs were found in the building and 
numerous blood spoor (tracks/trails) were 
detected. We had captured three AK assault 
rifles and one RPD machine gun. Our sweep 
group had also found where the enemy had 
dug shell scrapes (prone firing positions), 
which convinced us that this was a planned 
ambush to take our convoy. The only 
casualties in our group were two slightly 
wounded Paras. 

So, with the captured weapons and body 
count our unit, 44 Para Brigade, Pathfinder 
Company, had been blooded in combat and 
had not only drawn first blood but had come 
out victorious. 

When the remainder of the Pathfinder 
Company arrived in the operational area 



■NAME 


HO GUTS, 

You supply the guts. We’ll supply the glory. 


I0RY 


You do the running. We’ll supply all the motivation you’ll need 
with these authentic running cadences of our finest Armed 
Forces. 


Play these stereo audio cassettes on your portable player 
running and you’ll go farther, faster, and easier. You’ll ENJOY 
getting back in fighting shape! 


SffSnEES 


Free catalog of other running cassettes, marching cadences, 
matching running shirts, military recordings! 


documentor recordings 16 

P.0. BOX 99788 SAN DIEGO CA 92109 


*560 Marching Cadences 
Green Berets 


•050 Gen MaeArthurs 
Farewell Address 


TIP PHfJtff UR 

PLEASE SEND FOLLOWING CASSETTES:__ 


Send coupon with check or money order. All cassettes $9.95. (Add $1.75 for 
shipping and handling of total order). 


■410 Bun to Cadence 
U S Marines 

*440 Hun to Cadence 
Army Infantry 

*460 Run to Cadence 
Green Berets 


*450 Hun to Cadence 
Marines Vol II 

•470 Hun to Cadence 
Airborne Rangers 

•700 Americas 
Bugle Calls 


*510 Marching Cadences 
US Marines 

•520 Marching Cadences 
Army Airborne 

*530 Marching Cadences 
Army Rangers 


•420 Hun to Cadence ,430 R un to Cadence 
Army Airborne Army Rangers 

*540 Marching Cadences ,805 Manne Soot Camp 
Army Infantry Pams i s i an d 

*930 VIETNAM With US ,806 Marine Boot Camp 
Fighting Man 1 San Diego 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED . 


MAY 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 73 























two weeks later, our advance party had long 
war stories to tell the new guys. The Q-Car 
idea lasted for about a month after our initial 
contact, with only one other ambush 
attempt. The road in Ovamboland was se¬ 
cured and the Pathfinders had more impor¬ 
tant tasks ahead of them in Angola. 

For the combat vets of 44 Para, we were 
back to the job we knew best — killing 
terrorists. * 


SOVIET DRUG TRADE 

Continued from page 53 

tame official Dutch action in the wake of the 
huge heroin intercept, it seems clear that the 
significance of the transport was down¬ 
played a little by the Dutch government so 
as not to lose too much Soviet business, 
especially maritime. Undoubtedly, howev¬ 
er, the fact remains that the Captain Tomson 
and other vessels like it roam Western Euro¬ 
pean shores and are particularly interested 
in cargoes to and from naval harbors. 

Cases in point are Den Helder, the Dutch 
navy’s main berth, and the Wilton- 
Feyenoord shipyard in Rotterdam, where a 
new class of submarines is currently being 
built for the Netherlands Royal Navy. Shore 
intelligence, signal intelligence (SIGINT) 
and human intelligence (HUMINT) activi¬ 
ties also come together here. Keeping in 
mind that cargoes such as the “Afghan 


raisins” are quite often shipped at prohibi¬ 
tively high costs by Soviet vessels, indica¬ 
tions are that such ships are indeed no more 
than a thinly veiled extension of Soviet in¬ 
telligence collection efforts. Doctor Joseph 
Luns, ex-secretary general of NATO, 
underlined the Soviet efforts recently by 
stating that, “Without a doubt, Russian in- 
tel efforts have increased sharply near West¬ 
ern ports in the last four years.” 

In a long interview with the Italian daily 
newspaper II Giornale Commandante , 
Ricardo Boccia, Italian head of the anti- 
Mafia unit of the Italian Carabinieri, 
stressed that Soviet and East Bloc involve¬ 
ment in drug smuggling to the mob had 
increased significantly in the last few years 
as a lucrative source of hard Western cur¬ 
rency for the Soviet Union. Reportedly, 
William Webster, then head of the FBI, met 
on 24 June 1986 with Mr. Boccia in Rome 
to discuss such problems, including the 
shipment of narcotics captured on board the 
Captain Tomson in Rotterdam. 

Ricardo Boccia further stated that 
Stephan Derdlev (possibly a pseudonym), a 
defector from the Bulgarian secret service, 
had seen copies of KGB memorandum M 
120/00-050 of 10 February 1971, which 
gives the guidelines of how to destabilize 
the West through massive infusions of hard 
drugs. He also noted that he had indications 
that there were plantations of opium and 
heroin for export in the Soviet republics of 
Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. 


Where then did the Captain Tomson' s 
heroin originate? According to Dutch police 
spokesman Mr. Hougee, as well as report¬ 
ers from UPI and the Dutch daily De Tele- 
graaf, most, if not all, of it came from 
Soviet-occupied Afghanistan. 

Many hippies of the late 1960s knew 
where to get some of the best hash, opium 
and heroin; Afghanistan. This source soon 
dried up in the aftermath of the 1979 Soviet 
invasion. Now, however, besides war-tom 
villages and a countryside littered with the 
remnant tools of war, opium poppies can be 
seen growing throughout the Afghan coun¬ 
tryside. As Niaz Machmad, an Afghan 
farmer in Nangarhar Province, put it: “The 
Russians bomb our fields when we grow 
[food] crops, but fields in which poppy is 
growing they leave alone. ” This Soviet tac¬ 
tic means that the farmers have to go to town 
to get food, making them dependent on the 
communist Afghan regime and also pre¬ 
venting them from giving the mujahideen 
food. According to Mr. Machmad, “We 
sow in the fall. After six months, in spring, 
we pluck the poppies and make them into 
heroin. Then we are forced to sell our heroin 
to the Afghan government or the Russians 
and they transport it farther. 

“If we grow wheat, hops or com, the 
Soviets bomb our fields. Now we have to buy 
our food in Jalalabad, the provincial capital. In 
our village we grow 14,000 kilograms of raw 
poppy, and from that we can make 2,000 
kilograms of pure heroin.” 
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In 1985, in the area near Soviet headquar¬ 
ters in east Afghanistan, there were, accord¬ 
ing to reliable Afghan sources, at least 35 
laboratories where heroin was being pro¬ 
duced from raw opium. The U.S. Drug En¬ 
forcement Agency (DEA) reports that some 
40 percent of world heroin production is 
from Afghanistan. According to officials in 
Pakistan, Afghan opium production is 
around 850 tons a year and used to be trans¬ 
ported as heroin destined for Western Euro¬ 
pean and American markets through Iran 
and Turkey. These heavily armed convoys 
leaving Herat for Iran were, however, re¬ 
peatedly ambushed by Iranian troops, so the 
present route, supposedly in use since 1985, 
goes directly from Herat (by camel) to the 
Soviet Union, from where it is driven by 
truck or brought by train and ship to Turkey 
for further distribution. Pakistan, too, re¬ 
ceived a fair amount of heroin directly from 
the Afghan border areas. 

A member of the Dutch central police 
information service, the CRI, informed me 
that Termez, a Soviet city on the Soviet 
Union/Afghanistan border, is believed to be 
the collection point for heroin produced in 
the occupied areas. According to Afghan 
sources, the areas where most of the poppies 
are grown are near Jalalabad, Koendoez and 
Feyzabad, the greatest production areas 
being in the northeastern part of Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

The 220 kilos of heroin found on board 
the Captain Tomson in Rotterdam were 


secretly destroyed sometime in July 1986 at 
the garbage disposal facility at Rijnmond, 
Netherlands, where it was brought in a large 
armored car transport by the Dutch national 
police. 

The conclusions drawn from Dutch in¬ 
vestigations were that Soviet government 
involvement was obvious but could only be 
proven by indirect means. As a result of this 
and other illegitimate activity by “commer¬ 
cial” Soviet shipping, a secret NATO mari¬ 
time convention was held at Schiphol air¬ 
port, Amsterdam, on 28 November 1987, 
where plans were made to trail and keep 
better track of such vessels. It must be 
stressed that official Soviet cooperation 
throughout the investigation of the record- 
breaking quantity of narcotics discovered 
on their ship was minimal — at most times 
unwilling or even impedimentary, especial¬ 
ly where it concerned the comings and 
goings of Soviet vessels. 

One last detail of interest remains: Three 
suspects in this case were arrested and in¬ 
terrogated for two days in Rotterdam at the 
end of May 1986. Upon orders of the mu¬ 
nicipal court of Rotterdam, all three were 
released on 2 June 1986 for supposed lack of 
evidence. Dutch police declined to say in 
which way these three men were connected 
to the case and whether those arrested were 
Soviet or of another nationality. Had they 
not been Soviet, that fact could have easily 
been acknowledged. 

Subsequent investigation into the execu¬ 


tion-style murder of Rob Koning also netted 
no result — but then, those who shot him 
and threw him in the Amstel River un¬ 
doubtedly did so to preclude ongoing inves¬ 
tigations from being fruitful. ^ 


AIRBORNE RECON 

Continued from page 35 

zas and a breakdown of the insurgents sup¬ 
ported by the neighboring communist coun¬ 
try of “Nicanor”), as well as various maps, 
target lists and specifics dealing with the 
Army air assets the scouts would be using 
during the FTX. 

In essence, just about everything a pla¬ 
toon leader would need to know to run his 
missions was made available. Part of Maj. 
Rivera’s evaluation of the platoon would be 
based on what the platoon leader did with all 
the information he’d been given, as it 
affected his platoon. 

I sat through 1st Lt. Bulatao’s warning 
order to his platoon administration and 
squad leaders. This information would get 
the platoon gearing up for the mission while 
the platoon leader worked out his full 
OPORD. As Maj. Rivera had told me ear¬ 
lier, this was one of SRSC’s pluses: The 
platoon and its leaders could practice troop- 
leading procedures — getting ready for a 
wartime mission — as they’d most likely do 
it if the balloon really went up. Solid, neces- 
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sary training, a good foundation for SRSC. 

It was “oh-dark-thirty” and finger- 
numbing cold the next morning when I 
linked up with the scouts. First mission? 
Rough Terrain Jump, for real, out of a UH- 
60 Blackhawk, would begin the FTX. I 
didn’t envy those scouts one bit: RTJ gear 
and helmet, full field ruck, gear and 
weapon, reserve chute — it was a back¬ 
breaking load, and the scouts tended to wad¬ 
dle around only long enough to get into their 
lift orders before collapsing on the ground. 

They were quiet, sitting there in the cold 
pre-dawn, waiting for the Blackhawk to ar¬ 
rive. Staff Sergeant Frazier had run them 
through jump drills the day before, but most 
still had the pre-jump nerves (something all 
paras experience before every jump). I’d 
found out the day before that a couple of the 
scouts were absolutely terrified of jumping, 
but everyone knew they’d go anyway. 
That’s just the way things work. 

WHUMP, WHUMP, WHUMP. The 
Blackhawk screamed overhead, pulled a 
tight circle, then set down. “First lift, get 
moving!” The first six scouts hauled them¬ 
selves over, then plunked down on the 
floor, three on each side of the bird. Frazier, 
the jumpmaster, made sure all was in order 
and we lifted off, ice-cold air blasting in 
through the open doors. I had butterflies, 
and I wasn’t even jumping. 

We wound up to jump height, no strain at 


all on the Blackhawk’s powerful twin tur¬ 
bos. Static lines hooked, equipment 
checked, all eyes on the jumpmaster. “Go! 
Go! Go!” Frazier supplementing voice with 
arm commands. All six free and clear, a 
good jump. 

I watched one more lift head out the door, 
then buzzed out to the DZ to check the 
results. They were fairly scattered, but I did 
catch two scouts coming into the trees. One 
jumper came through, finally hanging up 
about six or seven feet above the ground. 
The second was a tree-topper. Both went 
through their drills like they’d been doing it 
every day and within minutes had easily 
rappelled down to the ground. 

Once gear had been checked and 
accounted for, the scouts took off to secure 
areas for their STABO ops. A pair of Hueys 
this time, and I rode with SSgt. Ferrell on 
the first bird. We’d be kicking meal, ready- 
to-eat (MRE) rations out onto a rally point 
(RP) first, then ouf to pick up the scouts and 
STABO them back to the RP. 

It went off without a hitch, except at one 
point the second slick got a bit too close for 
comfort while we were hauling a pair of 
scouts below us, dangling off the 120-foot 
nylon rope. But the pilots were good and so 
was Ferrell. “Fifty feet, 40, 30, 20, 10 — 
nine feet, eight, seven...” he told the 
pilots over his headset while hanging out the 
Huey’s open door, counting the feet until 


the troops hanging below touched down to 
the ground. It looked like fun — but not 
when the temperature’s hovering around 30 
and you’re hanging in the breeze sucking up 
wind chill. 

I linked up with Spec.4 Stoic’s 3rd Squad 
the next morning when SRSC lane-walkers 
switched over. Attaching themselves to the 
various squads, SRSC staff evaluated their 
progress. These reports went to Captain 
Wayne Swan, SRSC’s training officer, and 
then to Maj. Rivera for review. 

There were some problems that morning. 
It was supposed to be a tactical exercise for 
the entire three days, yet a “get warm” 
admin base of sorts involving two of the 
squads had been authorized by the SRSC 
cadre from the night before. An inspection 
of weapons showed that a few were still 
literally frozen shut—and therefore inoper¬ 
able — from the small boat operation of last 
night. But these areas were quickly sorted 
out and, in fact, used as teaching points by 
the incoming SRSC cadre. The program 
carried on. Third Squad did its thing, got 
caught at it, but learned a lot. That’s why 
they were there. 

Because of other commitments, I wasn’t 
able to stick around for the conclusion of the 
FTX or the debriefing/after-action review, 
where the platoon had its opportunity to 
assess SRSC. But I was pretty clear in my 
own mind about the value of SRSC. Did it 
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make for better scouts? Undoubtedly. With¬ 
out the distraction of garrison routine and 
duties, they were able to concentrate solely 
on training critical to their jobs and self- 
preservation in combat. 

Was SRSC training valid? Course mate¬ 
rial was solid and scout-oriented; my only 
critical observation concerned the time 
allotted to certain subject areas: SRSC and 
its attendant scouts would be better off with 
at least five more training days tacked on to the 
schedule for such subjects as tracking/anti¬ 
tracking and concealed-movement exercises, 
areas in which combat scouts must excel if 
they’re going to live and carry out a mission. 

Finally, I asked myself the million-dollar 
question regarding SRSC: After finishing 
the course, could these scouts deploy over¬ 
seas and do their job? Probably — SRSC 
was there to provide a fine-tuning of skills 
that scouts must already have before attend¬ 
ing, to further instill that training so that it 
becomes instinctive, a second nature that 
will automatically take over when the bul¬ 
lets fly and there’s no time to do anything 
but react. 

And that takes time, effort and receptivity 
on everyone’s part. Scout Reconnaissance 
and Surveillance Course is there to teach, 
and they do a good job of that. The 1-505 
Scouts were there to learn, and I think they 
did. With that combination, you just can’t 
go wrong. ^ 


NIGHT FIGHT 

Continued from page 29 

slowing him down. I promised to try. 

At 1500 hours Ed and I, the two horse¬ 
men and a couple of teenaged guerrillas 
were moving again, hiking back into Af¬ 
ghanistan, down one of the valleys parallel¬ 
ing the Nazian directly toward the Soviet 
advance. The Morro mujahideen had 
radioed to another markaz down there and 
they had agreed to provide us with an escort 
to Landi Kotal. Nine of their men were 
headed that way, going home to the refugee 
camps in Pakistan to take care of their fami¬ 
lies, so they would travel with us. It didn’t 
sound like a veiy good plan to me, but it was 
the only plan we had. 

By dusk we were at the base of the valley 
where it met the plains. We met three 
ancient men herding sheep into the moun¬ 
tains. They warned us not to go farther, that 
the Soviets were just below, but we pushed 
on, trying to find our nine guerrilla escorts. 

Evening found us in a bombed-out village 
eating a dinner of roast goat and chicken 
with a village elder and two local mujahi¬ 
deen, even younger than our bodyguards 
from Morro — raw-boned peasant kids 
armed with World War I-vintage Lee En- 
fields. Meanwhile the two guerrillas from 
Morro chattered away on a walkie-talkie 


trying to find the nine guerrillas bound for 
Landi Kotal. The news over the walkie- 
talkie was grim: Russians everywhere, fire- 
fights, confusion. 

I was halfway through my second plate of 
goat and chicken when the mountaintops to 
the northwest began to disappear in great 
plumes of smoke: a Soviet artillery barrage. 
A few minutes later a group of villagers 
carried a dying mujahid past us. He had 
been shot minutes before, just down the 
valley in a skirmish. 

It was definitely time to saddle up, and 
we did. As darkness fell, Ed, the two loyal 
horsemen and I fled back up the valley and 
up a side gully that led, we were told, to the 
border and another markaz where we would 
find shelter. As we climbed we found 
ourselves surrounded by hundreds of 
Afghan civilians fleeing their homes before 
the advancing Soviets. Another nasty night 
in a nasty war, a war in which the Soviets 
have made civilians fair game, burned 
babies, thrown women out of helicopters, 
crushed old men under tanks. No wonder 
these poor people were afraid. 

We were just across the border, a few 
hundred feet below the markaz when sud¬ 
denly the refugees ahead of us turned and 
fled back down past us, back the way we 
had come. Panicked whispers: “Shuravi! 
Shuravi!” Somehow, the Soviets had got a 
Spetsnaz commando force up onto the 
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ridgeline and they had the markaz sur¬ 
rounded; the way down into the Tirah was 
cut off. 

We fled down the mountain and took 
another side trail around the curve of the 
mountain down into the Tirah. One of the 
horsemen grabbed my arm and drew me 
aside. “Don’t let anyone know you are a 
foreigner,” he said. “If the Tirah people 
find out who you are, they will kill you.” 
Marvelous. I felt like I was starring in a 
feature-length production of “Out of the 
Frying Pan and Into the Fire. ” On we went, 
stumbling in the darkness, not daring to 
shine a light. 

Gradually the crowds of refugees thinned 
out as families left the trail, moving off into 
the rocks and fields to camp. We kept on 
going, exhausted, moving like zombies. 

Forty-five minutes after we left the ridge¬ 
line, the skyline behind us erupted in lurid 
fire as the Soviets attacked the markaz with 
rockets and heavy artillery. Parachute flares 
drifted down, adding to the ugly glow, the 
light the Afghans call, with a mixture of 
irony and poetry, ‘‘the Russian moon. ’ ’ Af¬ 
ter 10 minutes or so the explosions and 
flashes petered out. It was dark again. 

We stopped at 0100 hours and rested by 
the trail, hidden under our blankets. Two 
hours later we heard the sound of footsteps 
and voices — it was the nine mujahideen 
who were supposed to meet us back in the 
bombed-out village. They had missed us in 
the confusion of the Soviet assault and had 


no idea whether we were alive or dead. 
They were very glad to see us. The feeling 
was definitely mutual. 

It took us until midday the next day to 
reach Landi Kotal, traveling without a 
break. By the time we got there, my blisters 
were so bad I could barely walk. Riding, 
alas, was out of the question. Our nine mu¬ 
jahideen escorts had roped dozens of RPG-7 
rounds on top of the already top-heavy 
loads, and it would have taken a circus 
stunt-rider to stay mounted. 

Just short of Landi Kotal, when I thought 
it was all over, fate played a last exceeding¬ 
ly dirty trick. The Pakistani police had set 
up a checkpost ahead, blocking the way into 
town. We had to finish our journey with a 
two-hour slog, in blinding heat, up an 
eroded butte and down a secret back-wadi 
into town. I was so thirsty when we reached 
the guerrilla safe house in Landi that I put 
down half a gallon of water, six tangerines 
and three Coca-Colas in less than 20 min¬ 
utes. When I peeled off my boots and socks, 
the mujahideen gathered around and 
gasped: They said that they had seen fine 
sets of blisters before, but that mine rivaled 
the best seen on the Khyber Pass in recent 
history. 

Three days later in Peshawar, we found 
out how the battle for the Morro area had 
gone. The Soviet commandos were driven 
off the ridgeline after heavy fighting. The 
main convoy lost several tanks to mines and 
RPG-7 fire. The mujahideen lost several 


men, including the jolly old one-legged 
commander at Morro; I never did get the 
chance to find him that new leg he wanted so 
much. ^ 


MAIMING FOR MARX 

Continued from page 25 

helicopters approaching an LZ and is placed 
in trees or on walls. Mina Saltarina Atonal 
(Atonal Jumping Mine) is a surprisingly 
sophisticated adaptation of the World War 
II German “Bouncing Betty” or S-mine. 
When tripped, the mine’s explosive body 
pops up out of the ground and explodes at 
approximately knee level. 

Although guerrilla sappers occasionally 
mark mine locations with small rock cairns 
or broken twigs, detection by the Salvador¬ 
an army remains difficult, and the casualty 
count continues to rise. Commercial-type 
metal detectors provided by the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment have been only moderately suc¬ 
cessful. 

While the U.S. left-wing press never ceases 
its cacophonous chant about the so-called hu¬ 
man-rights abuses of the Nicaraguan contras, 
they have to date remained silent about the 
thousands of innocent campesinos maimed 
and murdered by Marxist mines in El Salva¬ 
dor. Strange? Not really. Terrorism has al¬ 
ways been acceptable to Lenin’s useful idiots 
when performed in the name of “people’s 
liberation” movements. ^ 
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SIEGE IN ANGOLA 

Continued from page 42 

categorize this booty. 

Several groups of Western military spe¬ 
cialists have already been able to view much 
of this confiscated equipment. Parties have 
been ferried from Pretoria to the southern 
border between Angola and South-West 
Africa for this purpose. Naturally, these 
acquisitions are of considerable propaganda 
value to South Africa, especially because 
the largest force yet gathered together in 
Angola under Soviet and Cuban auspices 
has been totally routed, with resultant loss 
of face in Luanda, the Angolan capital. The 
effect of this disaster on Angolan morale is 
underscored by Cuba airlifting 9,400 more 
troops to Luanda in December 1987 in an 
attempt to thwart any precipitate action on 
the part of FAPLA against the extremely 
unpopular Cuban presence. 

Several foreign observers have also noted 
that Angola’s radar and missile-defense grid 
(which runs the entire length of Angola, 
from the Atlantic Ocean to Zambia, and has 
been regarded as impenetrable) has been, of 
late, routinely and regularly breached by the 
South African airforce. The South Africans 
lost only one Impala jet fighter and one 
single-engine observation Kudu aircraft; a 
French Mirage jet fighter was also hit by a 
missile but despite serious damage was able 
to limp back to base. Its pilot was seriously 
injured after ejecting on landing, but the 
crew members of the other two downed 
aircraft \vere killed. 

The recent campaign in southeast Angola 
took place on two separate and identifiable 
fronts. The first of these was centered 
around Lucusse in the east-central region of 
the country and involved about five FAPLA 
brigades of approximately 2,000 men each. 
Much of this activity went on along the 
Luangungo River and it is here that UNIT A 
suffered its worst losses. There was also 
much UNIT A activity in the area around 
Cassamba. Between these two points, 
UNITA shot down two MiG-2 Is, including 
one from which two Cuban pilots were 
taken prisoner and subsequently displayed, 
along with three helicopters, to the foreign 
press at Jamba. Photographs of all these 
aircraft have been made available to the 
international press by Dr. Savimbi. 

Although Savimbi is not effusive about 
the use of Stinger missiles, it is known that 
this American weapon system was responsi¬ 
ble for most enemy aircraft losses, includ¬ 
ing at least one Angolan Soviet-made Anto¬ 
nov transport aircraft that was shot down on 
takeoff on the outskirts of Huambo, about 
500 kilometers west of Cassamba. All 
Soviet crewmen were killed. 

The second offensive involved the South 
Africans, who reacted positively when a 
force of 16,000 FAPLA troops deployed in 
eight brigades swept down the dry Lomba 
riverbed north of Jamba. The Cuban-backed 
Angolans initially used Cuito Cuanavale as 
their strong point, and it is in this direction 
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that the South Africans retaliated, bringing 
the strategic airport there under heavy artil¬ 
lery fire early on. It is known that several 
Angolan jets and helicopters were destroyed 
on the ground at Cuito. 

The offensive around Cuito was basically 
identical to the offensive launched by 
Cuban- and Soviet-backed FAPLA forces 
two years ago, except that in 1987 it was on 
a much larger scale and the buildup of hard¬ 
ware was more substantial. What set this 
onslaught apart from previous ones was the 
fact that on this occasion very few Soviet 
Hind Mi-25/35 helicopter gunships were 
deployed against the South Africans, large¬ 
ly because more than a dozen of these air¬ 
craft were lost in 1985, eight of them in a 
single swoop by three South African air 
force Impala jet fighters. 

South African intelligence sources indi¬ 
cated that, in their sector as of early Decem¬ 
ber 1987, FAPLA had lost the following 
aircraft: seven helicopters, almost all of 
them carrying troops, and two MiG-21s. 
There were also three MiG-23s lost 
accidentally. Pretoria is not prepared to 
elaborate on the circumstances, but it is 
possible that they were taken out by FAPLA 
ground fire. Altogether, FAPLA deployed 
13 MiG-23s, six MiG-2 Is, five SU-25s, 
one PC-7, three Mi-17 and five Mi-25/35 
helicopter gunships in the southern sector. 
The South Africans retaliated on a limited 
scale with Impala and Cheetah fighter jets. 

South African sources also indicated that, 
for the first time on any substantial scale, 
FAPLA jets were used in ground attack 
operations. Their fire was apparently erratic 
and uncoordinated, hence the low number 
of South African casualties compared to 
those of FAPLA. Angolan jets were also 
incapable of destroying much of the FAPLA 
hardware left lying on the various battle¬ 
fields after their crews had fled in disarray, 
though they tried. The ratio of FAPLA loss¬ 
es to South African losses is given by South 
African sources as 26 to one. 

UNITA forces are known to have in¬ 
flicted many fewer losses of aircraft toward 
the end of the campaign than at the begin¬ 
ning with the Stinger missiles. No doubt the 
low-level flight tactic of aerial defense em¬ 
ployed by AAF pilots will be applied in 
Afghanistan, where a similar variant of the 
Stinger is used by the mujahideen freedom 
fighters. 

Two weaknesses of the AAF became 
apparent fairly early. FAPLA ground forces 
rarely received any air support, especially in 
the crucial series of battles along the Lomba 
River in the later stages of the operation. 
Nor were any aircraft used for casualty 
evacuation purposes. These shortcomings 
resulted in a sharp decline in morale among 
FAPLA contingents and contributed to de¬ 
sertions in the face of heavy enemy fire. In 
some cases, squads of troops disappeared 
into the bush. 

Artillery, not aircraft, played a major role 
in pushing back Angolan and Cuban forces. 
The most decisive losses were inflicted by 
variants of South African armor. Two sys- 
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terns excelled. The first was South Africa’s 
155mm G5 artillery, although the self- 
propelled G6 was also deployed. Working 
independently, small groups of G6 howit¬ 
zers backed by infantry were able to creep 
up to within 40 kilometers of Angolan posi¬ 
tions and cause serious losses. Each one of 
these South African-built G6s is equipped 
with satellite navigational systems, which 
enable them to drop in a pattern of accurate 
air-bursts. And while FAPLA did deploy 
electronic guidance systems that were able 
to pinpoint the source of fire, the G6s invari¬ 
ably moved on after initial salvos, relocat¬ 
ing several kilometers away each time. 

FAPLA prisoners reported that South 
Africa’s 127mm Valkiri multiple rocket 
launcher system was also effective. This 
system has a longer range, carries a larger 
warhead (each rocket carries about 2,000 
steel balls) and is more accurate than the 
Soviet BM-21 rocket system. Air burst was 
responsible for most of the FAPLA casual¬ 
ties during the later stages of the onslaught. 

If Cuito Cuanavale falls, only time will 
tell whether it will prove as decisive a politi¬ 
cal defeat to the Angolan communist forces 
as the fall of Dien Bien Phu was to the 
French in Indochina. But in military terms, 
the current siege of Cuito Cuanavale 
approaches that battle in significance. ^ 
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“Many people drank chefir .... There were 
many people who used to smoke anasha and 
plan 

Chefir is a caffeine-laden drink made by 
brewing a thick tea the consistency of hon¬ 
ey. Anasha is hashish and plan is an opium 
derivative. All of these are common in 
Afghanistan and in the Moslem republics in 
Soviet Central Asia. Because of the Moslem 
sensibilities of these areas, vodka is scarce, 
so Soviet soldiers — many of whom have 
taken an alcohol dependency into the army 
with them — look to drugs as a substitute. 

Afghanistan has increased the Soviet 
army’s drug problem. After the invasion, to 
try to respect the quisling government’s 
shaky Islamic credentials, the Soviets 
agreed to keep alcohol from their troops in 
Afghanistan. Looking for an alternative, the 
troops found the cheap and plentiful sub¬ 
stances that grow in Afghanistan. It seems 
that rear-echelon troops are the biggest 
abusers, having more contact with the locals 
and lacking the self-discipline of the combat 
troops. 

These drugs have spread from the army 
into Soviet society as a whole. Since czarist 
times, it has been the policy for conscripts 
from one section of the country to serve 
their tours of military duty in other parts. 
Drugs may follow this movement. “There 
was a case where a soldier from Central 
Asia was getting narcotics in parcels,” a 
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former Soviet lieutenant said in an inter¬ 
view. “It is relatively easy to get narcotics 
in Central Asia. He was caught and sent to 
the disciplinary battalion for this.” 

A former communications specialist 
said, “Anasha plus chefir or wine or vodka 
made [the soldiers] feel very high. They got 
real crazy. They even began shooting some¬ 
times. I remember, one of the minorities [a 
soldier from Central Asia or a non-Slavic 
ethnic background] started shooting out the 
windows of headquarters. He didn’t wound 
anybody, but everybody remembered that 
case.” 

Despite often draconian penalties and 
constant preaching against alcohol and drug 
abuse, the problems remain hard to solve. 

A former Soviet officer told a U.S. inter¬ 
viewer, “Usually, there would be an oral 
reprimand. And then sometimes, not al¬ 
ways, they would send the person to the 
guardhouse. But this guardhouse is nothing 
bad. The food is the same. The only thing is 
that it’s not as comfortable to sleep. Some¬ 
times they ask you to work, but sometimes 
you sit all day and do nothing.” A very 
different matter, however, is a disciplinary 
battalion, a military unit of such savage 
treatment that recidivism is almost un¬ 
known. 

One reason that unit guardhouse confine¬ 
ment is less onerous is because it is relative¬ 
ly common. One former Soviet army com¬ 
munications specialist said he had spent 150 
days in the guardhouse — five months out 
of his two-year term, “For fights, for dis¬ 
obeying orders, for drinking, for fooling 
around with women. This is a normal 
case.” 

“Alcoholism is an epidemic, and nobody 
could do anything about it,” said a former 
lieutenant in a radio intercept battalion. ‘ ‘As 
far as the other people were concerned, not 
one day passed when they wouldn’t take a 
drink. And how many talks were there about 
it, and meetings, and soul-saving conversa¬ 
tions? And I want to tell you that the cream 
of the officer corps served in the company 
where I was trained.” 

While these anecdotes show the extent of 
the problem, it is uncertain what effect it has 
on Soviet combat effectiveness. In the 
words of well-known Washington defense 
analyst Dr. Edward Luttwak, “The Rus¬ 
sians beat Napoleon while drunk. They beat 
Hitler while drunk. They can beat NATO 
while drunk.” There is a great deal of truth 
to this statement, and the Soviets, like their 
czarist forebears, have found that it is possi¬ 
ble to have both a tradition of victory and a 
tradition of hard drinking. 

Some of the soldiers interviewed for this 
survey said they did not think alcohol and 
drug abuse hurt Soviet combat readiness. 
Indeed, in World War II the Soviets issued 
soldiers four ounces of vodka before major 
battles. This certainly has parallels in other 
armies. As a former officer in the British 
Army of World War I said, “We would 
have lost the war if not for the rum ration.” 

Yet the nature of war has changed since 
the day when a soldier needed liquid cour¬ 
age. Today’s soldier is more likely to be a 


technician or behind the lines in a support 
role than in the front lines. It is in these types 
of jobs that alcohol and drug abuse can hurt 
the most. The lesson of the U.S, Army in 
the last stages of the Vietnam War, ravaged 
by drug abuse, must be very real to the 
Soviet command. Yet the problem con¬ 
tinues. One former conscript in the Soviet 
Strategic Missile Forces told an interviewer 
that his comrades drank the alcohol supplied 
for equipment, “the technical kind, methyl 
alcohol. You can’t drink this kind of alcohol 
because it affects your vision. But they 
drank it anyway.” 

Getting off post on exercises or an errand 
provides a chance to meet people and barter 
for things unobtainable in the army. Such 
transactions are prominent in Soviet life, 
although considered illegal black mar- 
keteering by the government — especially 
since what the Soviet soldier barters is 
usually government issue. The bottom 
halves of rubberized waterproof NBC (nu¬ 
clear, biological and chemical) protective 
suits are often traded to fishermen in return 
for fresh fish. Issue blankets, gasoline and 
other items are often exchanged for food or 
the ultimate item — a bottle of vodka. The 
Soviet soldier will usually not, however, 
barter weapons or ammunition. That is a 
political crime, not a “criminal” one, and 
carries the potential of the death penalty. In 
Afghanistan, though, Moslem soldiers 
sympathizing with the mujahideen and drug 
addicts in need will frequently take risks and 
give out weapons and ammunition. 

The punishment for any of these escapes 
from military discipline can be swift and 
certain. A dishonorable discharge stamped 
on his internal passport will blight the life of 
any Soviet citizen to a degree that Western¬ 
ers can hardly imagine. The labor camps of 
the gulag await black marketeers and bribe 
takers. The Soviets still shoot soldiers, even 
in peacetime — a number of executions 
were reported by reliable sources in the 
wake of the Soviet invasion of Czechoslo¬ 
vakia in 1968, and Lieutenant Belenko (the 
defecting Foxbat pilot) knew an air force 
NCO shot for desertion. One reason the 
Soviets can get away with their terrible con¬ 
ditions of service is that the iron hand of 
repression prevents anyone doing anything 
about it. But because transgressions are so 
frequent, the full rigor of Soviet law is only 
enforced in combat conditions (Afghanistan 
and Czechoslovakia) or when it is desired to 
make an example. Too high a punishment 
rate on the reports looks bad all around, so 
many AWOL soldiers and black marketeers 
get two weeks in the unit guardhouse rather 
than the potential 10 years in the gulag. 

For the Soviet soldier, discipline alternat¬ 
ing between the lax and the savage, hard 
work and terrible food are all part of daily 
life. He serves in conditions much harsher 
than anything U.S. or British soldiers must 
face. He suffers from a wide range of dis¬ 
advantages that far exceed anything seen in 
the West — up to 25 percent of the soldiers 
may not speak Russian (requiring the re- 
introduction of a formal language training 
program in units in the early 1980s) and 




little or no leave. 

The Soviet soldier is also paid little and, 
although the average soldier is not ill- 
educated, he is treated as an idiot or a poten¬ 
tial deserter. It is a hard and often self- 
defeating system, critically cutting into the 
supply of long-service men, who are the 
backbone of any army. The result of all this 
is strangely not large-scale discontent but a 
sense of pride. 

Despite being treated this way, Soviet 
soldiers, even those who have left the army 
and the Soviet Union and have no love at all 
for communism, retain a deep pride in hav¬ 
ing been a Soviet soldier. Since childhood, 
Soviet citizens are taught that service to the 
state is something to be proud of, not a 
source of shame for those who serve. The 
low pay — few men are able to save while 
doing their time — does not bum too great¬ 
ly, for the product-poor Soviet citizen does 
not view money as the report card of life. 
The Soviet soldier knows he is a valued 
member of society, not an embarrassment to 
the “best people.” He probably knows the 
system is dumb. He probably would never 
re-enlist, regardless of incentives. He does 
as little work as possible in peacetime but, 
in the final analysis, he is a soldier. There 
should be no doubt that he is prepared to 
fight for his homeland. 

The Soviet soldier receives, first, fore¬ 
most and always, an intense but soldierly 
military discipline in which he and his soci¬ 
ety see no shame. The negative sanctions 
for those who run afoul of this discipline 
loom large in their harshness, but the re¬ 
wards of the system, even if minor — a 
technician’s qualification, “soldier of the 
month,” even a stripe — are appreciated 
nonetheless. This is largely because of 
Soviet societal attitudes, attitudes that lead 
the soldier to circumvent the system as well 
as serve it. While much may be wrong with 
the Soviet army, this is what gives the 
Soviets the assurance that, should the Soviet 
soldier be called to action — in Afghani¬ 
stan, in Europe, anywhere — he will be 
there and will fight as hard as his father did 
in 1941-45. ^ 
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While it is important to inspect 
troops thoroughly before a mission, it 
is vitally important to know how not to 
inspect For instance, if a commander 
is thorough to the point of being nit¬ 
picking, troop morale suffers as his au¬ 
thority is seen as a tool to browbeat 
rather than to build discipline, confi¬ 
dence and trust. And when troops lose 
respect for their commander, his pow¬ 
er to coordinate is lost. However, if an 
inspection is too light or not carried out 
at all, a commander’s lack of concern is 
a signal to his men that he doesn’t care, 
and unit cohesiveness becomes a ma- 
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jor casualty. Mission success and lives 
will be risked as a result. 

Exercising authority in the proper 
balance between inspecting too much 
and not at all enhances a leader’s com¬ 
mand and control over his men. Essen¬ 
tially, rank, time in service and grade 
influence how detailed an inspection 
should be. New troops need a thor¬ 
ough checkout — anything less is not 
good enough. A platoon sergeant re¬ 
quires a less detailed inspection for 
only mission-essential items. Howev¬ 
er, he should still know that the lieuten¬ 
ant can exercise his right to carry out a 
complete inspection on him at any 
time. This unspoken right of a superior 
officer to carry out a full inspection is 
granted him by virtue of his rank. It is 
up to the superior officer not to abuse 
this right while still making it clear that 
he is the boss. 

Incorporating an inspection team is 
one sure way to achieve a balanced 
approach to inspections. In this proce¬ 
dure, the platoon sergeant inspects the 
squad leaders and the squad leaders 
inspect the troops, with each succes¬ 
sive rank being responsible for carrying 
out a more detailed checkout. The en¬ 
tire procedure is conducted with the 
lieutenant looking on as each man car¬ 
ries out his particular responsibility. A 
complete visual inspection is thus 
guaranteed, accountability clearly de¬ 
fined and each man assured that he is a 
trusted participant in good standing in 
his unit. Nothing is left to chance or 
false assumptions. And the overall 
effect is a positive, unmistakable one 
— the lieutenant shows himself to be a 
true leader who cares about his men 
and stands behind them 100 percent. 

Mission accomplishment rests on 
the shoulders of the leader. In order to 
accomplish that mission, the unit lead¬ 
er must insure the coordination of men 
and equipment. If the men don’t have 
the proper equipment in the correct 
quantities, or have a bond of trust and 
respect between themselves and their 
commanders, this coordination breaks 
down. Therefore, the final inspection is 
one of the means of insuring troop 
safety and mission accomplishment 
because it establishes a regular 
mechanism that reaffirms unit disci¬ 
pline and respect. It also helps give the 
lieutenant the confidence he needs to 
command effectively in battle. 

I’m sure that had the lieutenant in 
the opening situation done his final in¬ 
spection properly, the outcome of the 
battle would have been different. ^ 


CONNECTION 

Continued from page 60 

route that serves Byblos and Juniyah and the 
ports controlled by the Lebanese Forces of 
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Shamir Geagea. The largest illegal port is at 
Halate, a completely self-contained deep 
harbor facility surrounded by expensive 
chalets and a high concrete wall. Armed 
guards are posted at the entrance, and black 
Lincolns and Mercedes come and go 
through an electronic gate. Inside, cargo 
ships are refitted and repainted with new 
markings and registration numbers for then- 
next shipment of hashish and heroin. Atop 
the office complex a radar dish scans the sea 
and the sky while a helicopter takes off, 
carrying drug lords back to their fields in the 
Bekaa. “We saw pictures of this port and 
couldn’t believe it,’’ one DEA agent con¬ 
fided. “There, in the middle of this war- 
ravaged country, a multimillion dollar port 

— the place looks like Miami!” 

“They ship the stuff by the ton, some¬ 
times in full containers,” said a former 
DEA head in Paris who monitored the 
Lebanese connection. It comes through 
Cyprus. “There the container’s documents 
are exchanged for forged ones. Then cus¬ 
toms officers in Britain, Marseilles or Rot¬ 
terdam find themselves dealing with a 
sealed container which they have every 
reason to believe is full of olives or Cypriot 
cheese. They stamp the papers and let it go 

— tons of hashish will end up in some 
remote warehouse leased by a fictional 
company.” 

“We’ve discovered heroin in olive jars 
and paint cans, and cannabis in freight con¬ 
tainers filled with pottery,” explained Cyp¬ 
riot Narcotics Police Superintendent Peni- 
kos Hadjiloizou. “Some containers are spe¬ 
cially built with false floors and double 
skins to accommodate drugs.” Over 
800,000 containers move through Cyprus 
each year. “The Lebanese are clever — 
we’ve found it in leg wraps, chest pouches 
and rectal suppositories; even in specially 
constructed shaving-cream cans,” Penikos 
said. One example of Lebanese genius that 
Penikos doesn’t like to talk about happened 
last August. 

A Greek Orthodox “priest” arrived on 
the early morning ferry from Lebanon. Cyp¬ 
riot customs failed to open his luggage and 
even gave him a ride to the airport so he 
could make his flight to Athens and Rome. 
Three days later the priest was arrested by 
Italian police in his hotel room along with an 
Italian and two Spanish nationals. The 
phony priest was carrying five kilos of 
cocaine under his vestments. Another two 
kilos were discovered in the lining of his 
briefcase. 

With Lebanon, Western drug agencies 
are in a quagmire. Narcotics repression is 
very sensitive, even strategic. If by some 
miracle trafficking could be stopped, the 
pro-Western Christian camp wouldn’t last 
two weeks. A total drug crackdown could 
upset the balance of power, resulting in an 
Iranian-backed Islamic republic. 

Nothing definitive can be done until the 
war is over. That could be a long time away. 
There are too many forces in and outside of 
Lebanon who prefer to keep things just as 
they are. 
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^5' Build This Entry Weapon 


from your Rem. 870, 
Moss. 500, or Win.1 200 


A - THE LITE—SITE target illumination & sighting system incorporates a highly modified 
Mag - Lite, a velcro mounted tape switch, and a quick on/off base & mount .$99.95 


B - This Cruiser Shroud is all steel. All hardware included.19.95 

C - 7 or 8 shot Magazine Extension with long spring. ..25.00 

D - Pistol Grip Forend for greater speed and controle .28.00 

E - Pistol Grip (yes the gun is still legal with 18” barrel). 15.95 


Send $2.00 for complete catalog to: L.L. Baston Co., P.O. Box 1995, El Dorado, AR 71730 
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While You Were Sleeping, 

Your competitors were filling orders 
from ads in Soldier of Fortune. 

Advertise your product here at 840 per thousand 
readers and reach 600,000 Readers Every Month. 

CALL TODAY (303) 449-3750 Adv. Dept. 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 





• BATF Approved 

• Replaces your trigger 
guard 

• Mounts in seconds 

• No cumbersome hand 
cranks 

RETAIL PRICE 


• Does not interfere with 
existing trigger 

• No alterations to your 
weapon 

• Available soon for most 
assault rifles 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


$ 49.95 


ONLY 


$ 34.95 


HAVE FUN LEGALLY...ORDER YOURS NOW!! 

FOR PROMPT DELIVERY: Send Cash. Cashier's Check or Money Order 

Call 313-774-2410 for M.C. and Visa orders only 
Please send me CD TRI-BURST Trigger Activators at 
$34.95 ea. Colorado Residents add 3%. Total_ 

Name_ 


An allglbi* institution Tor iludftnt lDa.ni A grind. 
(Located In the Part uJ Philnd*lph*.*| 

Call for Complete Course Catalog 

DIVERS ACADEMY 

OF THE EASTERN SEABOARD, INC. 

2500 So. Broadway • Camden, N J. 08104 
Call 1-800-238-DIVE N.J. (609) 966-1871 

NAME _ , - 


CITY - ST _ZIP 

PHONE _____-_ 


WEAR A 

DIFFERENT 

HELMET 

BECOME A PRO DIVER 


AT LAST.. AR-15 OWNERS... 

. R ACTIVATOR / 

rr 


„ c pate nlND ' 


23§r 

YOUR aB ' 15 


• Underwater 
Cutting and 
Welding 

• Salvage 
•Offshore Oil 


[MfiH 


AmWIlril St Nuji 
MalOVW AbbOCvKion cK 
and lechnoil ScnocA 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 



Secret 

Skull 

*30 


? WANTED: 2 

§ AUTHORS FOR 
5 SOF ADVENTURE 2 
5 BOOKS 15 

Action Novels Needed On: ^ 

^ • Vietnam ^ 

• POWs & MIAs ^ 

^ • Counterterrorism to 

^ • Special Operations ^ 

^ • Mercenary Actions ^ 

^ • Related Action Subjects $ 

Submitted manuscripts must be 1 ^ 
^ fiction, must be exciting reading, ^ 
^ must be 70,000-125,000 words in C 
^ length, must be technically 
™ accurate, and must project an ™ 
^ authentic, “y° u arc there” feel. 

^ Series potential is desirable. All ^ 
X submissions receive an initial ^ 
editorial review within 90 days of 
^ receipt. ^ 

^ Address queries and submissions ^ 
^ (including return postage) to: ^ 

2 SOF ADVENTURE BOOKS 2 
2 P.O. Box 693 2 

2 Boulder, CO 80306 ^ 


THE 

ANARCHIST 

COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 


The original, once restricted, now available. 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. ''Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states S33.00 


Black cast metal skull has removable gas 
lighter embedded in top which conceals a 
hollow space for hid- 
ing small items, money. 


or a secret stash. Size: 
3" x 2.5" 

FREE GIFT with each 
order from this ad. 

CJr.send for 
□ FkEE CATALOG 
of Militaria, Swords, 
Medals Helmets, Non- 


4T"* FACTORY MANUAL 

• Operating instructions • Parts list with factory numbers 

• Assembly/disassembly details • Accessory list 

• Maintenance instructions • Specification list 

Factory publication, 23 pages, 35 photographs. 


iviuuaio. i i i 

Guns.Jjifts._ 

□ Send_Secret Skulls @ $30 ea. 

□ money order □ check enclosed. 

Credit Card Orders Phone Toll Free 

1-800-544-3456 Ext. 515 

Name_ 


written by Terry Edwards 
’ edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and persona) experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 


Address 


State/Zip_ 

OUR 20TH YEAR—SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVO N HOLLYWOOD. CA 91601 • ATTN LOHl 
<81B) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject !o change • Catalog $2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sen! immediately personal check orders held 4 weeks 


■ COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY inc 

800 Slaters Lane, Dept. SO 
j_Box 59, Alexandria, VA 22313_j 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 95 ^ 

Add $1,05 Hndi. 


LEARN 

GUN 

REPAIR 


INTRODUCING: 

UNITED SHIRTS OF AMERICA 
and 

AMERICAN PRIDE T-SHIRTS 


All Prices 
Include 
Postage & 
Handling 


Dealer- 

Quantity 

Inquiries 

Welcome 


CLAYMORE 


t No previous experience 
needed...Train at home in 
spare time. As a "gun pro¬ 
fessional” you will be an 
expert in ballistics and 
reloading. Know how to 
accurize, customize, re¬ 
pair almost any firearm; 
custom-make ammuni¬ 
tion, rechoke shotguns, 
fit and finish stocks. 
Know where to buy rifles, 
pistols, shotguns and ac¬ 
cessories at ^lowest 

Start your own business 
full or spare time, or work 
in gun shop, sports or dis¬ 
count store, for firearms 
manufacturer, distributor 
or importer. 

START MAKING MONEY 
ALMOST IMMEDIATELY! 

We show you how to apply for Federal Firearms license to 
buy and sell guns while stilt a student. Included with 
course...at no extra cost... precision, gauges, fine gunsmith's 
screwdrivers, honing stone, checkering tools...plus with your 
first lesson, Powley High Velocity Trajectory Chart to improve 
your marksmanship. Graduation from this course does not 
insure that you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 
have done, send for information that includes their employ¬ 
ment success. MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


S, M, L, XL 
Black Prim 
on OD, Silver 
or Lt Blue 
T-Shin 


F 1 A Recipe for 
M- 18 M \ 

SWISS CHEESE 


/ My Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
/ Full tang one piece construction. Leath- 

/er sheath with quick release snap and 
/metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept BK-5-SF 

156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


OTHER T-SHIRT DESIGNS AVAILABLE: 

#2 - Silhouette of an M-I6A1 w/ slogan: 
a - GUN CONTROL- is Hitting What You Aim At. 
b - M-L6A1- Don’t Leave Home Without It. 

#3 - Silhouette of an AH-64 Apache w/ slogan: 
a - Don’t Bother to Run - You'll Only Die Tired. 

#4 - Plain Camoflagc T-Shirt - $6.(X)._ 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN ", ~ 

SIX MONTHS 

START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: ’ 

• BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURiZING • BLUEING • SPORTERIZtNG • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HDW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELOADING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS-CHARTS- EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR Gl BENEFITS 
OVER 40.000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

_Se nd_fp r_FR EJ_fa cts_o r_Ca I !_6022390^8346_ 

A Please RUSH FREE facts on how t can become a 

professional gunsmith the QUICK easy home study 
r ' way No Obligation No salesman will call 

PUS® NAME _ AGE _ 


TARGETS 

| A - Khadafy Targets arc 8 1/2" by II” heavystodc paper 
B - Ortega Pick your worst enemy or get the variety padc. 

C - Khomeini p ack f 1Q _ S2 95 p ack of 20 . $ 3,95 

D - Casuo 

E- Evan Mccham - Soon to be Ex-Govcmor of Arizona._ 


BUMPER STICKERS 

A- Don’t Bother to Run, You’ll Only Die Tired, with picture 
of AH-64 Apache Helicopter. 

B- Gun Control is Hitting Whai You Aim At with picture 
0TM-I6A!. 

C- * RED, WHITE AND BLUE, These Colors Don’t Run. 

D- * AMERICA. LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT. 

*C & D liavc a picture of Old Glory. All bumper stickers arc 
done in patriotic blue and red print on white background. 
f -1 1 for St .50. 2 lor $2.50 4 for $4.tX)._ 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF FIREARMS, Dept. RS048 
925 Oak St, Scranton, PA 18508-9971 

Rush me full information telling how I can train at home for an 
exciting career as a gun expert. No obligation. No salesman will 
visit. 

Name __Age- 


lUNTTEI 


UNITED SHIRTS OF AMERICA 
2455 East Broadway #49 

__ Mesa, AZ 85204 (602) 890-8991 

.Z residents add 6 1/2% Sales Tax, Overseas Add 20% P & H. 
■♦♦♦♦♦♦ALL ITEMS PROUDLY MADE IN USA********** 


ihirtsofi 


Address 


ADDRESS 


CITY _ STATE „_ ZIP 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept. GCK58 
2538 N. 81>l ST., • Box 5338 • PHOENIX AZ 85010 


City/State/Zip- 

Phone No. ( ) 


RJ A Subsidiary of National Education Corporation 
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“The 

Arkansas 

Knifesmith’ 


Designer & Maker 
ol the survival 
knives for the 
movies, “First Blood' 
& “Rambo n 


“Imitated 

but 

unequated' 


nt 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 


HOUND 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The HOUND DOG” is a wise inveslment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in ihe future, in either home or office No 
radio transmitter no matter how wetl it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the “HOUND DOG 
The “HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed lor the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched m 
only a matter of minutes The HOUND DOG” snlfts out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc 
regardless of their operating frequency 
The “ HOUND DOG” is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the “HOUND DOG” outperforms 
most other units selling tor several times Ihe price This ttem 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us, 

Meter Calibrate 


$ 195.00 


SIZE .1.6x 2.4x8.2 INCHES I 7J.UU 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

e _ Super Powerful 

FM TRANSMITTER 

JFnft \ Many times more powerful than othor transmttters. 

' Transmits up to % mile to any FM radto -Easy to 
Assemble M - up to 9V battery <not hid.) 


$19.95 


Call 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 * $5.00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to US1 Corp. PO Box SF-2052, 
Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers 8t other specialty items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp.' 


ARCLIGHT 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

(315) 798-1106 


BUCK 

• 7Va” Blade 

• Stone 

• Sheath ^ 


GERBER 

• 8” Blade 

• Jump Sheath 

• Stone 

• Compass 


M9 Bayonet 




$116.95 


& 

y^X $115.00 


COLD STEEL 


TANTO 
• 400 SS 
5% Blade 
$99.00 


/ 

jFmaste 


w/leather 

sheath 


MASTER 

TANTO 

• San Mai III 

• 5 3 / 4 Blade 

$145.00 


2310 Portal Rd. 

POSTAGE UTICA, NY 13501 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


Front & Back Protector ... $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels.$27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edge wood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754* 

Matthews, N.C. 28105 


ARCLIGHT 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

(315) 798-1106 


BUCK 

• 7Va” Blade 

• Stone 

• Sheath ^ 


M9 Bayonet 




$116.95 


GERBER 

• 8” Blade 

• Jump Sheath 

• Stone 

• Compass 


& 

y^X $115.00 


COLD STEEL 


TANTO 
• 400 SS 
5% Blade 
$99.00 


/ 

jFmaste 


w/leather 

sheath 


MASTER 

TANTO 

• San Mai III 

• 5 3 /4 Blade 

$145.00 


2310 Portal Rd. 

POSTAGE UTICA, NY 13501 


TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 

As featured in SWAT Magazine, Nov. *83, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug. ’84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb. ’87. 


LOOKING FOR 


WHITESIDE SAFE SALES CO. 
FORT KNOX,* DISTRIBUTOR 


‘NOW I LEAVE HOME WITH A SAFt FEELING.. 
SO CAN YOU." GENERAL CHUCK YEAGER 
Security & Privacy 

• UFCTME WARRANTY 
•Revolutionary, 

patented bank-type 
lock and pinion 
geared locking system 
with triple relock 

• Rugged, burglar proof 
concealed hinges 

• No wear points 

• UUsted ftie-ptooftng 

• High luster automotive 
quality finishes 

• Your choice of 6 
decgratorintenofs 
Free Brochuie 
Guarpnteea Lowest Prices 


cau roa 1 J! BDMU-7D24 INCAUf &D5>322-fHft Celled 

407 Omfisr Avgw* S; ^ 2. • BaJS'Fheid. C* 


“THE ULTIMATE K9” 

| * HOME& FAMILY PROTECTION 

• POLICE PA TROL 

• SCOUTING & TRACKING 

• EXPLOSIVE DETECTION 

AH trainers Dept, of Defense Certified. 
Pups & professional training available. 

FULL HEALTH , TEMPERAMENT, & 
HIP GUARANTEES 

SHIPPING A VAILABLE WORLDWIDE 
,( Bred solely by".,, 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-5D, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24-hour) 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


You'll find it in our 
New Full Color Action Catalog 
packed with the latest in 
Military Eauipment, Tactical 
Gear, ana Survival Items. 
Send $3.00 to: 


THE QUARTERMASTER 

DEPT. SF, 750 Ifif® BEACH BLVD. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90813 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR RADGE 

if 



* LEARN A 
EARN 
AT HOME 


• AUDIO/VISUAL 
PROGRAMS 


> i ;v r, 


• ELECTRONIC EQUIP 


NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 


Men-Women- Learn from the experts. Train at homeforan 

exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 

security consultant. Start your own business or work for 

others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 

investigation, how and where to find that first job. and 

much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 
The BEST (raining available at Ihe BEST 
price. Prove it to yourself by investigaling 
before you invest. Send NOW for lull facts. 


L JL 


assistance. 


hs * t |973 GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 I 

Rush FREE tacts Show me how I can learn al home to he a Private \ 
Investigator No obligation. No salesman will call. I 


ADDRESS- 
CITY_ 


_ STATE- 


-ZIP- 


“Fflf An EfidurjlMn Tt’iftr WmIa" 


piawvcY? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible’- to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 







EDEN PRESS 
11623 Slater "C", Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to ardor.) 

(California residents please add 6% sales tax.) 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

Name 


Address 

City 

|Stsle _ 
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NIGHT VISION 

AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE 
— STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 

$4500.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/FactQry New 
Image Intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

*25mm Second Generation intensifier ‘Muzzle 
flash protection ‘ABC and Manual gain control 
‘Adjustable illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 
ballistics ‘Camera or video adaptor optional. 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter *M16 
mount ‘Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case 
‘Batteries (Replacements readily available) 
COMPLETE LINE OF individual and 
crewserved weaponsights. Night Vision 
goggles and viewers, Extensive Parts inventory 
for Both First and Second Generation Systems, 
plus reconditioning and general repair. 

We use genuine MIL-SPEC A.R.M.S. mounting systems. 
Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $4.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 



CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 

PROUDLY PRESENTS: 

TH ESPECIAL SERVICES COLLECTION 


T-SHIRT - high quality, blue ringed shirt carries 
the official four color 314” crest of the CIA. 
S-M-L-XL $9.00 

POLO SHIRT - This high quality white polo car¬ 
ries the official four color 3Vfe" crest of the CIA. 
S-M-L-XL $15.00 

SWEAT SHIRT - Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the four color CIA 3Vfe" crest imprinted 
on it S-M-L-XL $19.00 

HATS - High quality cloth/mesh available in 
black, navy/white, navy, with CIA crest. $9.00 
SPECIAL - Save $6.00IAII four items $46.00 

CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
1600 Fairfield, Suite 233 
Shreveport, LA 71101 
1 -318-222-2970 

VISA OR MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 
Shipping & Handling on all orders - $2.00 
Shipped Via U.P.S. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 

_Dealers Please Inquire_ 


H0-CH1-M1NH5 

PACK A CLASSIC 
ON YOUR NEXT 
TOUR OF DUTY 



Please State Group No.: 

Group No. 1: (fits sizes 5-6) 

Group No. 2: (fits sizes 614-8) 

Group No. 3: (fits sizes 8&-10) 

Group No. 4: (fits sizes 1014-12) 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

T. RUTTER 

Dept. SOF 

P.O. Box 5845 • Hollywood, FL 33083 

These rugged sandals are hand-crafted from actual fire 
casings and Inner tubes. Occasionally non-pemnanent 
marts may be left on skin, clothing and furniture. 



* ACCURATE 

* 100% MADE IN U.S.A 

* RELIABLE 


Call or write for free brochure. 

Feather Industries, Inc. 

2300 Central Ave., #K, Dept. SOF 
Boulder, CO 80301 
(303) 442-7021 


NEW 6 FT. “4 IN 1" TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 

'New 1988 Survival— Munting'Commando’"“Models 

Camouflage cr Black ninja > 

"models add $3.00 each gunV,r r ; 


World’s finest, fastest, since 

Milli ons gol d! Beware jl copie s! 





I neguiar Range 1-. _ _ 

Models in Feel take-downsa 

2 ft. 20" $8.95’, 

3Va ft. | Iff 9.95 1 

I 4Vi ft. 22Cr 10.95 

i 5V*ft. 30CM1.95 
\ 6 ft. 35CT 12.95 ^ 

l 3-piece "4-in-1 "Guns N 
1 6 ft. 35CT 17.95 
a ft. 45ff 22.95 ft 
9 ft. 55ff 24.95 O**'* 

I Add $1.95 ,-#*&** 

postage _V 

EACH 
paid 

-.pun. DEALERS-1 OR 2 PC. GUNS 

I 12-2(1. $72.00 12-5’/* It. $96.00 

Ll2-3’/jft. 79.00 12-6 H. 102.00 

I. /12-4Vi ft. 89.00 12.6 ft. 3-pe. 120.00 _ 

RStf-ENT,POWERFUL,ACCURATE.!™! lot impact! Kills K ,imJ __ 
^pt\sts!Taiget, plinking.lhrilling sport! Astound friends! (iompn^st-d bmdh gives 
“riili 1 po m:r! Piert.es ’ / ’wood! NO TOY! Rugged aluminum, ideal gift! 135 stw! 
clarts. inslmc. IgiaBMifl 100183 .50. 21KPS5.95. 5 QOSH.OO. K $23.00. 
iOO/$o.tiii, r> orrS:mi«}J:ff.TitlllfJlfl|l|T gii 2 'S 5 .‘J 0 .224 S 10.05, ‘ 

snmo+Mu darts+-free2' gun! same- 1100, - free71 

gun! 8.1010+1300+ free 8th gun! .!()-d,iv money back guar. Lifetime breakage 

gunr.l-Pay Scrvic:..Send aLsIu^w.k.M.t). Mill ions sold! USA Made Use 30-Days No Risk! 
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PREDATOR 

LASER TARGET DESIGNATOR 



THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE 

★6.4 oz. ★Dependable 
★9 + in. Long ★500 Meter+Range 
★Situation Tested Hot-Cold- 
Humid-Sea ★ Military ★Home 
Security ★Government Agencies 
★ Police ★Private Sector Security 

★ Professional Adventurers 

★ Plain ol’ “State of the Art” 
Shootin - Its PREDATOR! 

Call or write today for information 
on the latest - lightest - most powerful 
laser aiming device on the market today! 


PREDATOR $ 495. 00 

M/C VISA AM. EX. 


MARKETING, INC. 

1600 Monrovia Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 

( 714 ) 722-9087 

Or call for your local dealer. 


\P\ 


1988 GOVERNMENT 
SURPLUS DIRECTORY 



and a coupon for 
FREE BINOCULARS 



IMoneyback Guarantee 

JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS, HELICOPTERS. 
TYPEWRITERS, TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items 
from the US. Government. This manual shows you how to find 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS. Some 
actual prices CARS $30. PICKUPS $40. SHIRTS 224 
Buy for as little as ic on the dollar. 

THIS NEW 1988 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 
List Application and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our 
BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Only S5.00 
FREE BINOCULARS Coupon SURPLUS, DEPT. B-295 
BOX 9004a, WASHINGTON, O.C. 20066 


SUCCESSORS 

TO 

NUMRICH 

ARMS PARTS 
DIVISION 


BRAND NEW CATALOG • BRAND NEW CATALOG 


AsSuccessors to NUMRICH PARTS DIVISION, 
we are now the World’s Largest Supplier of Gun 

_ Parts! We will con* 

grsjyjjj tinue in NUMRICH 
JA i f? \ Tradition in offering 
cmriAw the New Updated 
fcP J CATALOG Edition Catalog- 
lists and prices of 
the 250 Million Machine Gun, 
Military, Commercial, Antique, Gun Parts we stock. 

SURFACE FOREIGN -$8.95 U S send SA95 
AIRMAILWRITE FOR QUOTE uo * sena 


THE GUN PARTS CORPORATION 

BOX SOF-5, WEST HURLEY, NEW YORK 12491 
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SWEATSHIRTS 

(3'A" left breast logo 

$18f° 

C 

or 9" centered logo) 

HOODED SWEATSHIRTS 

$24 fo 

o 

L 

3Vi" logo. 

SWEATPANTS 

$18 IP 

L 

3 / 2 " logo. 

SWEATSHORTS 

$14“ 

E 

3Vi" logo. 

TANKTOPS 

*9£ 

C 

T 

9" logo. 

T-SHIRTS 

00 

2 a 

1 

1 

B 

9" logo. 

SATIN JACKETS 

Red, White, Royal Blue, Black 

$495? 

PATCHES $5 00 

$450 

L 

CLUED 

PLAIN 

E 

CAPS (one size fits all) 

$8? a 5 

s 

COFFEE MUG (18 oz.) 

$9 95 

ea. 


BEER STEIN (23 oz.) 

$12 IP 


Cloak & Dagger Publications 

825 - 25th Street - Ogden, Utah 84401 • Telephone 
Orders Accepted 24-Hours Daily - Orders Paid with 
VIS A/Mastercard - Checks - Money Orders - COD 
Add $2.50 Shipping & Handling 

24-HOUR ORDER HOTLINE - (801) 399-1202 


Soldier Of Fortune 
Subscriber Service 

F.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

□ Change of Address: Please 
allow six Weeks. Attach label 
with your old address and write 
your new address below. 

□ New Subscriber: Fill in your 
name and address below. Use 
separate sheet for gift orders. 

□ Renewal: Attach label. 

□ One year $26.00 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


MR/NS 


Street Apt. No. 


City/State/Zip 


Area Code Telephone number 

□ Payment Enclosed 

Por other subscription questions or prob¬ 
lems or for rules outside the U.S. and 
Canada, please write a note and send 
entire form to the address above. 
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9TH ANNUAL SOF CONVENTION AND EXPO 

September 14-18,1988 
Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada 

They say the early bird gets the worm, ^ 

but in 1988 an early bird convention registration r, Ptio ^ 

gets you a One-Year Subscription/Extension to -Z. — * W 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine 1/4 4, 

That’s a single-copy newsstand value of $36.00. ^ r w\l 

But, that’s not all ... by taking advantage of the early bird registration, you guarantee 
yourself a week of unsurpassed action and adventure. Here’s what’s in store for you: 



Three-Gun International Combat Shooting Match 
(running concurrently with convention) 

Patterned after military and police courses, this match 
is designed to test practical skills in rifle, pistol and 
shotgun, with over $60,000 in cash and prizes to the 
winners. For further details and entry fee information, 
send a SASE to: SOF Three-Gun Match 
408 E. Harding 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

In 1987 SOF was pleased to have the following 
companies participate as match sponsors: Heckler & 
Koch ... Sturm, Huger ... SIGARMS ... ARMSCORP 
...Springfield Armory ... Taurus International ... Al 
Mar Knives ... Atlantic Research & Marketing Systems. 


1988 SOF CONVENTION 


September 14-18,1988 

Be a part of the ever-growing SOF Team — the SOF 
Conventioneers. For $125.00 you can be a part of the 
team that receives admittance to 12 informative 
seminars; admission to the Awards Banquet, the 
Firepower Demo and the Pugil Stick tournament; a free 
convention T-shirt and admission to the Expo. A total 
value of $229.00; and all for only $125.00. 

AND, if you register by July 4,1988, you’ll receive a 
one-year subscription/extension to SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE Magazine. 


1988 SOF EXPOSITION 
September 16-18,1988 

See over 160 dealers and retailers display and sell top-of-the-line and state-of-the-art military and 
police guns and gear, handmade custom knives, military souvenirs, parachute equipment and other 
items you’ve read about in the pages of SOF. These 160 dealers will show and tell in the beautiful 
Sahara Hotel Space Center. Open to the public Friday, Saturday and Sunday with a $5.00 admission 
fee. This is free to all paid conventioneers. Children 13 and under are not admitted. For exhibit and 
booth information, write: SOF 1988 Exposition • P.O. Box 693e Boulder, Colorado 80306 


Don’t take a chance on missing out on this great event. Take advantage of the early bird registration 
AND receive your free subscription. To register, fill out the coupon below and drop in the mail. Today? 
Thank you! 

1988 SOF CONVENTION EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FORM 


Hotel Accommodations 

For Room Reservations: Sahara Hotel 1-800-634-6666 

To receive convention rates, you must advise the hotel 
that you will be attending the SOF Convention. 

The Early Bird Room rate is $48.00/night (plus tax) if 
the room is reserved and the first night’s deposit is 
received by June 14,1988. After that date, the rate will 
be $52.00/night. All room reservations must be made 
by August 11,1988 to guarantee space in the HQ hotel 

Mail to: SOF 1988 CONVENTION & EXPO 
P.O. BOX 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


YES! I want to be a part of the SOF 1988 Convention 
and receive my special Early Bird One-Year 
Subscription/Extension to SOF Magazine. 

I understand my registration must be received by July 4,1988. 

□ Payment enclosed — payable to SOF Convention ’88 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card #_ Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 

(please print) 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_ 


State:_Zip Code: 








CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is $1 per word — $20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included in the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi¬ 
fied, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (141) _ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $7 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (127) _ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (127) _ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1187, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (137) _ 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG! Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Home businesses, 
cash income opportunities. Get new credit, jobs, degrees. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(128) _ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
ley, CA 92728. (128) _._ 

GET FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 26 cogntries analyzed. Legal 
requirements, inside information. Free details. EDEN PRESS, 
Box 8410-FP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (128) _ 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF88-C, Honolu- 
lu, HI 96806. (146-KEY) _ 

U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

jM j^P'VVhite top Gold insignia and visor brard 
f Leather chin strap State size wanted S89.00 

Knights Cross with its 17" neck ribbon 
and oak leaf with swords $21 00 
• fdflSj jy We pay postage Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog S3 00 (FREE with order) 

W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063 F, St. Louis. MO 63158 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 2 

handle securely 3 

in the open or ~ 

closed position. 5 

Model K98-P M\ % 

S 8 S0 Ea. / 1 S 

~~ / \ 


WESTBURY SALES CO. 
DEPT P-5-SF 

156 Post Avenue 
Westbury, NY 11590 


NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books available on weaponry and 
dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS. PO 
Box 1307-8AQT, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (128) 

RIDE AGAIN WITH THE 7th CAVALRY 1! Add a page of 
history to your family tree with a realistic Honorable Discharge 
from Custers 7th Cavalry, dated 1876. A unique 8x10 collec¬ 
tors item, beautifully portrayed on assimilated parchment, with 
ample name space. $5 postpaid. Cash or M.O. Military 
Graphics Ltd., Box 582, Woburn, MA 01801. (127) 


BE A GUN DEALER!!! Buy Firearms Wholesale! SAVE Big 
Bucks! Get your license approved the first try! Kit includes 
application, wholesaler directory, phones, advice on selling 
from home/apartment. $5. Sandhill Arms, Box56-SF, Portales, 

NM 88130. (127) _ 

BECOME A U.S. MILITARY OFFICER! Commissioned Offic¬ 
er tells how. Send $4 to: Officer, Rt5 Box 250A, Lubbock, TX 
79407. (127) 


Italian Stilettos 

Made in Italu/. 


ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 

Send $3 (refundable) to: JC THOMPSON, 2508 Fifth Ave. 
#121-S, Seattle, WA 98121. (128) _ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1287, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 
90720. (137) _ 

UNUSUAL BOOKS — Over 475 Exciting Titles! Exotic 
Weaponry, Military, Martial Arts, Crime, Self-Defense, Surveil¬ 
lance, Chemistry, Privacy, Survival, Knives, Fireworks Buying, 
Spy Operations, Anything on Anyone, Big Brother, Comprom¬ 
ising Machines, Wiretapping, New Ways of Fighting Back and 
MUCH MORE! Huge Eye-Opening Book Catalog $2 plus 
FREE Copy ALPHA FORCE NEWSLETTER. Satisfaction Al¬ 
ways Guaranteed! Authors Wanted. ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, 
PO Box 92-S, Sharon Center, OH 44274. (129) _ 

ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus Sur¬ 
vival Items. Send $1 (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh Wade’s 
Oakshire Place, Hiway 51, South Union City, TN 38261. (127) 

FREE CATALOG! Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII items, 
Nazi regalia, medals, flags, weapons. Send (5) 22stamps 
postage. Ammo Dump, 2607 Hennepin #433, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408. (133) 



15 diy NO RISK montybiek par. 1-D#y tWpl 0rd»r T*4*»! ftt) 01111-999 10 TOLL FREEM:U 
Stud con. diMk. M 0 . VISA.MC.AMX.Dltc (C.O.D.S20 min 13 50 OUU“£Z£-Ol 19 OROERS ONLYI 
ZAP-DART. INC. P.O. Box 2505 1-S Salt Lake City, Utah 84125 


WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, hel¬ 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012, (131) 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Your design, any 
size, shape, colors. Five piece minimum, free brochure and 
random sample. Hein, 4202B N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60618. 

(1311 _ 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (130) 

IS YOU LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of military, 
outdoor, & survival gear is! Refund on purchase. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (130) 

SPECIAL FORCES, RANGER, AIRBORNE challenge coins. 
List $1. Custom minting for your unit available. Phillips, West 
Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601-3304. (133) _ 

DEGREES IN POLICE SCIENCE — Bachelors, Master’s, 
and Doctorates through HOME STUDY. Also obtainable in 
Psychology, Sociology, Hypnotherapy, Parapsychology, Busi¬ 
ness Administration and other subjects. Send $2 for Catalog 
about degrees and requirements to ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSI- 
TY, 31916 Pat’s Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 70462. (127) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS — Big money and adventure 
with our proven professional techniques. Learn how in our 
critically acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hill 
Press, PO Box 1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (135) 

NUCLEAR SURVIVAL: Build effective fallout shelter. In- 
cludes plans, checklist of items to stockpile, important mail 
order sources, plus other Disaster Prepardeness information. 
Send $5 to: American Enterprises, Box 11081, San Diego, CA 
92111. (128) 


9" only $12.95 

Postpaid .. 




- Dealer inquiries 

invited 

Quality made sti ettos. 

Beautiful mirror polished steel 
blades, Positive front lock, 

Rear release, Black or white 
handles on 9" only. 

Must be 18 to order. Check local laws 
before ordering. Mich. res. add sales tax. 

Midwest Wholesale Distributors Inc. 

P.O. Box 426 Dept. SFD-5 
South Haven, Ml 49090 


JS0 — CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50 cal. com¬ 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long. 
$63.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rounds $34.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$19.50 plus $4. Also artillery shells etc. “JOE JELINEK, 1201 F 
Cottage Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183.” 

(127) _ 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog 
$1. WESTSHORE FIREWORKS INC., 6641 E. Dewey SI8, 
Fountain, Ml 49410. (135) _ 

WAR WITH EMPTY HANDS, by Lenox Cramer, former 5th 
Special Forces (SOG). Hardcore Full Contact Martial Arts! 
$16.95 Postpaid. UNUSUAL BOOK CATALOG $2. ALPHA 
PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 92-Wh, Sharon Center, OH 44274. 
(129) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 1 


OVER 500 TITLES-ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICESI 

MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
— PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS - DISCOUNTED 1 — 

HUGE 80 PAGE DISCOUNT CATALOG—$1 (Ref.) 


L ANVIL Box 640383 El Paso. TX 79904 A 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination/conspiracy re¬ 
search materials: Videocassettes, audiotapes, photographs, 
literature. Catalogue: $3. Collector’s Archives, Box 2, 
Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6. (137) _ 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN¬ 
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc. and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (127) 



1 -800-US A-FLAG 


US 3x5 ft flag set, cotton $19; 3x5 ft Confederate Battle flag $15; 
German Imperial 2x3 ft $35; 3x5 ft $50.3x5 ft Japanese WWII $32; 3x5ft 
POW/MIA $48. Armed Forces 3x5 ft $40. For all nags/all sizes, call toll 

,ree: USA FLAG CO. 

Box 4718 • Maineville, Ohio 45039 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS WANTED! Pre¬ 
sentation to industry/national expositin. Call toll free 1-800- 
288-IDEA. Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831. (130) 


REMAILING: West Germany. $2. includes postage. Con¬ 
fidential forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, 
Postfach 1151, 6460-M Gelnhausen, West Germany. (130) 

LEARN GOLD, Silver, Platinum scrap recycling business. 
$75,000 year possible. Spare time. Easy! Free information: 
Recycling, Box 11216SF, Reno, NV 89510-1216. (128) 

MIL TECH VIDEO. Weapons, ammunition, vehicles, aircraft, 
development, use, history, elite units, survival, tactics. WORL¬ 
DWIDE, SASE - LIST. CSA - V, ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 - 
4253. (129) _ 

BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800’s 
through WWII, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, 
Parachute Regiment, S.A.S. Insignia, Headwear, Badges, 
Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, Etc. Send $3. for cata¬ 
log, $12. overseas. British Collectibles Ltd., Dept, A, 2113 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (136) 


W.W. II COLLECTORS QQ^ZIIZIIilllllSZQ 

Hats Badges Medals of all Nations. 
JjfB- " v '*sw U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 

fW ; original U.S. maker), tan with 

brown leather visor, chin strap 

-mmvgM* 


Hats Badges Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Otficer’5 Cap (new from 
,, original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 

M. or Lg.S58.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page 
fully illustrated catalog S3.00 
(FREE with order). 


W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063-T, St. Louis, M0 63158 

MAJ. ROBERT ROGERS — the ORIGINAL COMMANDO? 

Learn the secrets of ROGERS’ RANGERS. Reprint of Stand¬ 
ing Orders circa 1759. Typeset in Old English on 11 xl 7 simu¬ 
lated parchment heavy stock. Suitable for framing. Great con¬ 
versation piecel Get one for your office or den. Only $4.98. GB 
PUTZ, PO Box 802, Dept. SOF, Bountiful, UT 84010. (128) 

ATTENTION MARINES! See our large selection of hats, 
T-shirts, and sportswear with bold insignias of the Corps! Free 
brochure available. BULLDOG HAT COMPANY, Suite 301, 
6278 N. Federal Hwy., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308. (127) 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any ca6setle or tape 
recorder and your telephone 'ine. Starts auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered Records both 
sides of conversation Stops recorder whan 
phone is hung up. 



$ 19.93 


EACH Qty Disc Avail 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

\ Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 
\ Transmits up to V« mile to any FM radc -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not kid) 

For catalog of Transmitters. Voice Scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2 00 to USI Corp. 
Call 305-725-1000 or wod $19 35 + *1.00 
dripping p«r item to: USI Corp., PO Box 
SF -2052, Melbourne. FL 32902 COO's OK. 


FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE, Smart looking Brazilian uniform: 
Jacket, trousers, cap $70. Spanish uniform: shirt, trousers $55. ( 
All new unissued. Other types available. State size, add ship-’ 
ping, or C.O.D. Phone 812-876-2171. Western Survival, PO 
Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (128) _ 

SELF DEFENSE AND STREET FIGHTING, proven methods, 
written by a former Viet Nam vet, Police Officer. Narcotics 
Agent, Bounty Hunter and Body guard of notables. $4. includes 
postage. Send to MICHAEL’S DESIGNS, 1973 N. Nellis #219, 
Las Vegas, NV 89115. (129) _ 

“THE CONFEDERACY STILL LIVES!” Honor the brave men 
who fought with General Robert E. Lee’s forces, with a striking 
likeness of an Honorable Discharge from the Confederate 
cavalry. Their memory will live forever with this beautiful keep¬ 
sake. Recognition for the valiant families who courageously 
defended the values of the South. Ample name space on 
contemporary 8V£x11 parchment. $5 postpaid. Military 
Graphics Ltd., Dept. 2 Box 582, Woburn, MA 01801. (128) 

DOG TAGS — AUTHENTIC G.I. TYPE. Stainless steel com¬ 
plete with chains. Will print anything you want up to 5 lines and 
up to 15 characters per line, (spaces count as a character), 
complete set only $6.95 postpaid: TAGS UNLIMITED, PO Box 
40775, Bakersfield, CA 93304. (127) 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, startinq at $9850 
... $500 down, $97/month. Trout fishing, backpacking, 
camping. Elk, deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National 
Forests, near established towns, Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Parks nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED 
TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, 

maps ’ -FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990. 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000. 


BECOME A COLONEL in the Confederate Air Force! Num¬ 
bered Certificate suitable for framing. $5. Sunshine Associ- 
ates, Box 1174, Williamston, NC 27892. (130) _ 

RANDALLS, Blackie Collins, Buck Customs, Al Mar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox, Case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, 
Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel, A.G. 
Russell, Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Re¬ 
mington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata¬ 
log $2. CAROLINA CUTLERY, PO Box 12819 SOF, Winston- 
Salem, NC 27117. (137) _ 

FOR SALE — MILITARIA, Head gear, edged weapons, 
accoutrements, military books & records & tapes, etc. Send 
.50® for latest lists to: Globe Militaria Inc., RFD1 — Box 269, 
Keene, NH 03431. (128) _ 

NIGHT VISION STARLIGHT SCOPES, infrared. Avoid blind 
purchases; we demonstrate equipment. Literature for SASE. 
Alba, Box 730-F, Concord, MA 01742. (127) _ 

LONG RANGE HIGH TECH hand carried rifle and integrated 
range finder-scope. Max. range 8,000+ yd. $60,000 ea. For 
information write: H + H Enterprise, PO Box 2693, Santa Clara, 
CA 95051. (129) _ 

THE STURM, RUGER10/22 RIFLE AND .44 MAGNUM CAR¬ 
BINE — by Duncan Long. Noted firearms author offers specs, 
troubleshooting, ammo and accessories. 5Vfex8Vfe, softcover, 
photos, illus., 180pp. Send $13. ppd to: PALADIN PRESS, PO 
Box 1307-8DQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (128) 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, 
$2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (137) 

FLORIDA REMAILS $1. Also private Mail Forwarding, Tele¬ 
phone Message Service. General Secretarial Services, Box 
11194, Jacksonville, FL 32239. (904) 723-3211. (128) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR BOOKS, unobtain¬ 
able USA. Write: Galago Publishing, PO Box 404, Alberton 
1450, South Africa, catalogue $1. (127) _ 

FIREWORKS, PYROTECHNICS SUPPLIES — B and C 

Class. Chemicals, Fuse, Casings. Addresses of 24 Mailorder 
Companies + Useful Comments on Each. Only $3. Patriotics, 
PO Box 538, Durham, NH 03824. (127) 


THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informa¬ 
tive books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investiga¬ 
tions, Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free 
Brochures: MENTOR, Dept. G-2, Drawer 1549, Asbury Park, 
NJ 07712. (130) 


Go Ahead, 

MAKE MY 

DAY! 

and order my unique and 
unusual books and weapons 
catalog! Stuff too HOT for, 
the local stores to handle. 


SEND $1.00 FOR GIANT 

CATALOG.GUARANTEED 

TO MAKE YOUR DAY!! 


Survival Systems • Dept. SF-5 


Box 30309 • Phoenix. Arizona 85046 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, ALL NEW Catalog of 
Uniforms & Equipment from the U.S. and over 25 Countries! 
List .50® I.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (127) 

“THE JOY OF REVENGE” Ms. Nasty’s unique get even book, 
$4.95. MBC, Box 2264 (E8), Peoria, AZ 85345. (127) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $5. Police Catalog $2. Schlessinger, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (127) _ 

UNARMED COMBATI Never be afraid again. Survive the 
streets. Ultra-powerful self-defense system. Totally practical. 
$13.95 brings illustrated course. FREE gift included. $10 
value. Act now! LIBRA ENTERPRISES, 486(SF) Molimo, San 
Francisco, CA 94127. (127) 


SURVEILLANCE 

Investigative and security aids, optical equip¬ 
ment, executive protection, communications 
and countermeasures. 

Sene! $2.00 to the Surveillance Specialists - 

Sherwood Communications Assoc.. Ltd. 

P.0. Box 555 S Southampton, PA 18966 

(215) 357-9065 


KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR, WHOLESALE, Volume Dis¬ 
counts, Top Quality, Satisfaction Guaranteed, Catalog $1. RE- 
BITSKI & CO. DSF, 2770 Sherry La., Green Bay, Wl 54302. 
(127) 


VIETNAM “SPECIAL OPERATIONS” T1GERSTRIPE, Uni¬ 
forms as worn in the movie “THE GREEN BERETS” and 
Vietnam in 1968, Suit $70., Short Brim Boonie Hats $15, 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA 
Accepted! (127) _ 

LEATHER BULLWHIPS. Will “crack” like a rifle! Wide price 
range. Best prices! Are guaranteed. Send for free details. 
LEATHER SUPPLY OUTLET, 425 Ninth Ave., St. Albans, WV 
25177. (127) _ 

CAPS, with military insignias of elite fighting forces. Send 
SASE for illustrated folders. A&D Products, Box 286-S058, 
Belair, MD 21014. (127) _ 

ATTENTION, ATTENTION, ATTENTION, some of the hottest 
collectables and investments of the century are: ultra rare 
German W.W.U. paraphernalia: multipicity paged illustrated 
catalogs, listing hundreds of medals, daggers accoutrements; 
with inspection and money back guarantee; lay-a-way, hold, 
trade-in, co-signment orders welcomed; yearly subscription 
$10., sample $3. and S.A.S.E. S.J. EX. CO. LTD., PO Box 
3443, Scottsdale, AZ 85257. (127) 

STEEL TELESCOPIC BATTON. Extends from 6” to 20” only 
$15.50. Steel handle sling shot with .325 yard range $15.95. 
Butterfly Gang Knife, 4” blade $10. Greeno Supply, Box 
20891, New York, NY 10023. (127) _ 

STRANGE STUFF: Plans, kits, complete items. Laser eaves¬ 
dropping, hidden weapons, bugging and countermeasure 
sources, adult toys. Information photo package send $3., re¬ 
fundable. Dirijo Corporation, Box 212-S, Lowell, NC 28098. 
Additional information 704-868-3408. (130) 


(Water* (Balloon*' 9 *? 
Hand Catapult 



please add 2°9 postage per order 

Water balloon hand catapult. 

...19.95 

Buy two for. 

4 inch water balloons per gross. 

...35.00 

...10.00 

OR. Build your own for less 


Easy instructions plus 


power thrusters for making two catapults... 

...8.00 

Will Send C.O.D. 702,361-8341 


(III SincitfV JJl J *iiw |: Id. l« hi jl 

km lll.'J 


NEW GERMAN-ISRAELI GAS MASKS, w/filter, and used 
U.S. G.l. gas mask pouch $14.95 + $2.50 S&H. SASE for list. 
K. Adams, 15106 S.E. Lincoln St., Portland, OR 97233. (127) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (candles, bombs, pots, 
grenades) — Largest, most comprehensive selection of new 
smoke products. Send $2. (refundable with order) for catalog 
of these and much more! Signus, Box 33712-WS, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. (127) _ 

LC-1 ALICE PACKS, Medium Pack with Straps NEW $42. 
A.H,A„ Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (127) _ 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION COURSE! Want a career? Get it 
in California! Not a correspondence course. Accredited, gov. 
aid available, placement assistance, housing assistance, $5. 
for info packet. Novus, PO Box 744, Lakewood CA 90714. 
(127) 

EDINBURGH MIUTRRV TATTOO 

ONLV on ^ eo * or f ‘ rs * * ,mc 

75 minutes of pogeontry, precision formation morthing and military 
ceremonial splendor. 

BRITISH R€GflUn IMPORTS 

Deportment 6 

RO. 0ox 50473. • Nashville. TN 37205 


92 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MAY 88 

























TIT 1988 
CATALt 

SECURITY 
& 

MILITARY 

Includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
personal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro¬ 
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
orices, free shiDpinq, unique selection, fast service. This 
64-page catalog is an essential catalog for all SOF read¬ 
ers. Price is $2, deductible from first order. 

SHOMER-TEC, Box 2187, 0elllrtytunt, WA 98227 


UNIQUE 

CATALOG 

New 1988 catalog 
now available! 

This 48-page mail-order 
catalog features quality 
military and security equip¬ 
ment at discount prices. 
Many items in it you will not 
find in any other catalogs! 


INVESTIGATE ANYONE, Find out their past, locate missing 
persons. For manual, send $4 cash or money order to: Keys 
Enterprises, 13707 FM 149, Suite 264, Houston, TX 77086”. 
(127)_ 

SURVIVAL CHECKLIST with notes and sources. Know what 
you need! $5. CH NORMAN, PO Box 521, Killeen, TX 76540- 
0521. (127) _ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current F-1 
Suit in “LIZARD" Pattern Camo, NEW $68. Suit, Matching Cap 
$15. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & 
VISA Accepted! (127) _ 

WANTED: EX GREEN BERET CAP. Paul Francis Manera, 
152 Van Buren St., Warwick, Rl 401-467-7525 02888 size 
15Vfe. (127) _ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (138)_ 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 



,4*1 


We Pay Postage 

* More ‘ < mB 22 le ,, energy than some .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 


* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, foj, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4” plywood. 

* (Ip to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?), 


Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: 1 20 ^ 

Extra power bands:*3'-* per set. Ammo: *8^ per lb. 
Dealer Inqulrl** 60-Day 

Welcome Money-back Guarantee 

Will Send C.O.D. 702,361-8341 
Ron Sinclair 21S E. W»rm Spring* Rtf. Let Vtgi*. Ur. 19123 


XXL & XXXL CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, We cany Wood¬ 
land, Desert & Tigerstripe for $65. Suit. Complete Listing .50c 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (127) _ 

WANTED, Send us your offerings of Armament, Ordnance, 
Fire Control, Sighting & Artillery Equipment, Parts, Tele¬ 
scopes, Periscopes & Rangefinders. We also stock and supp¬ 
ly. Send us your requirements. MDA, INC., 1025 Chili Ave., 
Rochester, NY 14611. (716) 328-7870. (127) _ 

FAST CUSTOM FUNCTIONAL DRESS UP for Military or 
Hunting handguns and long weaponry. Complete with smith 
and servicing. Send $3. per quote, include make and model. 
Send refundable payment to, Tracy Knight, 603 Georgia Ave., 
Statesville, NC 28677. (127) __ 

GREAT MAPS. You should see the special army, navy, tactic¬ 
al and intelligence topographies. Catalog $3. (refundable)! 
Allied, Drawer 5070(FO), Glendale, AZ 85312. (127) 


S SECRET METHODS 

BOOKS VIDEOS PRODUCTS 


LEARN THE TECHNIQUES AND METHOOS OF: POLICE 
WORK, PRIVATE INVESTIGATION,GOVERNMENT AGENTS, 
BOOYGUAROS, BOUNTY HUNTERS, SELF-DEFENSE, 
MARTIAL ARTS, FIREARMS, AND RELATED SUBJECTS. 


CATALOG $1.00 


It R & R, P.O. Box 306-sf 5, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 J 



pkNGER JQp 


International 
Military Supply 
ALL SEASON 

JUNGLE BOOTS 

*54 90 


Mode in U.S.A. 


TO ORDER CAll 1-800-247-4541 
OA. CALI COLLECT 404-689-3455 


Block leather 
with 10" Cordura*- 
nylon upper. 

Gore-Tex* 


liner sold 
separately 


Add $4-95 Shipping 

Catalog $2.00 -g- jjW* H . 

Refundable with order mmm WW M t 


RUSSIAN GEAR, Large selection of Original & Repro Uni¬ 
forms & Insignia for sale. List $1. includes Color Photo. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (127) _ 

HIDDEN TRANSMITTER DETECTOR. Precision pocket 
sized instrument vibrates to alert the user of nearby surveill¬ 
ance transmitter. This sensitive unit is housed in a rugged steel 
case with an expensive Swiss vibrator motor and other pre¬ 
mium components. Has been nationally advertised for $895— 
but due to a distributor disagreement we are liquidating for 
$135 postpaid. KWB, PO Box 1363, Lawrence, KS 66044. 
(127) _ 

VIETNAM MAPS SALE. Too many to list! Send SASE for 
indexes and free agent orange/firebase map. Allied, Drawer 
5070(FP), Glendale, AZ 85312. (127) _ 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT. $5. (refundable)! Ap¬ 
plications, instructions, wholesalers, supplies, gun laws. 
Lone's, Box 998(FN), El Segundo, CA 90245. (127) 



Step Aboard The Flying Barrel 

The Army has it . . . but they’re not talking. 
Author’s book reveals the inside story. 

“WASP” JET PLATFORM 88 pg SFB Book 
$6.95 + $2.00 Shipping 
MC/VISA 24 Hrs. 7 Days 1-814-267-4422 
Deeter Gap Publishing 
Dept. 1234 

P.O. Box 906, Somerset, PA 15501 


SKS, AK47 or AKM maintenance manuals, $5.95 each. SKS, 
AK47 or AKM technical manuals $6.95 each. SKS or AK47 
training posters $9. Allied, Drawer 5070(FV), Glendale, AZ 
85312. (127) _ 

MOONSHINE — A historical and instructional text with illustra¬ 
tions. Send $5. to: Polygon SF, 64 Arnold Ave., West Babylon, 
NY 11704. (129) _ 

MUSSOLINI’S 15 RULES FOR SUCCESS AND POWER. $3. 

to Flamingo Press, PO Box 816, New Haven, CT 06504. (131) 

FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA ADDRESS. Confiden- 
tial remailing service. Owner retired VN vet. Details: JOLOR-1, 
POB 70422, Fort Bragg, NC 28307. (129) _ 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 through the U S. 
Government? Get the facts today! Call 1-312-742-1142 Ext. 
331-A. (128) 


Front Breast Print 


RANGOON 

(Blood chit on back 
of Flying Tigers) 


MEKONG RIVER YACHT CLUB 
& FLYING TIGERS T-SHIRTS . 


Full Color Design /100% Heavy Wt. Cotton 
Made in U.S.A. / S-M-L-XL 
$12.50 plus $3.00 postage & handling 
Check/Money Order/ VISA / MasterCard to: 

PASSPORT INTERNATIONALE, LTD. 

1051 Building, Suite F, Dept. SF 
Hwy 17 Bypass, Mt Pleasant, SC 29464 
Toll Free orders: 1-800-887-2232, ext 73 




A.H.A. PRODUCTS, 24 Hour Order Une 1-303-450-6468. 
(127) _ 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS. AN/PRC-25 $300. AN/PRC-47 
$275. Accessories, parts and batteries available. Free price 
list. Terry Thompson, Box 935, Dania, FL 33004. (128) 

$$$ WANTED — HELICOPTER SALVAGE and Turbine En- 
gines. Any locatin. Write: DC Helicopters, RD#1, Cohocton, 
NY 14826. (716) 384-5333. Fax 716-384-5080. (128) 

WATER BALLOON SUNGSHOTI Amazing 3-man slingshot 
shoots balloons over 130 yards at 240 MPH! Awesome Power! 
$29.95 postpaid. Satisfaction Guaranteed. LOONAR, Box 
397-02, Humboldt, IA 50548. (128) _ 

BUY LAWN MOWER PARTS WHOLESALE. Send $2. for 
catalog. DOUBLE your money BACK with first purchase. PO 
Box 15446, Ft. Wayne, IN 46885. (128) _ 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING. Catalog 
and information $5. ($7. foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, 
Suite 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (132) _ 

THE GOOSE FARM If there is a need to keep your private life 
’private’, that is our business, our only business. Mail, code, 
complete. Merc, and Vietnam vets, Vfe on all services. We are 
the Goose Farm, PO Box 1213, Mount Pleasant, TX 75455. 
(134) _,_ 

JOBS, CRUISESHIPS, TUGS, SHIPS, RIVERBOATS, OIL¬ 
RIGS: Women-Men. Work month-Home month. USA + Over¬ 
seas. Information $3. Marine Employment, Box 242, Central, 
IN 47110. (132) 


Offering 

My Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 


440 C % 

Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 

13” overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 


Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

Only 

$225°° 


% 


/ 


Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Parish 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 f 

Phone (704) 692-34.66 ■/ 

“Send $2.00 for complete catalog." 


ACHIEVE FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE with Mail Order 
Marketing. Send $1. and self-addressed, stamped envelope, 
for details. Financial Enterprises, 600 East 39th Street, Lynn 
Haven, FL 32444. (127) _ 

AMERICA AWAKE! Quarterly publication on the military herit¬ 
age of Celtic/Tuetronic Americans. Sample $3, or $11 year. 
GREY-WOLF PUBLICATIONS, Box 1768-SOF, Lynn, MA 
01903. (127) _ ~ _ 

U.S. GRENADES, Mk2 “Pineapple", M33 “Baseball” & M26 
“Lemon” All are Correct Color & have moving parts, Inert, 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221, (127) _ 

ATHLETIC SUPPORTERS, cups, braces. Competititon/com- 
bat protection for the aggressive male. Catalog $1. (refund¬ 
able). MAC, 1822 Laramie St., Manhattan, KS 66502. (127) 

EAST GERMAN “AUSWEIS” BORDER PASS. In Russian- 
German with red soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. $6. 
Other documents available. D. Ewing, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. (127) 


ARREST Violatorelj 

■a 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


m 

USE • 

SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 
larval Ita net Ei 
CrinlmlQw Kits. 

teata TtlaptoMi. Lai 

-ttra. Lack pick Omni. 

•slkt-PracI Vatts, Inlraratf 
MfMIcapat. Rapgallini 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

* • Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit- 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
•rkncaVaftlipKoMt’ l«i ^43 make on the spot decisions. 

TtoWaa. Lockpirt Qaa«. Learn the latest investiga¬ 

tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. . . the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start youi 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details 

Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

T THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training t 

I DEPT. SF804, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 j 

“ Rush me your “Detective" Career Kit—No salesman will call. \ 

I RMM-AH_| 

1 -1 

■ ttr/iwtfziF- 


Mvlwntirt 
Bock Mori 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local taw enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


MILITARY HISTORY 


ON VIDEOCASSETTE 

See military history come aiive—as it actually happened! 
Our illustrated catalog of over 300 titles features hard-to- 
find original material showing both sides of all major 20th 
Century wars from World War I through the Falklands 
campaign. For your copy of our catalog send $1.00 to: 


INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, INC. Dept.'ll 
Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629 



NAZI SILVER! Silver (.927 fine) bars bearing old Nazi 
embleml Three for $35. ($12.95 apiece). Catalog, $5. (refund- 
able). SBI, Box 261-DN, Cambridge, MN 55008. (129) 

THE WINNING GAME video Vhs or Beta, color 90 min. 
Air-Pistol combat tactics and strategy $34.95 plus P&H. Moon- 
shadow Productions, 13772 Goldenwest #203, Westminster, 
CA 92683. Phone orders 714-535-4263. (127) 



Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or ft2 (state choice). We have most 
complete st ock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. in U.S. t*tminni»»atflKl 

Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG $3.00. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis. Mo. 63158 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 


DOG TAGS. Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fifteen 
space lines. $5. set. No extra charge for printing or shipping. 
Hill, 2908 Elm Hill, Nashville, TN 37214, (129) _ 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack 
Radio, compact, 50-54 MHz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sec¬ 
tions, case, antenna, crystal: $17.50 apiece complete, $32.50/ 
pair. Professional quality TS-352 Voltohm/Multimeter, AC-DC, 
with leads, manual: $12.50. Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device 
(“PSID") TRC-3: $42.50 apiece, $147.50/set of four. R-108 
Vehicular/Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz: $27.50 mint. H-251 
Communications Headphones: $7.50. 45 Day Replacement 
Guarantee. Add $4.50/piece shipping, $9 maximum. Baytro- 
nics, PO Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (127) _ 

GERMAN FOREST PATTERN CAMOUFLAGE, Like WWII 
German Camo, Hooded Parka $60., Hooded Field Jacket 
$55., Pants $40. A.H.A-, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (127) 

KNIFE SPECIAL from new supplier. KA-BAR USMC Fighting 
Knife, $28. British Commando Knife, $25. 18” machete with 
sheath, $9.50. M-7 Bayonet with scabbard, $30. Folding Para¬ 
trooper Knife, $25. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! Send order 
NOW including $2. shipping with check or money order to: Blue 
Bell Mailbag, PO Box 135, Blue Bell, PA 19422. (127) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 



| Fires 22 cal. tear 

g as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot. clip"“ 
fed. Rapid firing. With in¬ 
structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 

Dept. TA-5-SF, 156 Port Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 J 


no shipment to 
New Yotk w 
California. 


FREE FALL TRAINING 

HALO - HAHO 

Now available for the first time from one of the most respected 
parachute training centers in the U.S. AFF East Inc. is offering 
a Free Fall Training course which will put you in the company of 
the elite - the Halo qualified jumper! Classes for i960 will be 
limited so act now! Training is discreet! 

Become Free Fall qualified in 10 days and 12 jumps - basic 
course only $1995.00. 

*AII jumps from 10,500 feel + 

*60 seconds of free fall per jump 

* Ram-air canopies 

* Modern training techniques 

* Parachute packing course 

* 1st jump certificate and tog book 

* Graduation certificate and wings 

* Optional free fall photos/video of your jumps (additional cost) 
*Optional O 2 familiarization jum - $150.00 (includes 1-day flight 
physiology course) 

•Optional Haho course (additional cost) 

Call or write now for information and class dates: 

AFFEAST INC. 

MFFDEPT. 

3506 AIRPORT ROAD 
CHAMBERSBURG, PA 17201 
(717) 264-1111 


ARMY SURPLUS ILLUSTRATED CATALOG! Genuine Gl 
Field Jackets, liners, BDU sets, Manuals, Sleeping Bags, and 
tons of Military and Outdoor Products. Send $1 (refunded with 
order). Jefferson’s ALLIED ARMY SURPLUS, 5618 Jefferson, 
New Orleans, LA 70123. (129) _ 

CIVIL' DEFENSE — List of self-study courses on natural, 
technological, nuclear crisis. $2. LDW, PO Box 611, Austin, 
MN 55912. (127) _ 

RARE WARTIME POSTERS! Hitler, Iwo Jima, Churchill, 
tanks, warplanes, battleships, old recruiting posters. British 
war posters, Custer’s last stand, 100’s more in stock! Delicious 
pinups: blondes, brunettes with dangerous curves! Many other 
topics also. Low prices. $1 for catalogs. Liberty Poster Co. 
#11 2F, Box 268559, Chicago, IL 60626-8559. Act now, sol- 
dier! (127) _ 

YURIKA FOODS The unfrozen dinner. Gourmet retorts and 
much more. Prepare in five minutes. Great survival food (fresh, 
not dehydrated). Five year shelf life. Become a distributor; buy 
wholesale. Information: Steven Chabotte, 41 iverness, Middle- 
town, CT 06457. (129) _ 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 

Send $3. (refundable) to: J.C. Thompson, 2508 Fifth Ave., 
#121-S, Seattle, WA 98121. (128) __ 

$3. GETS 1,000 ITEM FULLY ILLUSTRATED Military Sur¬ 
plus Catalog, deduct $3. — first order. New-used military sur¬ 
plus, clothing, camping gear, survival gear, war games sup¬ 
plies. OLD SARGE P.X., 4344 Archer Ave., Dept. 171-9, Chi¬ 
cago, IL 60632. (132) 


MILITARY SURPLUS 

Genuine U.S. Military clothing and equipment, 
manuals, uniform devices and much more. 

To receive catalog, in U.S,, send self-addressed 
stamped (39 cent) envelope, outside U.S. $2.00. 

J.R. SALES CO. 

P.O. BOX 4253F 
LANCASTER, CA 93539-4253 


“AFGHAN Freedom Fighters” T-shirt. White with blue de¬ 
sign. Sizes S, M, L, XL — $9.95. XXL — $10.95. Add $1.75 
postage and handling for first t-shirt, $.75 for each additional 
shirt. Credit Card orders call toll free 1 -800-323-1776; Opr. 131 
OR send check/money order to: SOF EXCHANGE, PO Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306. Please allow 4-6 weeks for order. 
(129) _ 

GENUINE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES SURPLUS 
CLOTHING, equipment, etc. Send $1. for current catalog: 
PEDERGNANA, PO Box 1062, Oakpark, IL 60304. (129) 

STEINER MILITARY BINOCULARS WHOLESALE — Stein¬ 
er binoculars wholesale to public. For prices and order informa¬ 
tion call 512-828-2327 Dept. A. Or send $1. for information 
postage to: Wholesale Binoculars, 6624 San Pedro, San Anto- 

nio, TX 78216. (130) _ 

KNIVES — COMBAT, MILITARY, SURVIVAL, BUTTERFLY! 
Latest models, low prices! Catalog $1. Athena International, 
PO Box 19058, Dept. SOF, Baltimore, MD 21284. (128) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 


DYSART S WOLF KENNEL 


MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 



Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; V 2 wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


PROTECT YOURSELF! .22 cal. 8 shot revolver. Swing out 
cylinder for fast loading. Metal construction. Fires .22 cal. 
blanks and tear gas. Free holster. Must be 21 to order. $12.95 
plus $2. shipping. Midwest Wholesale Distributors, Inc., PO 
Box 426, Dept. SFC-1, South Haven, Ml 49090. (129) 

SURVIVALISTS, HUNTERS, CAMPERS MRES (meal, ready 
to eat) military overruns in stock: meats, vegetables, desserts, 
tray packs. 10 year storage life. Good Food, Good Prices. 
Complete info and list $1. 812-876-2171. Western Survival, 
PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (129) 



HHMHJl \m\ )\ 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAN 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges, Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 
o FREE CATALOG!° r 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 


THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUN STOCKS — 13", solid 
walnut, original, unfinished, $60. each. Send check or M.O. to: 
Stan Lochrie, Suite 99, 3551 S. Monaco, Denver, CO 80237. 

(127) _ 

SEXY NEW ADVENTURE TRAVELOGUE in Thailand — 
called "the last paradise for single men.” Indicate “R" or "G" 
rating. VHS/BETA, $29.95 + $3. postage & handling. Check/ 
money order to: Sunwest Productions, PO Box 9905, San 
Diego, CA 92109. VISA/M.C. 1-800-942-TAPE; (619) 569- 
4000. (127) 


RCGIMCNTRL INSIGNIA & UJCRPONRY 

SflS • RRF • BLACK UJRTCH 

Pflflfl • RM • CAMERONS 

RSDG • AN • GUARDS etc. 



Import Catalog $2.00 
BRITISH RCGRLIR IMPORTS 

Department-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector’s 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5. (refundable). RELICS, Box 261-D, Cambridge, 
MN 55008. (129) 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 


The Original AD VENTURER’S™ 1 ® 

BULLWHIP 


. Thick, 

fy High-Grade 

Leather 

'' ~ From* * 

CATTLE BARON- LEATHER CO. 

SOUP LEATHER CORE - The ORIGINAL As 
Used in EXP€OmOKS Around the World 
♦ All HAND-PLAITED, THICK, Genome 
w>, TOP-GRAIN BELTING LEATHER w I 


h^ML 


& ^ /cSii/% • O'*"* 

m C ^oo 9 Brown- Color 

53 00 )A • LEATHER COVERED 

SURVIVAL W }\ HANDLE A BALL W/ 

■iE^SSHg'* TARGET USE ^) T M W " ,STl ” P 

""aiw 1 * 4 ““Sa'i!” 

Add 20<W.— LEA1HBI BELT GAMER 59,95 

• A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL ♦ 

When Swung Properly,, KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
the TIP 01 the ADVENTURER'S BULLWHIP' MOVE 




• WHP-HANOUNG Instructors Included 
The HIGHEST QUALITY. TOUGHEST 8LMWHIPS 
_J Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

fefc MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-5 W 

or M.Q. To SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 78201 jcffl i 

HIGH EXPLOSIVES — Explosives User's/Dealer’s Booklet 
with Federal license application form and instructions. Recom¬ 
mendations of how to blast beaver dams, ditches and stumps. 
(Explosives required are UPS shippable.) Send $15. to OMNI 
EXPLOSIVES CO., PO Box 17082, Memphis, TN 38187 or 
send SASE for more information. We comply with Federal 
Regulations. (129) _ 

VIPER THROWING KNIVES — Highest quality, patented 
from the Maker 2. For brochures: Moeiler Handcrafted Knives, 
RR3, Thornton, Ontario, Canada. L0L2N0. (127) 

SOG-CIA CARD. Famous "Get out of jail free" Vietnam spy 
ID. $3. (two for $5.). Lone’s, Box 998(FJ), El Segundo, CA 
90245. (127) 
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Hi 




in 
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MILITARY 


VEHICLES 


ADS ’ARTICLES -NEWS 

^ One year 

12 issues - - $20 
Subscribe now. 
P.O. Box 17481- 
Union, N.J. 07083 

THE MARKETPLACE 
FOR MILITARY VEHICLES 


INVESTIGATION TRAINING PROGRAMS: Training manu¬ 
als, certificates of completion. Free catalog. National Associa¬ 
tion of Investigative Specialists, Box 33244-SF, Austin, TX 
78764. (127) 

V* 'V'.f*-?*, ‘ 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


INTRIQUE PUBLICATIONS 

SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • PRIVACY 
LEGAL SELF HELP • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS 
NEW IDENTITY • NEW WAYS OF FIGHTING BACK 
THESE AND MANY MORE CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 

HUGE 64-Pg DISCOUNT CATALOG — $1.00 (ref.) 

INTRIQUE • 1008X Tenth St. Sacramento, CA 95814 


BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared 
Firearms Dealer Kit includes Official Forms, covers Licensing, 
Purchasing, Records, — Everything! List Hundreds of top 
wholesalers. GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSUL- 
TANTS, PO Box 1232-SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (128) 

GENUINE MILITARY ID DOG TAGS! Double set w/chain and 
silencers. SPECIAL $5. feach set. 5 lines, maximum 15 charac¬ 
ters each line. Send check ormoney order with your tag in¬ 
formation to: Jefferson’s ALLIED SURPLUS, DEPARTMENT 
SFDT, 5618 Jefferson, New Orleans, LA 70123.10 DAY DE¬ 
LIVERY! (129) 


Gl SUPPLY R.D. #8, BOX 155A Dept. SOF 
Gl ^ ^j, NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

r) U.S. LARGE COMBAT 

FIELD PACK 

WITH FRAME |LC 2 -ALICE PACK) 

MM s 118 °l. 

W\f r n 0ri9‘ nal and current Gl issue Long Range Special 

«. j,o: t Mission Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. 

T 1 (Hlit L T’vT D ‘ i^ide main compartment to shorten 

VVs v r, / V P«* if not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 

^ n ^ ,_y VdP with Gl Frame straps. Kidney Belt, etc. Rip Stop 

0.D, Nylon will carry 70 lbs. easy. 

Send $2.00 OBOERING IHSTRUCTIONS: Money Order, perwrai 

For 200 Hem Cataloal chKltt Dr * Mast£f bri gladly accepted. NO 
—— COO’s. All merchandise Is 100*4 guaranteed. Residents 

S(201 ) 948-6260 ol Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5tt tor shipping. 

CAMO LCD WATCHES, O.D. Band & Camo Face, Quartz 
$4.50 ea. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (127) 

BINOCULARS AND SPOTTING SCOPES. Free catalog! 
Steiner, Swarovski, Zeiss, Bushnell, Nikon. Spring Special: 
Steiner 7x50G Waterproof, individual focus, List price $499 
Special Price $299. Optical Advantage, Box 32791-F5, Pikes- 
ville, MD 21208. (301) 653-3306. (127) 


Starlight Training Center, Inc. 
Specialists in Weapons Training 

Good training depends on qualified instructors. All of the instruc¬ 
tors at Starlight not only have experience teaching but actual 
combat experience to back it up. The courses at Starlight aren’t 
easy, but then it’s not easy learning to be a professional. 

• Basic Marksmanship • Ranger School 

• High Stress Defensive Combat Shooting • Shotgun Training 

• Survival, Outdoor Living Confidence Course 

Write today for Information. 

Starlight Training Center 
Fit. 1, Box 88 • Bronaugh, MO 6472B 




:$i.ooW> 

I cash Yy 

* cnnft V BRIGA0E SECURITY FORCES 

* run H T P 0 BOX 1237 0EPT SOF 

* BROCHURE M00RESVJLLE. NC 28115 USA 

******************************* 
BRITISH ARMY STYLE PIPE & Drum rank badges for shirt 
collars or epaulettes. For the progressive band or as a souve¬ 
nir. Available in two colors; gold or silver on either blue or green 
enamel backgrounds. Send $2.50 + 50tf postage per badge 
to: Military Mania, Box 1641, Champlain, NY 12919-1641. 
(127) _ 

RADIO SAIGON. Two cassettes, three continuous hours of 
60's music, talk, and news recorded uncensored, as broadcast 
to troops in Vietnam circa 1970. Only $16.95. METEA, 2439 N. 
Sawyer, Chicago, IL 60647. (127) 


-COURSES- 

* COMMANDO- 7 DAYS 
i*r SURVIVAL-5 DAYS 

* SNIPER - 5 DAYS 
SAS - 30 DAYS 





CT5—< .625 MAGNUM™ 

• Our .625 CaL Blowguns are up to 20% Faster and More Powerful than 
the smaller .38 to .40 Cal. Blowguns. 

• Our Blowgun out-performs C0 2 pellet guns. 

• Each Blowgun cornea with 1 dart clip, 24 all purpose darts, 6 
broadhead darts, 6 stun darts, and rubber tip .... 2 Ft. Model $25.50,3 
Ft Model $2750, 4 Ft. Model $29.50, 4 FI Take Down Model $31.50. 
Accept VISA — MasterCard — $2.50 shipping & handling on all orders. 

To order our free catalog call 602-655-8095 
J.R. STUPERO e PO Box 209-9 e Lake Havasu, AZ 86403 


VIETNAM 

VETERANS 

RINGS 


10 cWMF/F. Hart 
W Royalties go to Vietnam 
9 Veterans Memorial Fund 


Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 

Red or Blue European spinel stones . $64.95. 

Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone . $74.95. 

Green spinel and birthstones available ... $74.95. 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 

EAGLE LTD • 2051 Opal Dr. 

Prescott, AZ 86301 • (602) 778-5656 

SURVEILLANCE-COUNTERSURVEILLANCE! Micro trans¬ 
mitters 500% savings! Night vision, lasers, stun guns, secret 
devices, ultrasonic’s, bug detectors, restricted books, more — 
huge catalog $5.00 (refundable). PROTECTOR, PO Box 
520294, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (127) _ 

AUTHENTIC BRITISH MILITARY BERETS — 100% wool 
replete with leatherbinder, adjustable drawcord and eyelets— 
$17.95 ea. plus flat $1.75 shipping & handling. Quantity dis¬ 
counts available. Free catalogue. Sizes (m) 7V& (I) 7V4. Black 
(Royal Tank Regiment), Commando green (Royal Marines), 
Maroon (Airborne Forces). VOYAGEUR, INC., Dept A, 4323 
Baychester Ave., Bronx, NY 10466. (127) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTER. Easy to assemble kit. 
1x1 3 /4". $19.95 plus $1.50 s/h. Other transmitters, bugging 
equipment, surveillance books. Catalog $2. (refundable). Epsi¬ 
lon Co., Box 291513, Los Angeles, CA 90027. (127) 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 


BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, Simple, Portable. 
Free Details. Bumper, POB 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. 
028)_ 

MAKE MONEY SELLING KNIVES. Self defense, martial arts 
Items available. Midwest Wholesale Distributors, Inc., PO Box 
426, South Haven, Ml 49090. (127) _ 

RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS — Contact RVA, PO 
Box 1221, Agoura Hills, CA 91301, or call (213) 234-9201 . (TF) 

CELEBRATE YOUR HERITAGE as descendant Mayflower 
voyage first pilgrims America! Realistic historical document. 
Unique 8x10 collectors item. Beautifully portrayed parchment 
paper. Specify name. $7.95 postpaid. Cash/Check/M.O. OME- 
GA HISTORICAL, PO Box 737, Medford, MA 02155. (127) 

RARE WARTIME POSTERSI Hitler, Iwo Jima, Churchill, 
tanks, warplanes, battleships, old recruiting posters. British 
war posters, Custer’s last stand, 100’s more In stock! Delicious 
pinups: blondes, brunettes with dangerous curves! Many other 
topics also. Low prices. $1 for catalogs. Liberty Poster Co. 
#112F, Box 268559, Chicago, IL 60626-8559. Act now, sol¬ 
dier! (127) 


• Espionage & controversial political collectibles. 

* Military art prints & collector books. 

• Quality military collectibles. 

* Historical military art limited editions. 

HISTORICAL MILITARY ART AND COLLECTIBLES 
P.O. Box 1806 3 f Lafayette, CA 94549 
Phone 24 hours: (415) 283-1771 
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PARTING SHOT 



Suing 

‘Soldier’ 

First there’s the slick 
magazine with its military 
mercenaries selling combat, 
weapons and survival. 

Then there’s the 
philandering husband, tired 
of his wife, actually talking 
to friends and relatives 
about whether they would 
be interested in murdering 
her — for a fee, of course. 

The husband, Robert 
Black, picks up the 
magazine, Soldier of 
Fortune. Murder already on 
his mind, he reads this ad: 
“Ex-marines. 67-69 Nam 
Vets. Ex-DI, weapons 
specialist /jungle warfare. 
Pilot. ME. High risk 
assignment. US or 
overseas.” Black answers 
the ad, and meets John 
Wayne (we kid you not) 
Hearn. Five months later, 
for $10,000, Hearn 


murders Black’s wife, 
Sandra. 

The criminal cases are 
closed. Both Black and 
Hearn were tried and 
convicted for the murder of 
Sandra Black. Robert Black 
is on death row in Texas 
awaiting execution, and 
Hearn, who killed two 
other people (for a total of 
three murder victims in 19 
days), is serving two 
consecutive life terms in 
Florida. 

Now comes the civil 
case. Sandra Black’s 
parents and teen-age son 
are suing Soldier of 
Fortune and Omega Group 
Ltd., the magazine’s parent 
company, for more than 
$21 million in damages, 
claiming that the magazine 
and its publisher are 
responsible for the murder. 

In constitutional terms, of 
course, this is a black-and- 
white case. The First 
Amendment’s guarantee of 
freedom of the press 
unquestionably protects 
magazines that publish 
advertisements. 

But there is no need to 
reach for the Constitution. 
The simple fact is that the 
magazine is not liable for 


any offense against Sandra 
Black’s relatives. After all, 
Soldier of Fortune did not 
murder Sandra Black; John 
Wayne Hearn did. Omega 
Group Ltd. did not procure 
the services of a killer; 
Robert Black did. The 
notion that a magazine 
should be liable for 
damages because two of its 
readers joined in a criminal 
conspiracy is — legally and 
ethically — senseless. 

When all is said and done, 
is it actually Soldier of 
Fortune’s deep pockets that 
the plaintiffs find so 
appealing? 

We know Sandra Black’s 
survivors are wrestling with 
a terrible grief, and we can 
imagine the depths of their 
anger. But neither their 
grief and anger nor our 
sympathy justifies turning 
against innocent third 
parties. 


Editorial reprinted with 
permission of the Boston 
Herald, 22 February 1988. 
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HEADWEAR 


MILITARY GOODS CATALOG -! 




These “Boon® Hats” ' ■ Cartridge Holder Hat Band 

are the real thing!! (except Dessert Camo) 

Choose between- 

. Woodland pattern camouflage. Gl rlpstop: 100 cotton as used m 
V etn.im Genuine S14.00/each. 

~] Woodland Pattern camo, army’s latest issue; 50% cotton 50% 

nylon Genuine 61. S12.25'each. 

J Desert camouflage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment 

Forces. 50% cotton/50% nylon; Genuine Gl.. S14.00/each. 

J Olive Drab (00) Green; 100% cotton Gl fipstop as used in early 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl. S12.25/each. 

1 Khaki jlanj-100 cotton npstop nnade to military spets* ..S12.25 each, 
the following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 1 
copiesat $7.00/each. Select: Woodland Camouflage Pallern 

Specify size: S(7): M(7V.); SGEWSSwoP Pa " ern 
L(7V4):XL(7Vi). Black V 


1987 edition. 84 pages, loaded with genuine 
military clothing, gear and equipment. 
$2.00/each. Free with order. 


□ Black Commando 
Bog Tag Set 

(A Kaufman's Exclusive): 2 Gl stainless 
^^^^steel tags, specially treated to be non glare flat black plus 2 
black (4” and 24") ball chains 


Athletic Bundeswehr 
Tank Top - 


These light-weight 100% cot¬ 
ton tank tops are genuine issue 
to the West German military 
troops to wear during physical 
training exercises. "Bunde¬ 
swehr" (the name of the West 
German Army) is proudly em¬ 
broidered above their crest on the 
front of the shirt. This comfor¬ 
table. cool. European tank top is 
stylish, avant-garde, and perfect 
to wear while working out or re¬ 
laxing in the summer sun Brand 
new. 

Sizes: XS. S, M. L, XL 
Choose: White, or Black 
shirt ., . .*11.95/each: 

2 for *23.00. 





ILLUMINATION 


Want us to print them’ WE LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 


spaces per Itne 


□ Angle Head Rashlrte 


PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE 


□ US Navy Style Commander’s 
Capwith'Scrambled 

This cap features a mesh back 

and fully adjustable headband ' 

to fit all heads comfortably 

Choose: Nsvy Blue or 

Black . S5.75/aach.>*3££^ / 


Battle Dress Uniforms 

I Adjustable Waist Tab 


□ GIUSMC Fatigue Hat 

Specify: Woodland Camo or Olive Drab j 
(OD) Green. S.M L XL S5 95 each i 


^ ■ 6 Pockets 
(Thigh Pockets 
Are Bellowed) 



I Reinforced 
Seat 


I Reinforced Knee - 


■ 4 Large V 
Bellow ^ 
Style PocketsN 


F«< If? 

JlSiSPi 

BgSijj 

i 

JWH 

| items Shipped Within 

o^Stollfreej 

|l-800-545-0933| 

to 7 Mountain TimeB 

I ATHLETIC CAMO UFLAGE! 

BsSSH 





SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


□ Camouflage T-Shirts - 

50% cotton/50% polyester. Choose from: 

□ Woodland Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Tiger Stripe Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck' 

Specify Size: S, M, L, XL .... $7.00/each; 

or any 3 shirts for S18.00. 


□Jogging Shorts- 

50% cotton/5D% polyester 

Sizes are from S to XL. 

Tell us your waist size 

when ordering _$6.50/each. 

Woodland Camouflage Pattern 
Oeserl Camouflage Pattern 
Olive Orab (OD) Green 



Tell us your chest, height, \ 

and waist measurements \ r' 

when ordering. Choose from: T 

□ Woodland Pattern Camouflage - t->c 0 

50% cotton/50% nylon. Army’s latest ; 

issue; Brand New A' 

Spedfy: Jacket or Pants ..S30.00/each; fy 

S59.00/set. 

□ Hot Weather, 100% Cotton Ripstop Woodland 
Camouflage Pattern - latest issue to all US services 
for hot weather use. | Regular lengths only. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants . $30.00/each: S59.00/set. 

Oay Desert Pattern Camouflage - 50% cotton/50% nylon. Latest 
issue to Airborne Troops of the Rapid Development Force. Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants. ... S32.00/each; S63.00/set. 

□ Oflve Drab (00) Green - 100% cotton, ripstop; as used in early Viet¬ 
nam. Current Gl manufacture. Brand New. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants_ . S30.00/each;S59.00/set. 

□ Solid Black - a favorite of SWAT teams, these fatigues were manufac¬ 
tured in the US by a government contractor to military specs. 50% cot¬ 
ton/50% nylon. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants. .. S32.00/each; S63.00/sel. 

□ Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - these 
are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. The tiger 
stripe pattern is true. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants.S32.00/sach; S63.00/sel. 

□ Urban Camouflage Pattern - 50% cotton/50% polyester, made to 
gov’t specs, the pattern is identical to the Gl woodland but the colors are 
black, grays and white, Regular lengths only. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants ... S32.00/each; S63.00/$et. 


This is the heavy duty olive 'l >> 11 v jf* ^ 
drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units. 

^ The flashlight is waterproof, non-glarei and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender 
for hands free operation; operates on 2 
L-3\ standard D cell batteries and comes 
V complete with a spare bulb. Brand 

r / >> \7 ^-)1\ new, sold in the Gl box. 
r2~r\) U/ \\ Specify: Ofive Drab (OD) 
f xlyKl f G\\ GfWn W BbCk 

\ $6.50/each; 

2 for S12.25. 


□ USAF Flight Jacket- 


Reinforced ; 
Elbows j 




I Adjustable Cuffs 


These flight jackets are issued I f J qt,. 

to military fliers and are k * i 

designated Type MAI for Inter- f 
mediate Cold, (This means that V;— 
it is the medium weight jacket. 

designed for comlorl in a lemp- will K* j 

eraiure zone of about 20 to ^ 

55 F). Look for the military designation, sl2es and slock numbers inside the 
left pocket The outer shell and lining are 100% nylon making the jacket 
completely wind and waterproof. The interlining is 100% polyester fiberfill 
for the highest degree ot warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible, outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival orange. 
If features: two hip pockels outside as well as inside, sewn pen and pencil 
holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left sleeve This a 
snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it happens to be the 
latest fashion trend. Specify: 

■ Sa|e Green er Blue Shell - Refilar Lilith Oily. 

Sizes: XS. S, M. L XL...... ... S54.75/each, 

■ Blech [lyfuu shell) ir Camnfleie (50% cattei/50% 
lyiu shell) - Ri|ilar Lei|th Only. 

Sizes: XS. S. M. L. XL.*54.75/each. 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W. 42N0 ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE.. 

/PRIPP<t MAV WARV AT MVP QTfLiCT 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling. 

Orders up to SI 0.00 S3 00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 4 50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 ^ 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6.25 

Orders from $7 0.01 to90.00 7.25 'J 

Orders over $90.00 8.00 

Canadian Orders-Send Ooubte Amount Indicated. 




WEST™ *» 

ARMY&NAVY GOODS 

\ We’re America’s Army and Navy Store!! 

^ ORDER TOLL FREE-1 -800-545-0033 

v (505) 293-2300 

Dept. A-3051660 Eubank NE Albuquerque NM 87112 


CAMOUFLAGE 


Camouflage Face Paint - € 

Each metal tube contains 2 colors of facepaint which can be easily 
removed with soap and water. Current military issue. 

Choose: Woodland Camo (green & loam); desert camo (light green & 
sand); snow camo (white & loam) .. S3.00/tube: 3 tubes for SB.00 


Commando Camouflage 
pr Headnet - Spandoflage - 

^Expandable camouflage mesh fils comfortably on any size head. Cool in 
summer, warm in winter, this revolutionary new mesh material can be 
cut (but'will not unravel) to form eye-holes for the comforl of eyeglass 
wearers 

Choose: Woodland Camouflage, Oeserl Camouflage or 

Solid Black.S5.75/each: 2 for S11.25 














































SOLD ON SOF? 

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE! 

* If you're still buying SOF at a newsstand... 

* If you’re buying SOF hit or miss... 

* If you’re committed to the principles of free¬ 
dom and national defense that SOF broad¬ 
casts for all the world to hear... 

Then you must — must — 
subscribe to SOF now! 

Why pay $3 at the newsstand? Subscribe today 
and save over $11 a year, or subscribe for two 
years and save as much as $27. 

As a subscriber your personal copy is delivered 
confidentially in a plain brown wrapper — to 
your home or office. 

You already know what SOF can deliver. But 
we want you to be satisfied. That’s why we offer 
you our MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. If for 
any reason you’re dissatisfied, just cancel your 
subscription and we’ll refund the unused ba¬ 
lance. That’s all there is to it! 


Join the SOF staff every month — 

Subscribe to SOF ... NOW! 



□ 2 years (24 issues) $44.95 — I save 37%.* 

□ 1 year (12 issues) $24.95 — I save 30%.* 

□ New Subscription □ Renewal 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA Exp. Date_ 

Card#_ 

Signature_ 

PLEASE PRINT 

Your Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

Stale_Zip Code_ 

BSE248 

"Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36. 

(Payment must accompany order. Offer good in U.S. only. All other countries add 
$7.00/year additional postage.) Please allow 6-8 weeks for your first copy to be 
mailed. EXP 12/08 












ON SALE IN MARCH 


Richard Beard learned the 
basics of fighting for his 
life in ’Nam, hnt he never 
thought he’d have to use 
survival tactics at home. 
Then a band of thieves 
threatened everything he 
had come to value—his 
luxurious home, the woman 
he planned to marry—and 
he realized once again: kill 
or be killed. 


THE FIRST STEP TO 
LIVING WELL 


IS STATING ALIVE 


SOLDI Hit 

m l OK IT TVi; 

MAoaiNenttsKTr? 


MacGonigal’s problems 
began when he took his 
woman away from a 
gangster. Then the Agency 
sent their emissary to recruit 
him for a stint in Nicaragua. 
Hell, he didn’t want to work 
for the Agency again—but 
he didn’t feel like being a 
sitting target for the Mob 
either. So he did what any 
good soldier would do: he 
headed for the airport. 


$3.95 wherever paperbacks are sold 

Address manuscript submissions and queries to: 
I Soldier of Fortune Adventure Books 
| P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
Please enclose SASE. 





























